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Amsterdam hookers hold 

red light district ‘open house’ 
AMSTERDAM'S FAMED 

red light district held ts 
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ingly negative reputation. acce 
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FORWARDED text message from the 
rubble: “Ma'am, we are still under the 
school. Please help us, ma'am. This is 


Edilio Coquilla. Please ma'am.” 
анасон 


FeaRtess View; 


Faint sign of life 


in buried school 


By Volt Contreras, 
Vicente Labro and Jani Arnaiz 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ST. BERNARD, SOUTH- 
em Leyte—Rescuers 
racing against time said 
yesterday they heard 
“scratches” indicating 
signs of life apparently 
coming from a school- 
house buried in a land- 
slide with over 200 chil- 
dren and teachers in- 
side it. 

‘The Guinsaugon Elementary 
School (GES) in this town had 
been the emotional focus of 
search and rescue operations af- 
ter а deadly avalanche of mud 
and rocks swamped. Barangay 
Guinsaugon and buried close ta 
2000 people. Many of the vi 
lagers were feared killed. Ў Лу 

"t went on for more than a A 
minute, tewas like a sheer of met 
al being scratched,” mountaineer 
Le Reed Esguerra, a member of 
the Philippine Coast Guard medi- 

TAINTSIGN AD. 


TARTING TODAY, WE BEGIN OUR SERIES ON EDSA I IN CELEBRA- 


THE LONG ANXIOUS WAIT for word on the missing is what is killing these survivors of the landslide as they stand behind the rope while 
rescuers do the arduous work of finding survivors and recovering the dead. So far rescuers have found no survivors. 


Officials 
warn of 
more 
disasters 


Î By Luige A. del Puerto 


UNLESS AN EARLY WARNING 
system is set up to advise people 
living in flood. and landslide- 
prone areas, a disaster similar to 
"what took place in St. Bernard 
town in Southern Leyte could hit 
the countrys eastern seaboard 
again, the defense department 
med yesterday. 

‘Over the next four months, 
there is the danger that this flood- 
ing and landslide will happen 
again ... These flood-prone and 
landslide-prone areas could be 
hit,” Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz J said. 

The eastern seaboard refers to 
provinces that lie near the Philip- 
pine Sea and Pacific Ocean. They 
include Cagayan, Isabela, Quiris 
no, Aurora, Quezon, the Bicol 
provinces, Samar and Leyte is- 
lands, Surigao and Agusan 
provinces and Davao Oriental. 

Once La Niña comes, these аг 
eas would be the hardest hit, ac- 
cording to Dr. Graciano Yumul, 
chief of the Philippine Atmo- 
spheric, Geophysical and Astro- 


à OFFCIALS| R20 


S tion of the 20th anniversary of those four days in February 1986 when 

we Filipinos revolted on a stretch of highway, and right there and then 
ousted the Marcos dictatorship without a single shot being fired, without a 
drop of blood being shed. We simply stunned the world, and inspired revolu- 
tions, Filipino style, in all nations still yearning to be free. 

All credit goes to the Filipino people. Which is why we had asked them to 
write in their own personal stories of Edsa I, big and small, untold and retold 
(See below), because Edsa I, also known as the “real and only” Edsa, truly be- 
longs to the Filipinos. Which is why it is also called the People Power Revolt. 

It is also called a miracle. As if it were not miracle enough that the Filipinos af- 
ter 14 years of strongman rule suddenly found their voice and the guts to regain 
their freedom. But they would be the first to shout it from the rooftops of the 


world that they did not do it alone. For, you see, in this Christian country, all the 
saints came marching in, too, led by the Blessed Virgin Mother borne on the 
shoulders of her flock. 

To get an idea of the big picture, we also present what was happening on the oth- 
er side of the Pasig River—Malacafiang Palace—written by eyewitnesses to the last 
days of the crumbling Marcos empire. And the historic portrait would not be com- 
plete without a glimpse of the military's critical role in the downfall of Marcos. Ex- 
cept that it was probably the first time that “the protector of the people” was in fact 
being protected and saved by the warm bodies of the people at Edsa. 

The series is dedicated to the 20somethings (about 52 million of you guys out 
there) who have no memory of our gloriously recent past. This memory is a 
moveable feast. Carry it with you wherever you go as a badge of honor and pride 
of being Filipino. LIM 


THE PEOPLE 
Rage with a heart 


By Benjamin Vallejo Jr. 
(The writer is assistant professor in the UP College of Science.) 


HE EARLY AND MID 1980S WERE SIGNI- 
ficant for many of us, what fellow congener 
Jessica Zafra called the Voltes V genera- 

Чоп, Those times coincided with our entry to 
adulthood and political maturity and the phe- 
nomenal rise of Japanese Animé. 

in 1983, we were junior high school students who were on a 
field trip for our mythology class. On this rather uneventful Aug. 
21, we heard on the way back to Manila that Benigno (Ninoy) 
Aquino had been shor! 

Six years before, as grade three kids, my Araling Panlipunan 
(Social Studies) teacher asked us if Aquino was a bad man. The 
Glass responded "yes." This was at the height of martial law. And 
our teacher said, "Oh my poor martial law babies.” 

But оп that August day we knew who Aquino was, but were 
quite hazy on the freedom he was going o lay down his life for. 

AGES 


THE MILITARY 
‘I chose to be there’ 


By Angelo T. Reyes 
(The writer is now DENR secretary) 


Forces assigned as a senior military assistant to 
Prime Minister Cesar Virata on Feb. 22, 1986. 

Right there and then, I knew I bad to make a personal decision. 
whether to join the rebel forces or to align myself in defense of an 
administration that had lost the moral ascendancy to govern after 
Stealing the results of the 1986 election. 

As senior vice president of the AFP-RSBS (Retirement, Separa- 
tion Benefits System) at the time, 1 was not in command of any 
‘combat unit then. Thus, knew that whatever I chase to do would 
notin any way decide the outcome of the very tense standoff and 
the fate of rhe Filipino nation. 

‘Oh how wrong was to think that way! Mistaken because if 
every single person who went to Edsa thought of how inconse- 
Quential one man's contribution could be, then there would not 
fave been a throng of people in and around Camp Crame and 

снова 


I WAS A FULL COLONEL IN THE ARMED 


| THE PALACE 
| Where's makeup artist? 


ByFernando del Mundo 


О SHOT HAD YET BEEN FIRED, BUT 
when Hermie Rivera faced the wrong end 
of an assault rifle in the Palace corridor he 

thought he would be the first casualty of the 
1986 People Power revolution. 

Rivera's confrontation with the Galil wielding son of Presi- 
dent Ferdinand Marcos followed his father’s decision to go on. 
national television to reassure the world he would nat attack 
the rebels, 

Atrusted press officer with full access to the inner Palace 
sanctum, Rivera had arranged for Marcos television address 
hours after Washington bad warmed of dire consequences if the 
President mounted an offensive. 

Ferdinand Marcos Jr, nicknamed Bongbong, had opposed his 
father's decision taken on the second day of the breakaway by 
rebellious Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and Gen. Fidel 
Ramos, the Armed Forces бершу chief of staff. 

wemesm | 
аланга 
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Bomb found at PMA after rites 


By Vincent Cabreza ‘The explosive was tumed over Тһе homecoming, which was also has its own explosives dis- Earlier this week, Reuters, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau to Isafp agents here by РМА off- attended by more than 1,300 posal unit, so it can best deter- quoting two senior generals, re- 
Зик, old he ofical, who asked alumni ané thei families, drow mine whether [the explosives} ported details of a plot to unseat 
= hot to be identified. Gestion last week after Juste were meant (o be [used forater- and possibly assassinate Ms Аг. 

BAGUIO CITY—THE MILITARY IS INVESTIGATING "расад abour the bomb circu- Secretary Raul Gonzalez revealed ror attack,” he said. md ul 
the reported discovery of bomb at the Philippine шешш шо orb px do de ramon would sede het menero PMA "Mar "The plan involved the mass et 
Miltary Academy on Saturday night amid fresh ти. Saray but РМА ois de. дрон fora nw coup at ha” Cs 986 arie ap o mune cial set 
gis d жет nied a bomb had been found on tempt. to secure the academy during for January, hostage-taking at the 
mors of a destabilization plot against the adminis- the academys premises {ЭР based КИРИН theteunionenSataniay ^ Wesend ‘gathering: of miltary 
tration of President Macapagal-Arroyo. ‘i Gen Leopoldo Maligalig, tiononadocumentcalled"Oplan ` On March 18, 1987, а bomb commanders at the PMA, the oc: 
PMA superintendent scored the Hack" that was supposedly re. which could have been intended cupation of military camps and 
The explosive device, loaded ing after the fresh coup plot was report that was initially released covered from the locker of an for then President Corazon the removal Ms Arroyo from of 

with about 2 kg of TNT, was revealed. She sent her daughter by Reuters. Oakwood mutinee. Aquino, who was to grace that fee. 

VE арои 2 КЕ SEPMAS mii Lil to the annual reunion "Май mali ang mga reports Тһе military and police top year’s graduation rites, exploded Talk ofa plot by some elements 
tary police unit hidden ina clutch stead. (тише are all wiong repols) brassand government officials ар ar the PMA grandstand, killing ofthe military has been spread- 
Par һе PMA grandstand, ^ A PMA official said the Intelli- be said in a telephone interview tended the homecoming. four andinjuring 47 others. > ingsincetheescape from an army 
hours afer the academy held is gence Service of the Armed on Sunday. Senior Supt, isagani Nerez, PMA officials and alumni had camp in January of four leaders 
alumni homecoming. RES didt РЫйррши+ ep) “We have no knowledge of any Baguio police director, said they described the bombing asa dese- of the Magdalo group of muti- 
mide Anayo, who was had started investigating how the [bomb found at the grand- werenotinformed about thesup- cration of Borromeo Field, where neers who staged a oneday 
абет. Ayo, Who at beg contuing the INT could Sand)” said Co Ricardo Nepo- posed discovery of thebomb. ^. alamni homecoming parades are mutiny in Makati Ciy in July 
the academy, skipped the gather- have been lefta the grandstand. muceno, PMA spokesperson. “1f the report is true, the РМА traditionally held. 2003. With Reuters 


Elite PNP unit denies hand in plot Ermita, Bunye 
karina qure Ra аш ы ы; 10 face senators 


THE CHIEF OF AN ELITE СОМ. year, it stormed a jail in Bicutan, іп any action beyond our man- accounted for. 
тнв OE ОРА Вт Nanon. Taguig Cip when Abu Sayyaf de date to enforce the law, oma. "All SAF units are under the ef- 
bat unir ofthe Philippine Nation, prc ele deci. tin peace and order and o de. fecivecontolofreposdieard CTOCAY OVer DU ets 
а росе move денге 1y in a botched atempt to escape. fendiherepublicapsinsenemies trustworthy officers with proven 
the arroyo administration even More than 22 detainees were of the state," he said. integrity and unquestonabl 
ashe denied rumors that his men killed in the ensuing firefight. Early this year, an intelligence of- alty,” he said, adding th By T] Burgonio the Senate budget hearing on 
aoe denied imane Meals in my humble capacity as di- ficer disclosed that people seeking PNPSAFS "solidarity as a f Feb, 8. The officials had invoked 
"m aN Speca Action force rector ofthe PNPSAE once and ш destabilize the government hod ing unit is indivisible." BARRING ANY HITCHES, EXEC- EO 464. 
wil thwart any action by any for allin order to allay the appre- approached several police sae Ging to Franco, SAF ad urive Secretary Eduardo Ermita The order bars administration, 
‘group that poses a threat to the hensions of the public, I categori- manders, including atleastone ofi- fought countless bardes in the and Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- police and military officials from 
group that poses а that To Шю Cea Geny any involvement ofany ceroftePNBSARToluethem nto бесек campaigns against groups уе will appear at today’s Senate appearing in congressional hear. 
Saivities and funetions of gov. unit in any unlawful or unautho- breaking the chain of command. ^ makingamockeryofthecounrys hearing on the P1.053-trllion ings without the President's ap- 
вайне and funcions of gov опалу outside ofthe chain. But they were rebuffed bythe laws, including those seeking o 2006 budget, to the delight of provi It has been a major flash 
Marcelino Franco Jr warned. ` of command,” Franco said commanders, the inteligence of wrest control ofthe government. some senators. point for confrontation between 
Еа and Bunye had con- the two branches of government 
pump famed their attendance at the since September 
X F Senate committee of the whole Sen. Joker Arroyo, for his part, 
у f 4 hearing on the budgets of the Of- seid he would question Ermita 


й E fice of the President and the Of- and other government officials 
; fice of the Press Secretary, acom- on why they allowed the National 
Mobile coset OT Power Cop te pay ie offeas 
> "itaugurswellforourconstt- and employees some P12 billion 
tional democracy and for ourna- in separation pay in 2005 and 
usiness on Majority Leader Francis then rehired them. 
" Pangilinan said "Why did they not question it" 
i Ёз good for our work. We can he said in an interview: 
and continue doing our inquiry Well Pimentel, however said the ap- 
e able to question these officials pearance of Ms Arroyo's top Cabi- 
on how they disposed ofthe mon. Bet men at the budget hearings 
єаѕигє 7 Фу allocated о tiem in the previ. "маз not good enough, insisting 
я уем,” Minority Leader Aqili- thar she revoke EO 464 ' 
ir Go Pimentel Jr said in an inter. — "While Gloria appears to be 
H E view. loosening up, she might tighten. 
"lheattendanceoftbewoCab- up next time around. So we can't 
inet members comes a week after зау ‘all's well that ends well," he 
fresh hostilities erupted Between sald. "Unless she repeals EO 464, 
Malacafang and the Senate over it will be far from saying that 
i Execurive Order No. 464, with were doing things according to 
Senators asking the Supreme the Constitution.” 

А notebook that goes beyond connectivity Court to stop President Macapa-Pangilinan said the Cabinet 
H ; falAcroyo fom enforcing the or. men's presence at the hearing 
— ASUS creates superlór wireless p Would Rot in any way affect the 
* А j Ё ‘The latest row was triggered by urgent motion filed by и ua 
T ; che nonappearance of Bunye and tors on eb. 10 asking the high tri- 
technology with state-of-the-art, ergonomic officials of the Department ofin- bunal to resolve their application 

дот and Local Government at fora TRO against EO 464 


| After Garci, House set 
| to probe gov’t agencies 
і 
| 


design to bring you a рети, complete. 


mobile solution for i work and play. 


By Michael Lim Ubac The DBM, which releases the 
funds, cannot influence the 
AFTER TTS CELEBRATED BUT choice of the winning bidder, lest 
uides “Hello Garci" wiretapping it be accused of conflict of inter. 
inquiry the House of Representa: est, according o Pichay 
ves is buckling down to work, ^ Om the PDIC's financial mess, 
preparing to investigate underper. Nograles said the oversight com- 
Forming government agencies. mittee also wanted to find out if 
"The House oversight commit- the agency should be abolished. 
: tee has set its sights onthe finan. — “Is the PDIC performing its func- 
8 4 cial state of the Philippine De- tions well or has it become a liabili- 
Taking Business Anywhere posit Insurance Corp. (РОС) ty to the govemment?" he said. 
elad” Gatimet 1736h Which had incurred heavy losses, Nograles endorsed the resolu- 
| defeating its mandare to provide tion fled by Rep. Hermilando 
* 256MB DDR RAM. financial assistance to distressed Mandanas of Batangas urging 
» 4068 Hord Disk : banks, according to House Major- Congress to look into the current 


А з hodio Di le "Pri Wireless 802. ity Leader Prospero C. Nograles. financial status ofthe PDIC. 
е!" Celeron 16 GHz = Wireless LAN 802.116/g + 15° TFT lo LCD Display Jule Dn ies BIZ 


тыгара The Davaolawmakersaid yesir- Аз а rule, РОС sources the 
s ни = Embodded lntel"B55GI VGA *415810ри day the oversight commitee chaiz, funds it leads to problematic 
Pies RB aaa Entel Mni БУЕ: | оя Gabe Dia © Trend PCGlo Anti-Virus Rep. Danilo Suarez, had scheduled by borrowing from the Bangko 
^ 406B Hord Disk * 1 x RIAS Jak for LAN Connection З the inquiry for next week Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) 
Ё K = Windows XP (Home Edition] * 1x RIAS LAN Jock for LAN insert Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero Тһе Mandanas resolution cited 
+ Builkin DVD/CD-RW Combo Drive * 1 0077 Modem for Phoneline |, 3 1 e 
* 15° XGA LCD Display = Smo Cord Render +n Smo Card Вада. +6? TAB Mofo йе IY or good governen, December 2004 dur sid ane 
= Lihium-fon Battery Pack БЮ + ASUS Power 4 Ger Technology for * B Boney ® investigare the Department of extended by the BSP to PDIC 
ч increased battery life 5 1158 Budget and Managementsrolein amounted to P80.724 billion (al- 
P4,159/month. ee P5,825/month bidding out government procure- most two-thirds of the BSP's out- 
for 12 months @ 0% interest on for 12months @ 0% interest Í ment contracts from textbooks standing loan portfolio of. 
(д) — даа E Armed Forces supplies хо P124.48 billion), which repre y 
LU hospital equipment by virtue of a sents 94 percent of the outstand- 
Mareos-era directive. ing liabilities of PDIC. : 
Pichay said the joint congres- іп the same report, Nograles 3 
sional committee on the Govern. noted that the BSP was losing ; 
ment Procurement Reform Act P1.2 billion yearly as a result of 7 
Republic Act No. 9184) should unprofitable loans to the PDIC in 
check whether the setup was one the bailout of problematic banks. 
contemplated by the act, which “Tm urging an immediate in- | 
mandates the “procuring agency” vestigation of the PDIC's manage- 4 
to conduct the bidding and issue ment of funds and why BSP has + 
ofthe notice of award through its too much financlal exposure in y 
Bids and Awards Committee,  PDIC,"hesald. Ы 
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By T] Burgonio 


GOVERNMENT LEADERS BENT ON CON- 
vening Congress into a constituent assembly 
to amend the Constitution without the Senate 
were courting the "wrath of the people,” Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan 
warned yesterday. 

Pangilinan advised Charter change propo- 
nents to think "long and hard" before pushing 
ahead with the “disputable move" to amend 
the 1987 Constitution "employing patenty il- 
legal means.” 

"The senator said the proponents of Cha-cha- 
were “dead wrong” to think that Filipinos 
were “so dumb as to meekly swallow this lat- 
est arrogance and tasteless maneuver” 

"They are courting the wrath of a people 
tired of decades of self-serving political ma- 
meuvers by trapos (traditional politicians). 
"They are testing to the limits the people's pa- 
tience on this one and the peoples response 
may come as a shock to these arrogant power- 
wielders," he said. 

Pangilinan was reacting to disclosures by 
incoming Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno 


Cha-cha backers risk | 
people's ire — solons 


. three-fourths vote of all members of Congress. 


that the pro-adminisration Kabalikat ng 
Malayang Pilipino (Kampi) party had so far | 
gathered 110 signatures of lawmakers to get 
Congress to convene itself into a constituent 
assembly 

‘Speaker Jose de Venecia launched last 
week a campaign to gather 195 signatures of 
“all members of Congress,” voting jointly, to 
constitute the Senate and the House into a 
constituent assembly to change the Charter. 

He said the constitutional provision autho- 
rizing the revision of the Constitution by a 


was “very clear, there's no room for ambigui- 


L 

“The Senate said that only a majority ofboth 
chambers, voting separately, could convert 
Congress into a constituent assembly to 
amend the Charter. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino "Nene" Pi- 
mentel Jz. said there was no need for senators 
to challenge the De Venecia-ied initiative, once 
it was completed, before the Supreme Cour. 

Let them gather 1 milion signatures ший 
they're blue, it will not amount to anything 
Nothing plus nothing equals nothing,” he said. 
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NOTFUNNY 
Hundreds of Muslims held a torch rally on Saturday at Maharlika Village in Taguig City to 
protest the satirical cartoons of the Prophet Muhammad that were published by а 


of slam worldwide. 


Danish newspaper last year. Last week, Muslims held a protest on Ayala Avenue infront 
of the Danish Embassy in Makati over the cartoons that have earned the 


of followers 
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Piracy 
worth 
P1.3B 


THE COUNTRYS AN- 
piracy agency said 
yesterday it would 
step up the drive 
against copyright vio- 
lators as an industry 
study showed that re- 
duced software piracy 
alone could raise upto 
P1.3 bilion in taxes 
for the govemment 
and generate more 
than 2,000 new jos. 
‘Adrian S. Cristobal 
J, director general of 
the Intellectual Prop- 
eny Office, said the re- 
cent decision by the 
United States t re 
move the Philippines 
from йз priority watch 
list was recognition of 
the governments ef- 
fons to protect imel- 
lectal propery rights. LX 
Sil, the Office of ` 
the US Trade Repre- 
senate said de 
Philippines needed to 
take songer mes 
sures to stay off he list 
of cours consid- 
ered notorious for 
bootlegging computer 
software, movies, mu- 
sic, books and apparel 
"Cristobal said his of- 
fice would undertake 
measures to ensure 
that gains made in 
protecting intelectual 
property rights would 
translate to economic 
and social benefis. 
Ronnel W. Domingo 
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А Blemish Eraser 
That Really Works! 


Picture-perfect skin can now be a 
reality with IPL Photorejuvenation 
‘Treatment. No other procedure 
has ever been developed that can 
accomplish so much with so little 
risk and downtime. 


LA A 


daret Lay, erioyng her 


IPL Photorejuvenation Treatment 
helps banish freckles, dark spots, 
and spider veins without a trace. 
According to Janet, “I believe my 
freckles became more prominent 
as I got older. So whenever I went 
out of the house, I would use face 
powder to cover them up. But 
now I don’t use anything anymore 
because they're all gone! And now 


SAONE 


people would tell me that have 
really nice, flawless skin.” 


ІРІ іза gentle, non-invasive 
treatment that uses a broad 
spectrum of light to treat the face, 
neck, chest, back, hands and 
virtually anywhere that sun 
damage or blemishes show. It 
uses the Intense Pulsed Light 
technology to correct a variety 

of skin conditions and skin 
imperfections: freckles, skin 
discoloration, signs of ageing, 
age spots, unsightly spider veins, 
broken capillaries, rosacea and 
other blemishes. Facial Care 
Centre's Dr. Maria Isabelita Joya 
says, "IPUs amazing results 
include: better skin tone, reduced 
blotchiness, pigmentations and 
broken blood vessels, smoother 
surface texture, and a more 
youthful-looking skin.” 


One satisfied. 
dient, Janet 
Ley, relates 


To restore an overall youthful look, 
IPL can simultaneously treat a 
wide variety of skin concerns 
safely and effectively. It erases 
skin damage with minor 
disruption on the skin’s surface 
unlike other conventional 


Delon para PL Paton 
treatments. As another satisfied 
dlient, Dr. Ariel Torres, would 
attest: “Tm an avid golfer so I'm 
very much exposed to the sun. 
‘That's how I had freckles. And I've 
tried every whitening product you 
can possibly think of: whitening 
cream, whitening lotion, sunblock, 
scrub, I even bought this thing 
from Hong Kong that you're 
supposed to drink to lighten your 
skin..nothing! It lightens up 
your skin for a while but you can't 
expose yourself to the sun. 
anymore. And for avid players 
like me, 
that’s totally 
unthinkable! 
So when I 
tried IPL, I 
was really 
impressed, 
Just after the 
first 
treatment, 
there were 
already 
visible, 


dramatic results! IPLis really the 
only treatment that worked for 
me” 


Like Dr 
Torres and 


reported a 
reduction in 
age spots, 
freckles, and 
other skin 
discoloration. 
Most women 
who lead 
active and 
busy lifestyles 
are happy with the fact that aside 
from the visible improvement in 
their skin, they experience 
relatively no downtime. This 
means that one can actually have 
fairer, even-toned, glowing skin 
after approximately 30 minutes of 
treatment, and can go to work on 
the same day, as if nothing 
happened at all! 


Dx Mara Каена Joya 
wh the PL machine. 


Now isn’t this the best news for 
your skin? 


То know more about IPL 
Photorejuvenation, just call 
Facial Care Centre at 


892-SKIN. That's 892-7546, 
\ 
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‘Sturdy, sp&ce-eftcient, super-speed scanners you can afford. 
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'Edsa docu: Gringo et al. didn't think of People Power; 


MICROTEK 
мнр1Д 7° 


Microtek Dream Theatre Exhibit 
February 16 - 22, 2006 
Upper Ground Atrium, Bldg. B, SM Megamall 
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By Fe Zamora 


REBEL TROOPS HAD PLANNED TO ATTACK 
Malacafiang sometime between Dec. 25 and 
30, 1985, but the plan was postponed after 
Ferdinand Marcos announced the holding of 
snap elections. 

The assault on Malacafiang was reset for 
Feb, 23, 1986, about two weeks after the Feb. 
7 snap polls. But Marcos got wind of the plan 
а day before the attack, sending the rebels 
scampering for safety 

Faced with possible arrest, they thought of 
going underground and pursuing a guerrilla 
‘war against Marcos. Another option was to 
barricade themselves in Camp Aguinaldo. 

“It was basically a military plan. We didn't 
have an idea of people power,” said former 
Sen. Gregorio “Gringo” Honasan in his ac- 
count of the aborted coup plot that developed 
into the Edsa People Power Revolution from 
Feb. 220 25, 1986. 

Honasan gave his account of the historic 
People Power Revolution in the 45-minute 
video documentary by the INQUIRER, “Edsa 20: 
Isang Larawan,” to be shown at 8:30 tonight 
on ABC television. 

Honasan said his role was to lead some 30 
soldiers to assault the Palace “to control the 

ation ... to control Malacafiang and йз oc- 
cupants and present the Marcoses to the peo- 
ple alive,” he sai 


Fair fight 

‘At about the same time, he said, some 200 
rebel soldiers to be led by then Lt. Col Eduar- 
do "Red" Kapunan and the late Lt. Col. Rodol- 
fo Aguinaldo would enter the Palace grounds 
to support his 30-man commando team. 

"The rebels would have faced some 2,500 
loyalist troops guarding the Palace. "t would 
have been a fair ight Afterall, we were on 
the side of truth, we were doing the right 
thing,” Honasan said. 

“The assault was set for 2 a.m. of Sunday, 
Feb. 23. But an impending crackdown on the 
suspected plotters forced a change of plans. 

п Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and 
then AFP vice chief of staff Lt. Gen. Fidel V 
Ramos withdrew support from Marcos. They 
also appealed for publie support. 

One of those who responded to the сай was 
Butz Aquino, brother of the late Benigno "Ni 
тоу" Aquino Je and leader of the Aug. 21 
Movement (Atom), but with some reserva- 
tions because Earle and Ramos were long- 
time allies of Marcos, Aquino said 

Aquino said he even consulted former Jus 
tice Cecilia Muñoz- Palma. 
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Another landslide;, 
this time in Zambo, 


HONASAN 


"When she said, ‘God be with you I took 
that to mean go ahead with your plans," he 
said. By midnight, he seid, tens of thousands 
of Filipinos had massed at the portion of Edsa 
between Camp Aguinaldo and Camp Crame, 

Among those in the crowd were nuns, semi- 
narians and students. Ed Lingao of the Universi- 
ty of the Philippines and St. Paul nuns Sister 
Ping Ocariza and Sister Teresita Burias were 
among the thousands who blocked the military 
tanks at Ortigas, and lived to tell their story. 

Ocariza and Burias they were about to re- 
turn to their convent when the crowd asked 
them to stay because there were tanks coming 
their way. Faced with the tanks, the two nuns 
Jed the crowd in praying the rosary. 

“They said we should stay in front because 
we had no families,” Ocariz said, laughing at 
how they ended up in front of the tanks. 

She said she was overwhelmed by the huge 
piece of metal in front of her. “I looked at the 
heels, and I imagined how they would feel 
against my body. Td look like a flattened ba- 
nana. I also prayed, if my vocation was to die 
before the tanks, letitbe, Lord," she said. | 

Broadcaster June Keithley, who manned 
the underground Radyo Bandido, said she al- 
so felt impending death. The rebel station wis. 
actually located only about two kilometers 
from Malacafiang. She said she was told thet 
loyalisttroopshadbeensenttokilher — f 

“1 thought that there was a big chance tha} 
would die,” she said. 

Keithley said she even received a telephone 
call from a woman who told her she would le 
killed. But she steeled herself for the worst. | 
The inoue video documentary also in- 
cludes interviews with former PDI journalist 
JP Fenix, who covered the Malacafiang Бей, 
‘composer/singer Jim Paredes, student volun 
teer Gabe Mercado, and retired Maj. Geb. 


William Hotchkiss. i 
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kills 5 illegal miners 


By Michael Sarcauga 


PDI Mindanao Bureau 


HEAVY RAINS TRIGGERED AN- Defense 
other landslide, this time in Za 
boanga del Sur, killing illegal 


iners. 


Five people were killed and slide. 
опе was injured when a landslide 
hit a community in a gold-rush 


slide mass) struck the village two 
weeks ago. 

Carmelito Lupo, Office of Cijil 
(OCD) director for 
‘Southern Mindanao, said 168 
families left their homes while §8 
houses were damaged by the 


"There was a rotational slide in 
that area. All houses, whether 


area in Bayog town on Saturday made of concrete or wood, in its 


night. 


path were destroyed,” Lupo told 


Bayog Mayor Mary Ann Car- the INQUIRER. ! 


talla said three houses in the 


As early as Feb. 4 residents dp- 


small-scale mining area in Sitio tected the cracks, which "became 
Balabag in Barangay Dipore bigger on Feb. 8 and 9,"hesaidj 


were buried in mud at around 


7:30pm. 


"The bodies of the victims were 


"The cracks ranged from a fopt 
toa merer wide. 1 
Barangay Tubaon is at leas? 


dug up atleast 12 hours after the km away from the Tarragoba 


police and local offi- 
cials had a hard time reaching the 
area, which 8 17 kilometers from been staying with relatives living 
the town proper A resident іп in nearby Sitio Ugbo at night, the 
Bayog said one must cross a river OCD said. 1 

five times on the way to Sitio Bal- 


abag. 


they were digging. 


Amang. 


eman 


milling facility. 


been operating in 
since 1994. 
es eee CY. 
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Sumundong's warning came 
too late as the earth collapsed, anymore, Lupo said. { 
burying him, sisters Marilyn 
and Julymae Bation, and two 
laborers named Dodong and 


‘Merlyn Intag escaped with a 
minor injury, the mayor said, 
Cartalla said the miners, who council (PDCC) warned resides 
were operating without a permit, living near the mountains io 
leveled the slope where they con. leave their homes if the hes 
structed houses and a gold 


"Sandbegs were used to but- 
tress the earth they carved when Jr sald landslides could occur 
they leveled the slope, but it gave anytime in the mountainous d 
way when heavy rains softened eas. RE 
the sol" the mayor said. 

Town Councilor Celso Ма. heavy with water and the soil 
tias sald illegal miners had soft as а result of the twoswepk 


town center 1 
Some of the evacuees have 1e- 
turned to their homes but haye 


lupo said Tarragona Maybe 
samuel Uy and other municigl 


Cartalla said mining financier and provincial officials met with 
Eric Sumundong, who was one of the Bureau of Mines and Geb. 
those killed, had earlier warned sciences on Feb. 14 and recom- 
the others to leave the area after mended that residents be trans- 
noticing a crack in the ground 


ferred to a safer place. i 
"The place (Barangay Tubaoh) 


is not fit for residential purposes 


Damage to infrastructure wis 
placed at P6.2 million. H 


Two weeks of heavy rains 
n Tandag, Surigao el Sur, the 
provincial disaster coordinatibg 


rains that hi this province for ego 
weeks continued. 
PDCC chief Florencio Pimenfel 


"The mountain slopes are ne 


the area downpour” Pimentel sald, + 
Та recent years, landslides Hit 


1а Davao Oriental, residents the mountain slopes of many 
вей their homes in Sitio Ugbo in towns of Surigao del Sur. With 
Barangay Tubaon in Tarragona reports from Joselle Ва Ща 
town when a "rotational slide” and Bert Pacate, PDI Mindanao 
(movement of a relatively intact Bureau i 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2006 


BOC works 
ito fix image 


henna 'OF CUSTOMS WILL SOON FILE. 
32 cases against suspected smugglers in a bid to 
“Prove its commitment to batding illegal activi- 
“fies, Commissioner Napoleon Morales has said. 
SÍ Morales disclosed the move in a recent 
Tineeting with the American Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry (Amcham) where he 
‘vowed to enhance the integrity of the bureau, 
"Recording o a statement, 

“We need your help as the BOC can only 
succeed with close coordination and coopera- 
tion with the private sector, especially ће for- 
eign businessmen, in the country" Morales 
‘told Amcham. 

^^ Hesaid the BOC would be signing a memo- 
randum of agreement with the Department of 
‘Justice and the Office of the Solicitor General 
to facilitate the prosecution of cases against 
‘suspected smugglers. 
Reynaldo Umali, BOC legal service direc- 
itor, said in а separate statement the bureau 
"would be increasing its pool of lawyers to 
‘handle the cases to be filed under the Run Af 
ter The Smugglers (RATS) program initiated 
“by the Department of Finance. 
» The BOCis also expected to come out soon 
with the results of its investigation into the il- 
egal activities of its own personnel. 

Morales ordered the probe and the updat- 
ing ofthe list of suspected smugglers after be- 
‘ing criticized in a Senate hearing for the pro- 
liferation of smuggling. The names of several 
suspected smugglers were revealed at the 
‘hearing and Morales vowed to have them in- 
“vestigated. Leila B. Salaverria 
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ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 
BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-7653 
CEBU Luisa/Chryso 231-3254 
GREENHILLS Eleanor/Juvy 726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL Lani/Jonah 893-8935 
MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 


MEGAMALL Gina/Maureen 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cher/Maan 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Lorie/Dino 681-5333 

SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

SUBIC Beth/Precy 252-6514 
TRAFALGAR Anna 814-0138 


‘Skin CENTER HOTUNES: ALABANG 7750587/09183512510 BINONDO 2420728/09178224399 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENHILLS 726152009 124986196 
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Your money has better things to do. 


It can, for instance, earn you more 
money when you invest it in an 
exceptional financial package, like 


mw 


Pri r bowes 


Milestones is Philamlife's newest lite 
insurance product that lets you enjoy 
your money in more ways than one. 


If you invest P500,000 in Phiamiife's Miest 
‘age 30, you will stand to get P27, 


Ls 


БҮ LIFE 
Are You Ready for Life? 


The Philom Group of Companies offers you a tull range ol financic! services 
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[Bl A LEADER IN TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
Accepts applicants for 3-year courses in: 


Electrical Technology* 
Electronics Technology* 

Instrumentation Technology” 
Tool & Die Technology* 
2-year course in: 

Information Technology 
Scholarship grants available 

FOR INQUIRIES, YOU MAY CALL 


MFI (Meralco Foundation, Inc.) 
Industrial Technician Program 

MFI Bc, Ortigas Avenue Pasig Cty 
632-0756 - 65 (TL) 
633-3625; 631-3852 (DL) 
www.mfi.org.ph 

-тай: ssd@mfi.org.ph 


E 
, 
All courses are accredited 


“Partnership with ТИР in its degree programs 


Deadline 
for application: 
March 30, 2006 
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‘RP could lure 30% 
of call center seats’ 


IF FACTORIES OF THE PAST 
could be relocated, so can "the 
factories of the 215 centu- 
1y"—all centers. 

The Trade Union Congress of 
the Philippines said the Philip- 
pines could comer as many as 
450,000 call center jobs from the 
“offshoring” operations of large 
United States corporations over 
the next five years. 

US firms are under enormous 
pressure to cut costs and boost 
Shareholder returns and may even- 
tually decide to offshore or out- 
source up to 1.5 million US-based 
call center seats that are now being 
staffed by Americans, said TUCP 
genera secretary Emesto Herrera 

“Our projection is that US firms 
will find ways to offshore to low- 
wage English-speaking countries 
about 50 percent, or 1.5 million, of 
all call enter seats now based in the 
US,” Herrera, a former senator, said. 

Не said that with the Western- 
ized culture of college-educated 
Filipinos, “we should get 30 per 
centof the seats" 

тһе US has at present more 
than three million call center 


seats, most of them in-house, 
supporting the operations of 
large companies that routinely 
deal with millions of customers. 

About sx milion Americans 
staff the work stations, making 
sales calls, taking orders or fielding 
questions from customers. These 
workers range from telemarketers 
and catalog order takers to techni- 
cal support agents for mobile tele. 
Phone and computer users. 

Herrera said US companies were 
paying their American workers 
from $7 to $14 per hour in wages, 
or six to 12 times the P15,000 per 
month that they would be paying 
Filipino cal center agents. 

"They can definitely save tons 
of money by resetting their call 
center activities in the Philip- 
pines, either through more с 
effective independent specialized 
contractors or by putting up in- 
house facilities here,” he sad. 

A recent Columbia University 
survey indicated that after India, 
the Philippines has been the "sec 
ond largest recipient of outsoure- 
ing, capturing almost 30 percent 
ofthe marke.” Jerome Aning 


Kidney center beats odds, 
marks 23rd anniversary 


THE NATIONAL KIDNEY AND 
Transplant Institute (МКТ) is cele- 
brating its 23rd anniversary on Feb. 
23 sil true to its mission “to work 
hand in hand with government in 
the achievement of good health for 
the Filipino people by providing 
specialized medical services." 

Founded in 1983 as the National 
Kidney Foundation of the Philip 
pines, МКП had just 50 beds for pa- 
tents needing medical and surgical 
care. From there the foundation 
"worked to become the forerunner 
of transplant centers in the country. 

‘The МКТ! story, however, is not 
without its twists and turns. 

In 1998 fire gutted the nearby 
Lung Center ofthe Philippines af- 
fecting some operations of NKTI. 
At the same time, the kidney in- 
stituce's buildings had deteriorat- 
ed, equipment had broken down 
or become obsolete, pharmaceu- 
tical supplies had to be purchased 
from outside. 

Like any public facility, NIT de- 
pended greatly on meager govern- 
‘ment subsidies, But its staff perse- 
vered and its newly appointed ex- 
ecutive director then, Dr Enrique T 
Ona, would not be deterred. 

Опа began by rehabilitating 
the patients’ rooms and building 
more to accommodate their 
growing number. 

The Center for Special Services. 
composed of the urology, en- 
doscopy and chemotherapy, 
transfusion and pain manage- 


ment units, physical medicine” 
and rehabilitation, prostate 
health clinic and vascular labora! 
tory wound and ostomy care clin- 
ic were established to cater to pa 
tients with special needs 

Up-to-date medical equipment 
were acquired ike а spira) Crscan; 
millennium VG gemma camera and 
open magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRD, ablatherm, extra corporeal 
shock wave lithotripsy flow сут 
елу and fluoresence in siu hy- 
bridization (FISH) machines, 

The NKTI provided continuing 
education for its doctors through 
extensive training programs in 
the various specialities. To con 
tinually upgrade the skils of its 
nurses and other paramedical 
staff, МКП established the Insti- 
tute of Advanced Nursing and Al: 

d Health Professions. $ 

"Today with їз three-story edifice- 
and two annexes that can accom. 
modate 266 inpatients, їз state-of? 
the-art equipment, services and exc 
penise in providing quality medical y 
care, МКП has maintained its 
standing as the countrys premieg+ 
institution for kidney diseases and 
organ transplantation. d 

Tris ће firs government hospi. 
tal tobe 1O 9001:2000 certified 

On Feb. 23, another buildi 
will be blessed, the Gourmet Exe 
press (New NKTI Café). Coinciding > 
ih this is the launch of he МКТ 
anniversary coffee table book 
“NKTI@20, A Dynamic Pulse" 


THE DAILY GOSPEL 


Monday, February 20, 2006 
7th Week in Ordinary Time 
1stReading: 
Gospel: 

When Jesus came to the place where hey ad let the disciples, they saw 
many people around and some teachers of the Law arguing with them. 
‘When the people saw Jesus, they were astonished and тал o greet him. 

Не asked, "What are you arguing about with them?” A man an 
swered him from the crowd, "Master, L brought my son to you for he | 
фаз a dumb spirit. Whenever the spirit seizes him, it throws him down. 
and be foams at the mouth, grinds his teeth and becomes stiffall over | 
asked your disciples to drive the spirit out, but they could not.” 

Jesus replied, "You faithless people. How long must 1 be with you? 
How long must put up with you? Bring him to me." And they brought Y 
the boy to him. 

As soon as the spirit saw Jesus, it shook and convulsed the boy who fell 
on the ground and began ring about, foaming at the mouth. Then Jesus 
asked the father "How long has this been happening to him?” He replied, | 
“From childhood, And it has often thrown him into the fre and into hê wa- 
ter to destroy him. Ifyou can do anything, have pity on us and help us” 

“Jesus said to him, "Why do you say: ‘Ifyou can? All things are possi- { 
blê for one who believes." Immediately the father of the boy cried out, 
"Ido believe, but help the ге faith ave." 

‘Jesus saw that the crowd was increasing rapidly so he ordered the 
evi spirit, "Dumb and deaf spirit, I command you: Leave the boy and 
erer enter him again.” The evil spirit shook and convulsed the boy 
‘and with a terrible shriek come out, The boy lay like a corpse and peo- 
pie sad, "He is dead,” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him 
and the boy stood up. 

‘After Jesus bad gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, 
“Why couldn't we drive out the spirit?" And he answered, "Only prayer. 
can drive out this kind, nothing else.” 

Commentary 

Wisdom (s given to us from above—easy to recognize for Ìt s peace- 
able, lenient, docile, rch În sympathy and Just deeds, impartial and sin- | 
cere, There ls a harvest of Justice sown in peace for those who cultivate | 
peace The disciples are having trouble without the wisdom of Jesus, They 
‘seek to heal and help and cannot make dent in evi ness, the rias of. 3 
others, Jesu presence commands che mute and deaf spirit of the child to 
Teave, and I obeys. And Jesus chastises us, saying some things can only be | 
driven out by prayer Do we pray with Jesus before the Father inthe pow- 
er of the Spirit, in peace, rich in mercy, sincerely, doing justice? Prayer bo 
‘gins with words and ends in works, 

еее Publicarions In 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil 
zon бу, UP FO. Box-4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon Clg; Tel: 921-3984; 
521-7239; Email: cQcarerorg , Websitesi, http://www bible, 
darer. org (Claretian Publications Ine) & htipi/missionariesdaretorg. 
(Clarets in the Philippines) 
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mhe WORLD N 
16 killed in cartoons riot in Nigeria 


KANO, NIGERIA—RIOTING IN NIGERIA LEFT AT Ке reinforcements had been de. Two police wer injured, and Thepolcemen hen freden Роп рай oniy turned violent 
ployed to the city and that a cur. we arrested 105 persons. Normali- isters of teargas to disperse the the crowd had only turned violent 
Teast 16 people dead Saturday after Muslim few had been imposed to bring tyhas been restored," Iwendisaid. crowd £ after a meeting about the cartoons 
protests against the publication of cartoons of the о ааа ys deaths were the "Има news went iin town жм eo ыйда ка. fears that 
“Weve arrested 115 people. first li Toons, as about what happened at the President Olusegun Obasanjo may 
Prophet Muhammad descended into violence, а some 15 persons were killed by anger mounted among Nigeria's square, a mob attacked motor change the constitution to allow 
police spokesperson said. Зоте am TI churches bum" 60 million Muslims, oughly half. spare parts shops of Christian Ig- him to stand for a third term. 
hesaid the population. фо traders at Monday market in Суй servant Tbrahim Salihu 
I Witnesses said that protesters to condemn European newspe- Another rioter died in asimilar _ Mohammed Auwal, a cvil ser- the ciy, looting and burning said; "Initially the preaching cen 
лей on the Christian minority pers that printed the caricatures. protestin thecityofKatsina which vant in Maiduguri, said: “When the them, Auwal said. tered on the cartoons, but ater the 
ие northern city of Maiduguri, Nigeria's police spokeperson, also tumed ugly The rioter was protesters gathered for the protest А local reporter, Abdullahi issue of the third term emerged. 
fuming shops and churches, af. Deputy Commissioner Haz Iwen- shot dead by police as marchers at Ramat square they were ordered Bego, said that at least 20 shops “After the preaching the group 
ter police dispersed a rally called di, said that Army troops and po- pelted officers with stones. Dyapobcedeachmenrtodispene" had been looted and churches decided to take its protest to gov- 
Ү had been burned to the ground. етапем house. Their way was 
“There are a lot of antiriot po- was blocked and police fired tear- 
lice squad all over the city and gas. People started throwing 
their presence has helped quell stones, then the police fred into 
i the rampage,” Bego said. the crowd,” he said. 
Tm recent’ weeks there have A local reporter in Katsina said 
MAPUA 28 been protests around the he had seen three people hospi- 


worid—some peaceful, some vio- talized with gunshot wounds fol- 


lent-by Muslims angry over the lowing the fighting. 
publication in European newspa- In Abuja, Information Minister 
pers of cartoons satirising Islam's Prank Nweke called on religious 


| holiest figure, the Prophet leaders о rein in their angry fol- 
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Level 4 (Teaching wd Tring Hospital) 
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PARIS—THE HSNI BIRD FLU VIRUS 
was identified Saturday for the firs 
time in France, Iran and India, and 
claimed another victim in Indonesia, 
though Nigeria said it was bringing the 
disease under control. 

The French government said all con- 
tainment measures were already in 
place as it announced that tests on a 
wild duck found dead in the central- 
‘eastern Ain department confirmed the 
presence of the highly pathogenic 
strain of thevirus. 

Six member states of the European. 
Union have now confirmed the pres- 
ence of the potentially lethal strain of 
the virus to humans, which is spreading. 
across the continent after showing up in 
Turkey and central Europe. 

Fears about the first HSNI outbreak in 
France, Europe's largest poultry produc- 
et led the government to take preventive. 
steps Friday and order all poultry and 
tame birds to be kept indoors, and all 
farm ducks and geese to be vaccinated in 


three departments on the Atlantic coast. 

Tn India, state government officials 
said that а laboratory had confirmed 
the countrys fist outbreak of the virus 
in chickens after 50,000 birds died. 

With concerns about the world's 
poultry stock, the World Health Organi- 
zation (WHO) has said avian influenza. 
is mot transmitted through properly 
cooked poultry or poultry products, as 
the НУМ virus is heat sensitive 

Meanwhile, Iran said that 135 wild 
swans found dead at the Caspian Sea 
coast have tested positive for HSN, the 
first cases of the virus to be confirmed 
in the Islamic republic. 

Indonesia confirmed its 19th death 
from bird flu, a 23-year-old man who 
worked for а chicken vendor, as the 
health minister vowed to boost stock- 
piles of the Tamiflu anti-viral drug. 

The word’ fourth most populous na- 
tion has now reported eight fatalities from. 
HSNI this year alone, the highest figure 
globally. The virus has claimed some 90. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, 


The WORLD 


lives, mostly in Asia, since late 2008. 

‘The virus is spreading in Austria, af- 
fecting a swan in the capital Vienna and 
a duck in a neighboring village, official 
said Saturday. 

At the same time it has been detected 
in 28 more dead birds on a German is- 
land where 13 were found earlier this 
week, the northeastern state of Meck- 
enburg-Pomerania's agriculture minis- 
ter, Til Backhaus, said. 

German Agriculture Minister Horst 
Seehofer warned on Friday that about 
80 birds in all had been tested for avian 
influenza and more positive results 
could be expected. 

Officials in Nigeria said Saturday 
that its bird би crisis was slowly coming 
under control, 11 days after Africa's 
first outbreak ofthe deadly HSN1 strain. 
of avian influenza 

"The situation is under control... if 
there are new challenges we are up to 
it,” Nigeria's chief veterinary officer Ju- 
naido Maina told AFP 


"Under the emergency preparedness 
plan, we have 70 investigative and di- 
‘agnostic teams to go out, get and test 
samples from all over the country аз 
soon as there are a high number of 
deaths,” he said. 

Bird flu had been confirmed in three 
northern states but there have been sev- 
eral suspected outbreaks in other 
states. 

Egyptian Prime Minister Ahmed 
Nazif on Saturday urged Egyptians to 
put an end to the use of rooftop fam- 
yards, identified as a major health haz- 
ard since the first outbreak of avian in 
fluenza was confirmed. Four out of six 
birds found to have been infected by the 
deadly HSN1 strain in Cairo came from 
such installations 

айу is prepared to breach European 
Union rules on srate aid to agriculture in 
order to boost poultry farmers suffering 
from consumer fears over bird fo, talian 
media quoted Agriculture Minister Gian- 
ni Alemanno as saying Saturday AFP 
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PAKISTANI Muslim activists shout 
anti-European slogans during a 
‘demonstration in Peshawar, Feb. 18, against. 
publication of the cartoons depicting the 
Prophet Muhammad. 


Danish editor: 
Cartoons printed 
in response 
to self-censorship 


WASHINGTON—THE DANISH EDITOR IN 
charge of publishing cartoons depicting the 
Prophet Muhammad says they were printed 
in response to self-censorship on issues re- 
garding Islam and that giving into pressure 
not to run them would have been "incompati- 
ble with a secular democracy" 

1л an opinion article written for Sunday edi- 
tions of the Washington Post, Flemming Rose, 
the editor at the Jyllands-Posten newspaper be- 
hind the publication of the caricatures, said ran- 
ning the cartoons was responding to “widening 
fears and feelings of intimidation in dealing 
with issues related to Islam.” 

Citing a Danish children's writer not being able 
to find an ilustrator for a book about Muhammad. 
and the Tate gallery in London withdrawing an in- 
stilton that depicted a Koran, Bible and Talmud 
tom to pieces, Rose said his newspaper saw “a le- 
‘timate news story to cover, and Jyllands-Posten 
decided to doit by adopting the wellknown jour- 
nali principle: Show, dont tell" 

The cartoons, first printed in September, 
have set off violent protests around the world 
in which at least 45 people have died. Other 
‘Western newspapers, mostly in Europe, have 
reprinted the pictures, asserting their news 
value and the right to freedom of expression. 

slam widely holds that representations of 
Muhammad are banned for fear they could 
lead to idolatry: 

Rose—who is on indefinite holiday from 
his newspaper—wrote that the cartoons were 
fair in their treatment of Islam. 

"The cartoonists treated Islam the same way 
they treat Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism and 
‘other religions. And by treating Muslims in Den- 
mark as equals they made a point: We are inte- 
grating you into the Danish tradition of satire be- 
Cause you are part of our society, not strangers. 
"The cartoons are including, rather than exclud- 
ing, Muslims," Rose wrote. 

‘One of the more notorious of the cartoons 
published features the prophet with a bomb 
in his turban. 

"Angry voices claim the cartoon is saying that 
the prophetis a terrorist or that every Muslim is 
a terroris" Rose wrote. "I read it differently: 
Some individuals have taken the religion of Is- 
Jam hostage by committing terrorist acts in the 
name of the prophet. They are the ones who 
have given the religion а bad name.” 

Alter reports that the Danish newspaper re- 
fused to rün caricatures of Jesus in the past, 
critics said that pointed to a double standard 
‘when it comes to dealing with Islam. But Rose 
defended his newspaper's editorial decisions, 
saying depictions of Jesus have been printed, 

"Jyllands-Posten has refused to print satirical 
cartoons of Jesus, but not because it applies a 
double standard. In fact, ће same cartoonist 
wlio drew the image of Muhammad with a bomb 
Jj his turban drew a cartoon with Jesus on the 
ross having dollar notes in his eyes and another 
‘with the star of David attached to a bomb fuse. 
"There were, however, no embassy burnings or 
death threats when we published those” АР 
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TheNYORLD 
Buyer draws $365-M lottery jac 


OMAHA, NEBRASKA—AT LEAST ONE 
person bought a winning ticket for Sat- 
urdays record $365 million Powerball 
lottery jackpot, officials said. 

A winning ticket was sold Lin- 
coln, Nebraska, the Nebraska Lot- 
tery reported. It was not known late 
Saturday whether other winning 
tickets were sold in other states. 

The chances of winning the jack- 
pot by matching all six numbers 
were 1 in 146.1 million. The win- 

Sales! 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20,2006 
kpot ticket 


tery jackpot stood in lengthening 
lines to buy tickets that flew out of 


machines at dizzying speed: 
“figure somebody is going to win 
it, so it might as well be me,” said 
Casey Symonds after buying $25 
worth of tickets for himself and four 
co-workers Friday in Nebraska. 
The Powerball jackpot topped the 
previous lottery 
record, which was 
$363 million for the. 
Big Game—the fore- 
runner of Mega Mil- 
lions. That was won 
by two ticket hold 
ers in Ilinois and 
Michigan in 2000. 
Powerball’s previ- 
ош record of $340 
million was won by 
an Oregon family in 
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1M fans 


‘satisfied’ 
with Stones 
concert 


RIO DE JANEIRO, 
Brani—Neteran rock 
group the Roling 
Stones treated 1 mil- 
lion delirious fans to a 
rock ЧЇ rol spectacle 
мій a fee show on 
Rio de Janeiro's Co- 
pacabana Beach on 
Sarurday nightin what 
was one of the biggest 
rock concerts ever 

Singer Mick Jag- 
ger, 6, danced 
around the stage like 
a skinny teenager for 
the two-hour show, 
which featured songs 
from their early days 
їп London 40 years 
ago and бот their 
latest Grammywin- 
ning album "A Bigger 
Bang.” 

Police deployed 
more than 6,000 
cers throughout Rio, 
one of the most beau- 
tiful but violent cities 
inthe world, 

Officials had been 
worried about 
widespread thefts or 
trouble with the drug 
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gangs that rule the G 


shamtytowns, or fave- 
1 

“Nothing serious 
happened, thanks to 
God. It was calm,” 
police Col. Leonardo 
Tavares said. 

A fire department 
official said about 
250 people were 
treated for exhaus- 
tion, drunkenness 
and other problems. 

Paramilitary 
troops had occupied 
several favelas after 
rival drug gangs 
killed six people in 
the Rocinha shanty- 
town on Wednesday. 

Tavares estimated 
the crowd numbered 
about one million 
people, Thousands 
more milled around 
surrounding streets, 
drinking beer and 
holding impromptu 
parties. 

Others watched 
from a flotilla of pri- 
vate boats in the bay 
and from hotel rooms 
along Atlante Av. 
enue, the main thor- 
oughfare along the 
beach. 

With its reputation 
for decadence, drugs 
and debauchery, Rio 
was the perfect venue 
for the Stones, for 
mer bad boys of rock 
who transformed in- 
to a powerful busi- 
ness operation. 

The Rio concert 
was part ofthe band's 
"A Bigger Bang” tour, 
Which kicked off in 
the United States in 
August and was the 
top-grossing тоск 
tour of 2005. 

Fans came from as 
far away as Japan 
and Europe for the 
show. Reuters 
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Scientists: California 
quake may trigger 
another Katrina 


ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI—MANY DENSELY 
populated US regions face the threat of flood- 
ing as disastrous as after Hurricane Katrina, 
due to urban spread into river floodplains, sci- 

fusncmmE BY 1 centists warned Saturday. 

EE E An earthquake or even a moderate food could 
destroy the levee system protecting towns and 
tates along the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
rivers їп northern California, said Jifrey Mount 
ofthe University of California. 

“The probability of a catastrophic levee failure 
in the Sacramento San Joaquin Delta in the next 
SO years is two in three,” Mount said on the side- 
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lines of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science (AAAS) annual confer. 
ence. 

Mount gave а worrying presentation to the 
conference entüed "The Socramenm/San 
Joaquin Delta: The next New Orleans? 

He said one of the frequent earthquakes in Cal- 
ifomia could destoy the levee system that bas 
been bui up since the middle of the 19th centu- 
ry sending боой water over a wide area. 

‘Mount said it could have а similar impact to 
the Asian tsunami in 204. 

“The Sacramento San Joaquin deka takes more 
than 40 percent of California's rainfall and covers 
some 280,000 hectares. It is the main source of 
water for about 23 milion people, of California's 
34 milion population. 

‘But most of the land is below sea level and is 
protected by more than 1,600 km of levees. 

Another 5,600 ba zone around St. Louis in 
Missouri faces a similar threat from the Mississip- 
pi river according to Adolphus Busch, head ofthe 
Сге Rivers Habitat Alliances. 

Busch, a member of the Anheuser-Busch brew- 
ing family, said there had been excessive urban- 
ization in the zone despite major foods in 1993. 

Не said the housing and development had 
drastically reduced alluvial grounds that normal- 
ly sponge up flood waters: 

Nicholas Pinter of the University of Southem 
Шоб said thar efforts to protect St Louis against 
flooding ultimately had increased the risks. 

Eighty-five percent of the Mississippi is now 
held back by levees and the level of the river has 
risen by 4 m since the start of the century he said. 

"The sation is now similar to New Orleans, 
which was devastated last year after Hurricane. 
Kanina smashed its water defenses, and in the 
Sacramento region. 

“In spite of 70 years of federal food control ef- 
fons and nearly 40 years of federal боой insur. 
ance, the coss of flooding continue to rise and 
there is no federal policy to provide direction for 
боше actions” said Gerald Galloway, an engi- 
neering professor at the University of Maryland. 

Galloway said that development had to be re- 
stricted in isk zones and water defenses had to 
фе srengthened as the authorities in the Nether- 
lanes have done since disastrous flooding there 
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Thaksin battles 
‘ame duck’ label 


By Nopporn Wong-Anan 


BANGKOK DURING HIS FIRST FIVE YEARS 
e Thai pene minister, Thaksin Shinawatra 
Ond ‘is pro business, modernizing govem- 
trent enjoyed а smooth ride dough ever 

bird Nuto the tsunami to resurgent 
Muslim separatism. 

Wars c Telecoms tycoon and ssid 
“CEO premiez embarks ona sith year in offe, 
оңко cries rom graft busters о erbus- 
Арат and anpe aizarion campaigners 
жепп ise increasingly ifi 

ping rearguard actions n so many publie 
seats Fons hatin and his Thi Rak Thai 
Cis Love Trais) pary wi have lite time in 
Ge coming montis and years to get on With the 
buisiness d government, analysts гау 

Fw dependent anis believe he wil not 
compiere the remaining dee years of his sec. 
Gad erm but they see Fridays session with 100 
stems on cocina reform as typical of 
Sreappessement acies he wil need xo deploy 

"ie government has become a lame duck as 
nali bas loss egy of leadership," said 
policat and investment analys Sonja Phag- 

at of Bangkok Thummasa University 

wl be Desy keeping the 1d on big hole, 
cling dows оп all «лабот! channels 0 
dismiss ham" Sonal sud 

“Не won! have much “ne lef forthe econo- 
my 

ne major headache isa vocal Бадай! fom 
sue Bangkok side dames over Ns familys 
Sis bilan, tax fre selot of their stake in 
Shin Corp, the telecoms empire he founded, to 
Singapore state ivesumencompany Temas 

елиш a leok on Thursday when the Cone 
эшта Cour refused to launch a probe то 


1 the controversial share sale. 
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Bui he is far from out of the woods. 

‘Two weeks ago, vengeful former business 
partner and media tycoon Sondhi Limthongkul. 
‘amassed a crowd of 40,000 people—the biggest 
antigovemment demonstration in 14 
years calling for Thaksin to stand down. 

A repeat protest a week later drew 20,000 to 
central Bangkok, and Sondhi has vowed to keep 
going ший Thaksin is out of Govemment 
House. Some analysts are saying this weeks 
Constitutional Court decision could boost the 
numbers again. 

"The unusually strident political tone caused 


: the stock market and the baht to wobble last 


week. 
Te has also thrown a major question mark over 


1 Thaksin's ability to push through ап ambitious 
$43 billion scheme to overhaul public infras- 


тшше. 
“Transport Minister Pongsak Raktapongpisal 
admitted this week that long-term foreign in- 


2 westors were asking about the sustainability of 


the planned "megaprojects which range from 
Тай and subway networks to rural irrigation sys- 


{ tems Reuters 


A Legacy of Caring through 
Quality Medicine 


Since 1946, Pascual Laboratories, Inc. has been providing Filipinos with quality and innovative 
health care products and services. From its humble beginnings in Tondo, it grew into a 
successful conglomerate that plays an active role in nation-building. Pascuallab provides 
valuable employment to hundreds of Filipinos. It helps fuel the country’s growth by being 
one of the Top 500 taxpayers of the Philippines. Pascuallab has also brought pride and honor 
to the country by receiving various product awards and accolades abroad. 


Starting from a single room laboratory, it now boasts of CGMP and ISO 9000:2001 certified 
production facilities in Balagtas, Bulacan that manufacture medicines at par with world standards, 
thanks to its quality assurance capabilities. 


Pascuallab is known for its quality medicines trusted by 
millions of Filipinos nationwide. 


POTEN-CEE? TTE вєтаопє? EZE ASCOF 
C PHAREX Propan? GLUCOLYTE 


Pascuallab has much to celebrate this year and part of the reason for this 
is the valuable support given by its partners in the medical community - 
the doctors and pharmacists who trust in their products 
and the drugstores that proudly carry them. 


We celebrate our 60th Anniversary with renewed strength 
and optimism as we vow to continue the legacy of our founders 
and make Pascual Laboratories, Inc. a global Filipino 
pharmaceutical company! 
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www.pascuallab.com 
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Suddenly, a landslide 


T= NUMBERS VARY, BUT WHATEVER THE ESTI- 


mate, the import is not in doubt. An entire baran- 
gay was wiped off the map last Friday, in late morn- 

ing, when a landslide buried Guinsaugon, one of 30 

barangays in St. Bernard town, Southern Leyte. 

Perhaps 1,300 residents lie under some 30 feet of mud; 
perhaps the number is closer to 1,800. It is hard to be ei- 

ther exact or certain. The weather 
ions that led to the landslide 
have made rescue and relief opera- 
tions extremely difficult, even risky. 

The last survivor rescued.was pulled out from under 
the muck on Friday afternoon. Since then, only dead bod- 
ies have been recovered. (As of 4 p.m. yesterday, that 
grim statistic stood at 62.) The number of those not yet 
accounted for remains unbearably high. 

"As many as 300 of the missing are elementary students, 
believed trapped in their school when the rain-saturated 
slope of the mountain came crashing down. One of the six 
teachers buried with them sent text messages hours after 
the landslide, confirming they were still alive. But since 7 
pam. last Friday her cell phone has fallen silent. 

It is unseemly, even illogical, to compare tragedies. But 
itis also only natural. Out of instinct, we reach back into 
the past to help make sense of the present. 

In many ways, the Guinsaugon tragedy is “worse” than 
the shocking PhilSports stampede. There is the sheer differ- 
ence of scale: possibly almost 2,000 victims died. There is 
the absolute unexpectedness of it all; the victims had not 
joined a queue for the chance to win big or small prizes. 
Many of them were simply going about their ordinary bust- 
ness; a number of them had in fact gone back to the village 
because, after two weeks of rain, the weather looked like it 
had finally cleared. Then the devastation—the mountain 
shook, and an entire barangay disappeared. 

Not least, there is the anguish of the innocent: Hundreds 
of children did what society expected of them, going to 
school because, as many of them must have been told, edu- 
cation was the ticket to a better life —only to learn the most 
fateful lesson of all: Death comes like a thief in the night. 

Ours is still a religious nation, so it is only to be expect- 
ed that in the last few days both public discourse and pi 
vate conversation have touched on the threshold ques- 
tion: How can God, or Allah, or Providence, allow some- 
thing like this to happen? 

There are no easy answers; there may їп fact be no an- 
swer. But the Christian faith that a majority of Filipinos 
still profess to follow offers a radical response: Those who 
believe in a suffering God believe that their God is right 
there among the suffering. 


Lessons from the past 


T SEEMS WE HAVE LEARNED SOME LESSONS 

from the natural disasters of the past. The orga- 

nized reaction to the Guinsaugon landslide has 
ech disciplined, proportionate, and on target. 

"Both the district congressman and the provincial gover- 
nor responded to the first news of the tragedy with re- 
salve and dispatch. In the first hours after the landslide, 
they proved to be the principal and largely accurate (if 
somewhat harassed) sources of information. 

“The national government also responded in a timely 
manner. A few hours after the landslide, the President 
went on the air, to offer her sympathies and to announce 
her instructions, These included the redeployment of 
Army soldiers to help in the rescue, and the hiring of a 
ship to transport NEA rice and other necessities. 

"The Philippine National Red Cross spearheaded both 
réscue operations in the village and a fund-raising cam- 
paign in the Geneva headquarters of the Red Cross; it 
managed to raise hundreds of thousands of dollars in aid 
in a matter of hours. Through the National Disaster Coor- 
dinating Council, the US Embassy also announced the re- 
deployment to Leyte of two Navy ships that were en route 
10 the Balikatan military exercises in Sulu. 

"Much remains to be done, of course. As many as 1,800 
résidents may still lie under 30 feet of mud. Some 1,500 
survivors need immediate assistance and long-term reha- 
bilitation. But all old, what needed to be done in the first 
48 hours of the tragedy was done; even politicians and 
political players like outspoken bishops observed a mora- 
torium on political buck-passing and blame-throwing. All 
that will come later, inevitably, like fate. 
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IF YOU ARE INCLINED TO FAVOR THE ADOP- 
Чоп of a new constitution and new form of 
government, the following story should give 
Fou pause because it gives you an insight into 
the Character of the mastermind behind the 
Chanter change. It also gives an indication of 
what he is capable of doing once he becomes 
thea of Pa aren 

Speaker Jose de Venecia, the principal driving 
fore bend the Che cha has been giving out 
fake “congressional awards” to visiting heads of 
fate and high officials from other countries, for- 
mer Sen. Francisco Тый told a breakfast forum 
{ast Saturday. Moreover, he may have sown the 
seeds of a diplomatie row with China by recog- 
Sizing Taiwan as an independent nation, thus i 
айп our own "One China" policy Recently he 
founded the Philippine Taiwan Parliamentarians 
Friendship Society, with ай the members of the 
House of Representatives as founding members. 
Not oniy that, he conferred а fake detoration on 
President Hu Jintao of China when he visted 
here. Expect a diplomatic protest fom the Chi- 
mese Embassy 

1n just two years, De Venecia has also con- 
ferred the decoration on President Musharraf 
of Pakistan, President Kalam of India, Speaker 
Oleksy ofthe Polish Parliament, Secretary Gen- 
eral Anders Johnson of the InterParliamen- 
tary Union, IPU President Sergio Paez of Chile, 
and former Prime Minister Aznar of Spain. The 
award has provoked serious questions, espe- 
ally among diplomatic observers. De Venecia 
calls it the “Congressional Medal of Achieve- 
ment But there ls no record of this award hav- 
ing been created by Congress. The cation car- 
ries only De Venecia's signature, without that 
Gf Senate President Franklin Drilon, who 
heads the other half of Congress. 

"The citation says: "This Award is bestowed 
оп behalf of the Filipino nation and in accor- 
"ance with Resolution No. 453 of the House of 
Representatives, Congres of the Philippines.” 

But a check on the records of the House 
showed that Resolution 453 has nothing to do 
at all with the award, Tatad said. 

HR 453," he said "is entitled ‘Resolution 
Directing the Committees on Labor and Em- 
ployment and Foreign Affairs to conduct joint 


Neal H. Cruz 


congressional inquiry on the status of the im- 
plementation of the government's ban on de- 
ployment of overseas Filipino workers to Iraq 
and look into the alleged neglect of duty of of- 

icials of the Department of Labor and Employ- 
ment and Foreign Affairs tasked to implement 
the said ban. It was introduced by party-list 
members Crispin Beltran, Rafael Mariano, 
Teodoro Casiho, Liza Largoza-Maza, Satur 
Ocampo and Joel Virador:” 

Neither the Senate nor the House of Repre- 
sentatives has any part in the creation of the 
award. "It appears to be purely De Мепесіаз 
personal invention and initiative, but this is 
not made known, whether to the public or to 
its recipients,” Tatad said. 


The marathon air talks between the 
Philippines and Bahrain—still going on in 
Makati as of this writing, more than 60 
hours after they began last Feb. 16 in Clark 
Field, Pampanga—could end up with one of 
the most contentious, disagreeable and 
anomalous bilateral air negotiations the 
country has entered into. 

Like any good host, the Philippines laid 
out the welcome mat for the delegation 
from Bahrain, a tiny speck of desert land in 
the Arabian Gulf, not much bigger than 
Metro Manila. 

"The talks were a debacle for the Philip- 
pines. The Philippine air pane!—headed by 


Transportation Undersecretary Edward Ро 


Harun Pagunsan and composed of repre- 
sentatives from the departments of foreign 
affairs, trade and industry, and tourism, as 
well as from Clark Development Corp. and 
the local airlines—was hamstrung by poor 
leadership and meddling from interlopers 
with vested interests, 


Here are some interesting sidelights of 
the talis shared by somebody who was 

On the eve of the negotiations, a dinner 
was hosted by Amable Aguiluz V chair of the. 
АМА Computer School, for all delegates. 
Aguiluz, who goes by the honorary title of 
“ambassador” is actually a businessman 
who established a computer school in 
Bahrain in 2002. 

"That made him a party of interest in the 
talks and, indeed, Aguiluz showed his true. 
colors when he openly took the position of 
the Gulf state in his public remarks during 
the dinner. Our source said Aguiluz closely 
monitored the talks and lobbied Mala- 
cafiang on behalf of Bahrain. For a "Philip- 
pine ambassador,” such a behavior is ap- 
palling, even treasonous. 

(On the other hand, Pagunsan is said to have. 
been less than resolute in supporting the posi 
tion taken by the rest of the RP panel—that 
the airlines of both countries forge a commer- 
cial agreement as a condition for granting 
Gulf Air more flight rights to Manila. 

Pagunsan was not a firm leader, our 
source said. Concerned about what the 
Arabs might do if they were rebuffed, he en- 
dorsed the Bahraini demand for more air 
rights (an additional ofsix lights weekly) to 
his panel members. In other words, Pagun- 
san was more worried about Bahrain's reac- 
tion than what was best for the Philippines. 

This, despite knowing that the RP- 
Bahrain air market is modest—this tiny is- 
land sent less than 1,800 tourists here last. 
year and there are only 30,000 Filipino 
workers there. 

"When the rest of the panel stuck to its po- 
sition, Pagunsan came around, but not de: 
sively enough. He wavered and left the RP. 

ition hanging, instead of presenting a 
united front to the Arabs. 

Fortunately, the rest of the panel stood firm 
to uphold the national interest amid tremen- 
dous pressure from the powers-that-be 

"Whatever the outcome of these talls, our 
hearts go out to the RP panel members for 
their principled stand. 


Songs for our times 


1 THOUGHT ID SHARE SOME SONGS WITH 
you on the first day of Edsa week. You might 
want to sing or hum them at the Shrine or out- 
side oft 

The first one is called, "The Great Pretender,” 
sung by the Plotters and dedicated to You- 
Know-Who (This one required little revising!) 

Oh-oh, yes I'm the great pretender/ Preter 
ing that [m doing well/ My need is such I рге. 
tend too much Tm lonely but no one can tell/ 
Oh-oh, yes I'm the great pretender/ Adrift in a 
world of my own/ Ive played the game but to my 
real shame/ I'm left to grieve all alone. 

“Too real is this feeling of make-believe/ Too re- 
al when I feel what my heart can't conceal./ Yes 
Tim the great pretender/ Just laughin’ and gay 
like a clown/ I seem to be what I'm not, you see/ 1 
wear on my head someone's crown/ Pretending 
ТЇ still be around. Too real is this feeling of 
make-believe/ Too real when I feel what my 
heart can't conceal. Oh, yes, mt the great pre 
tender. (repeat refrain) 

‘Next song is called "Yesterday" sung by the 
Beatless still dedicated to You-Know-Who: 

Weserday/ All my troubles seemed so far 
away/ Now it looks as though they're here to 
stay/ Oh, I believe in yesterday. / Suddenly Tm. 
not half the Prez 1 used to be/ There's a shadow 
hanging over me/ Oh, yesterday came suddenly 

Why I have to go don't know I couldn't say/ 
1did something wrong now long for yesterday. 

Yesterday/ рож? was such an easy game to 
plow Now ecd a place to hide way Oh 1 be, 

lieve in yesterday/ Why I have to go I don't 
know/ Icouldn'tsay/ I did something wrong/ All 
Тт now is yesterday. 

Next song is called "Dancing King,” sung by 
‘Aba Naman, dedicated alternatively to Fidel V 
or Joe De V and the Cha-cha boys: 

You can dance, you can jive, having the time of 
your life See that guy, watch his scene, dig in the 
Dancing King./ Life is black and the mood is 
Поу People have nowhere to go/ Just come into 
my parlor, get into the swing/ You've just found 
the Cha-cha King/ You can never stop this guy/. 
He is old but his ambltion's high With a bit of 
grease money eveything is fine/ Youre in the 
mood for a dance/ And then he grabs his chance. 

You are the Dancing King, stil in heat, only sev- 


амуи Dancing King feel the need for the ecstasy. 

You're a teaser you turn 'em on/ Leave ‘em 
burning and then you're gone/ Looking for a 
leader? No one else will da/ You're in the mood 
fora dance/ And then he grabs his chance/ You 
‘are the Dancing King, still in heat, only seventy/ 
Dancing King still looking for your lost destiny. 

Next song is "No Woman, No Cry" sung by 
the Wailers, dedicated to the detainees, soldier 
and civilian: 

No Woman, no cry (repeat 4 times)/I remem- 
ber as we go to si In this prison yard in Ghost 
‘Towns Oba, observing the lypocrites/ As they 
would mingle with the good people they meet/ 
Good friends we have had, oh good friends we've 
lost along the way/ To find your future you can't. 
forget your past/ So dry your tears Isay 

"No Woman, no cry/ No Woman, no cry/ Little 
darlin’ don't shed no tears/ 

No Woman, посту 

Said, said, said I remember as we go to sit/ In 
the government yard in Ghost Town And then 
Magdi would make the fire light/ Log wood 
burnin’ through the night/ Then we would cook 
plots and porridge/ Of which well share with 
‘you My faith is my only carriage/ So I've got to 
‘push on through/ But when we're free. 

Eviything’s gonna be alright (repeat till 
sawa) 

Next song is "Bad Moon Rising” sung by the 
Need for Credence Revival, dedicated t the 
trapos (this one required no revision at alll): 

7 see a bad moon arising/ I see troubles on the 
way/ 1 see earthquakes and lightnin? I see bad 
times today./ Don't go around tonight/ Wel, it's 
Bound to take youre Theres a bad moon on 

Thear hurricanes a-blowing/ I know the end is 
coming soon I fear rivers overflowing/ 1 hear 


the voice of rage and ruiny’ Don't go around 
tonight (repeat refrain) 

"Hope you have gor your things together/ Hope 
you are quite prepared to dic/ Looks like we're in 
or nasty weather/ One eye is taken for an eye/ 
Don't go around tonight) Wel, is bound to take 
your lje/ Theres a bad moon on the rise. (ce 
peat il warning is heeded) 

Next song is E.D.S.A, sung by the Village 
People Power, dedicated to the youth 

Young man there's no need to feel down Isaid 
young man pick yourself off the ground / I said 
Young man ‘case your worlds going down 
"heres no need to be unhappy Young man 
there's а place you can go/ | said young man 
when sation so slow/ You can go there and 
Тт sure you will find/ Many ways to fore the 
right time. 

Tesgreatto goto he ED.SA/ Its great to go to 
the EDSAY They have everything for young 
men to employ/ You can hang out with all the 
boys, Ies great to go to the ED.SA/ It's great to 
goto the EDS A, You can getyourselfcean/ You 
Ean do what you es You can win inthe stre 

Young man, Are you listening to me/ 1 said, 
young man, what do you want to be/ I said, young. 
Tran, you can make real your dreams Ви youe 
{otto know this one thing No man, doss i all by 
ней 1 said, young man, put despair on the 
shelf And just go there, to the ED.SA/ Tm sure 
you can help them today. (repeat refrain) 

Young Man, was once in your shoes зай I 
was down and out wich the Blues I felt, no man 
cared 1 were alive elt che whole world was so 
ive That's when someone came up to me/ and 
sald young man take а walk up the sireet/ 
Theres a place there called the ED $ A/ They 
can start you back on your way. (repeat refrain) 

Last song sung by, of, and for everyone. 

Ang bayan kong Pilipinas Lupain ng ginto't 
bulaklak/ Pag-ibig ang sa kanyang palad/ Nag- 
alay ng ganda't dilag/ At sa kanyang yumi at 
ganda 

Gahaman ay nahilint/ Bayan ko, binihag 
ka Nasadlak sa dusa./ Боп mang may layang lu- 
mipod/ Kulungin mo at umiyak” Bayan pa 
kayang sakdal ddag/ Ang ‘di magnasang makaa- 
рщ/ Pipinas kong minumutya/ Pugad ng luha at 
Galea Aking adhika makita kang sakdal laya. 
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Remembering Edsa I 


AFTER EDSA 1 AND EDSA П, AND AS ONCE 
again we approach Feb. 21, thoughts of “people 
power" are very much alive. People power de- 
throned a president and gave birth to a new Con- 
stitution. Today, once again, there are move- 
‘ments toward the defenestration of a president 
and the adoption ofa new Constitution. 

Historical context is important. Revolutions do 
not happen and constitutions are not written in a 

sy are born under the auspices of pre- 
тайпа political convictions. 

"The 1987 Constitution was born in the after- 
math of the 1986 peaceful revolution which not 
only ousted President Ferdinand Marcos but also 
totally redesigned the governmental and consti- 
tutional system. Speaking ofthis event, the Court 
saidin 1992: "From the natural law point of view, 
the right of revolution has been defined as ‘an ir 
herent right of a people to cast out their rulers, 
change their policy or effect radical reforms in 
their system of government or institutions by 
force or a general uprising when the legal and 
constitutional methods of making such change 
have proved inadequate or are so obstructed as to 
be unavailable. It has been said that ‘the locus of 
positive law-making power lies with the people of 
the state’ and from there is derived ‘the right of 
the people to abolish, to reform and to alter any 
existing form of government without regard to 
the existing constitution." 

"The 1987 Constitution was preceded by the Free- 
dom Constitution which also affirmed that "the new 
government under President Corazon C. Aquino 
was installed through a direct exercise of the power 
of the Filipino people assisted by units of the New 
Armed Forces of the Philippines.” But it was also 
this Freedom Constitution which called the 1986 
Constitutional Commission into existence. 

Can Edsa I happen again? What was its con- 
text? 

There is a tendency to attribute the rebirth of 
democracy to the events of the four days in Febru- 
ary 1986. Those days will forever be remembered 


SOUNDING 
BoARD 
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аза shining momentin a people's history; but the 
four days do not tell all. Edsa was but a part of a 
process, albeit the most memorable both for the 
intensity of its emotion and its dramatically eye- 
catching and infectious symbolism. But the long 
process of which it was a part includes both the 
struggles that precipitated the imposition of mar- 
tial law and the struggles during the long, dark 
nights that followed it. 

"here was never a moment, starting on Sept. 21, 
1972, that the nation was not moving toward Edsa. 
The underground struggle, the bloody encounters, 
the groans of torture victims, the pamphleteering, 
the rallies, both political and religious, the silent 
storming of heaven by contemplative nuns, the 
whir of fax machines, the electoral struggle under 
the most adverse circumstances, and, yes, even the 
“collaboration” with the enemy—each in its own 
way собі to the sans of eit Inthe 

|, Divine Providence, which the Filipino people 
had frst formally invoked in its 1935 Constitution, 
put the pieces together and let them explode into 
the celebration that was Edsa. 

‘When I reflect on the events of 20 years ago, 1 
see hubris as Divine Providence's tigger in bring- 
ing about the final downfall of the ruler. Feeling 
that he bestrode the world like an unconquerable. 
colossus, President Marcos dared all challengers 
to a "snap election.” That was November 1985. 
The events that followed brought out a multiplici- 
ty of heroes no one of whom could have achieved 
the result alone. 

First, presidential hopefuls sacrificed their am- 


bition (realistic or not) in favor of one presiden- 
tial candidate supported by all. They anointed а 
housewife inexperienced in governance, deri- 
sively branded by the “wise” as “walang alam,” 
‘who would become the “foolish” instrument 
through whom Providence wold confound the 
proud. Her battle cry of "tama na, sobra na” cap- 
tured the public imagination. 

Then, in the early weeks of February 1986, 
whether by free choice or by desperate necessity 
new heroes emerged. The computer operators 
unmasked the conspiracy to cheat the “foolish” 
woman of her electoral victory. Government in- 
telligence officers discovered a RAM (Reform the 
‘Armed Forces Movement) plot for a coup d'etat. 
‘Trapped, the soldiers made a defiant stand. To the 
death, they said. 

‘Then followed the call of Jaime Cardinal Sin 
and Butch Aquino for the populace to rescue the 
beleaguered soldiers. The people came in massed 
brigades of all ages and sexes to shield the soldiers 
from the threatening mortars of the President. 

The mortars were never fred. Fundamental 
humanity overcame the soldiery. Loyalty to the 
sovereign people prevailed, and the soldiers 
turned their back on the Commander in Chief. In 
that fact, too, there was heroism. And the dra- 
matic encounter between civilian and soldiers, 
bound together by the bonds of love for the same 
country and for the same people, is what is cele- 
brated as salubong, symbolic of a people deter- 
mined to join hands and work for anew future. 

1 do not see the emotion and the drama of 
February 1986 being repeated today. Not yet. But 
isit coming? Wil hubris again precipitate radical 

We can paraphrase Auden's Elegy to JFK: 

What Edsa was, it was; 

What it is fated to become 

Depends on us 

Remembering its birth, 

How we choose to live 

Will decide its meaning. 


Where are the people? 


THERE 15 A HAND-GAME AMONG KINDER- 
aren children that I have always found amusing 
ecause it deals with a question that is of vital im- 

portance in any sphere of human endeavor, exer. 

ise or ritual. 

"The game за sequence of two: in the first, hands 
are clasped with eight fingers interlaced and 
thumbs put together in the shape of a roof, while we 
declare: “This is the church.” Then both бейлеп 
go up and we say: "This îs the steeple.” The thumbs 
Part atthe command: "Open the door!” Then the in- 
Evtable question: "Where are the people?” 

And we see a desolate, empty church. 

n the second рап, both hands are clasped with 
six fingers interlaced in between the palms so that 
‘when you open the door, the people are there, wig- 
ling merrily, and the church comes alive. 

Both manipulations accurately describe the 
administration of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

“The first shows a government where the people 
are alienated from an administration that ignores 
them and, in etur, they distrust and even consid- 
er illegitimate. In the second, there are people in- 
ded, bu they are enclosed in between the clasped 
palms of Ms Arroyo—they are the appointees and 
allies beholden to her, wiggling merrily out of 
Sheer delight amid the torrents of perks, privileges 
and purses going their way at her behest. 

So where are we, the people, otherwise known 
as the citizenry, a.k a. constituents? 

We are the unseen, invisible non-entities out- 
side the Clasp, breaking our backs and working 
our hands to he bone to pay the EVAT and RUT 
and all the other VATS in the Arroyo magic alpha- 
Der, which is meant to ensure the continuous iow 
of perks, privileges and purses for the well-being 
ofthe Clasp. 

And to ensure our continued and perpetual 
bondage to the Clasp, we are now being hood- 
winked into believing that the troubles that beset 
us are а result of “degenerate politics,” which is 
the offspring of a bad Gonstitution. Therefore, 
this Constitution must be changed immediately, 
to save the “nation,” which to them is the other 
name for the Clasp. 

Tris of no consequence that before she took over 


SINCE THE TURN OF THE LAST CENTURY, THE 
ownership of land in our country has been deter- 
mined through a Torrens title, An Australian defi- 
nition of the title is presented as follows: "Under 
the Torrens Title system a Certificate of Title ex- 
ists for every separate piece of land. The certifi- 
cate contains a reference that consists of a vol- 
ume and folio number, ownership details, ease- 
ments and/or rights of way affecting the land and 
any encumbrances including mortgages, leases 
‘and other interests in the land." 

A Senate report explains why property owners 
in Caloocan are concerned with what they believe 
isa crucial challenge to the Torrens system: 

"In the August 12, 1997 issue of the Philippine 
Daily Inquirer, these landowners reiterated their 
request for a Senate inquiry into the land titling 
crisis affecting properties covered by the Hacien- 
da Maysilo. They called on the government to 
жор claimants from titling big tracts of already ti- 
Чей and developed commercial and industrial 
properties in the areas. They stressed that unless 
swift actionis taken, the Torrens system of land 
title registretion would become useless, public 
confidence in commercial transactions would be 
destroyed, and overall economic development 
adversely affected.” 

So what was—and isthe actual dispute? 

Let's begin with the mother property, so to 

ak. On May 3, 1917, Original Certificate of Ti- 
tle (OCT) No. 994, was issued. OCT 994 covers 
1,660 hectares in what is now Caloocan and parts 
of Quezon City. That propery was eventually 
subdivided. One of the smaller “subdivisions” is 
Lor 25-43, also known as the Tuason Estate. This 
lot was recognized in no less than four Supreme 
Court decisions: СЛ. No. L22510, dated Feb. 6, 
1925; GR. No. 123239, dated Dec. 31, 1925; 
G.R. No. 130668, dated Aug. 28, 1929; G.R. No, 
133646, dated Dec. 29, 1930, В 

Lot 25-A3 was bought from Jose Rato Tuason 
їп 1947 by the Araneta Institute of Agriculture, 
Inc. (АЈА). On that property, AIA established а 
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the presidency bringing along her gang of degen- 
етар by way of a mob rule that she now vehe- 
mently condemns, we were living quite peacefully. 

(By the way in the definition of terms, it is im- 
ponant for us to know that "government" 
democracy” and "state" can be used interchange- 
ably to refer to Ms Arroyo, so that any opposition 
to her is branded as “destabilization efforts against 
the government” or an act “undermining democ- 
тасу; and those opposed to her continued stay in 
Malacafiang, “enemies of the state") 

Now the question "where are the people?" in. 
the seemingly inexorable rush to change the Con- 
stitution, to “shatter it to bits and mold it nearer 
to (her) hearts desire" is the very timely subject 
of the book just off the press, "Trapo Governance 
and the Cha-Cha Conspiracy” authored by former 
Undersecretary for Constitutional Reform 
Manuel Valdehuesa Jr, who was thoughtful 
enough to send me a copy. 

Because I received it only last Thursday, 1 had 
just enough time to browse through it before 
‘writing this piece, and believe те, it was hard for 
me to put the book down. Though it tackles poli- 
tics, afield chat is beyond my ken, it is so engag- 
ing and so readable, it has given a political block- 
head like me a very clear picture of why we are in 
themess we'rein. 

Vildehuesa has no hidden agenda except what 
is dearly stated in the itle; you can literally judge 
this book by its cover, which has a unique and 
very fining design rendered by Ramon Sunico. 

But Valdehuesa doesnt just tell us whats 
wrong. He shows us that something can be done: 
there is hope. And we need not fall into the trap of 
the so-called “people's initiative,” which is actual- 


The value of a title 
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school, which is today known as the De La Salle- 
‘Araneta University 

From the time of the original (which 
was undertaken in good faith), AIA occupied the 
land, faithfully paying the real estate taxes there- 
for constructing buildings thereon, and subdivid- 
ing it into several portions with the approval of 
the appropriate government agencies. 

“Thiry-two years later, a certain Jose B. Dimson 
fled a complaint against АА. In his Dec. 18, 1979 
complaint, Dimson alleged that he discovered 
that his land had been illegally occupied! Accord- 
ing to him, he got his title tothe land as attorney's 
fees from a certain Bartolome Rivera. Rivera al 
ТУЯ 
of Ma. Concepcion Vidal. AlAs case has been 
Jumped with other cases filed in connection with 
oct 994. 

1n 1997, a regional trial cour ruled in favor of 
Dimson. The decision was subsequently upheld 
by the Court of Appeals and then by the Supreme 
Court. AIA has appealed the high courts verdict. 

‘Some lawyers have told me that there is a legal 
principle at work, here, too: the Doctrine of Lach- 
es. dris to land what the statute of limita- 
tions which sets specific periods for the fling of 
cases—is to certain sults or crimes. 

Basically it would be like this: you buy a piece 
of land in good faith. You develop it, improve it; 
you may even, at certain points, sell off parts of 
the original property you bought to other people. 
Decades after you bought the land, someone 
comes along and claims that the land is his. The 


ly a “sleightof-word” redefined by Ms Arroyo's 
ei goverment ackeysto refer o themselves 

‘And he tells us where the people are. They are 
inthe barangays. 

This is about empowerment of the people (last 
we looked at the Constitution, all government au- 
thority emanates from them) through barangay 
assemblies and “grass-roots” parliamentary dis- 
‘course, ай of which are provided for and stipulat- 
ed in RA 7160 or the Local Government Code of 
1991. Except that no one has bothered to imple- 
‘ment the law. 

їп fact, right after the elections, right after the 
government cofers were reportedly wiped out to 
Fund her campaign—consequently forcing her to 
announce that we have а “fiscal crisis one of Ms 
‘Arroyo's first policy announcements was the plan 
to cut the internal revenue allotment of local gov- 
femments, which would have seriously crippled 
the country’s smallest political unit—the baran- 
gay where, in a true democracy real power lies. 

So, you might wonder: Where is Valdehue- 
sa—now a gentleman-farmer in his place of ori 
gin, Cagayan de Oro—who has no hadden agenda 
‘and who sides with no person, party or persua- 
sion, coming from? 

Well che epilogue (titled "Where Do 1 Stand?”) 
should be good enough for the most suspicious 
minds. Excerpts: 

"The Constitution must Become the Social Con- 
tract we never had! 

“No longer should we settle for the presump- 
tion that a document cobbled together by a few, 
adopted by a few, and promulgated by a few will 
‘automatically command the respect and compli- 
ance of the many... Such a document, served up 
Tutong macao, to people with litle or no idea of 
‘what role or rule it holds for them today and to- 
morrow, is not ipso facto a binding one... 

"Sure, let us amend the Constitution, which is 
the template of our Social Order, and fix the bu- 
reaucracy, which is its operating system, but most 
important of all, let us upgrade and energize its 
power source—the Filipino people!” 


Comments to rubaiyat19@yahoo.com 


claimant naturally stands to benefit from all the 
improvements you put on the land. And anyone 
who bought a piece of that land from you, or 
bought from someone else who purchased a piece 
of that land from you, stands to lose his lot be- 
cause of this claim. Had you been fairly warned 
that there was a dispute over the property you 
bought, would you have made improvements on 
that land, or would people have bought from you 
їп good faith? And if the claim, made decades af- 
ter improvements on the land have been made so 
obviously and publici is allowed to prosper, 
"wouldnt it be unfair both to you and everyone 
else with titles to pars ofthe land you originally 
bought? That's the rationale behind the Doctrine 
of Laches. 

One thing is sure: this case involves a huge 
property and so many people and entities. If AIA 
Foses its appeal, is case will be the third precedent 
case affirming that OCT 994 of May 3, 1917 is not 
real. Anyone holding a TCT (Transfer Certificate of 
Title) from this OCT wil, in essence, be considered 
by the courts to be holding a fake titie. 

Well, is there anyone else holding such ТСТ? 
‘Yes, among them: the national government.—450 
hectares (covered by 1,254 land titles), and with- 
in ks ambit are roads, national highways, por- 
tions of the North Expressway, Edsa, the Bonifa- 
cio Monument, public markets and other public 
areas; private/business owners—1,210 hectares 
(covered by thousands of land titles), which cov- 
er property occupied by the Manila Central Uni- 
versity, University of the East, Eternal Garden 
Memorial, Ever Grand Central, Sony Corpora 
tion, Mojica Properties, to name a few. 

Indeed, the implications of this case are far too 
wide and virtually all-embracing that its resolu- 
tion requires no less than a Supreme Court of the 
Philippines sitting en banc. This certainly is one 
question that deserves the determination by the 
whole, not justa division, of our highest court 


Comments welcome at www.quezon-ph/blog 
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Memories, legacies 
of authoritarianism 


IN CYBERSPACE, THERE EXISTS A VIRTUAL KNOWLEDGE~ 
genie called "Wikipedia." Ideas fly through the worldwide 
‘web faster than light. Unfortunately, we stil use the 19th 
century QWERTY keyboard, so we have to resort to ana- 
grams and mnemonics to speed up data entry. For example, 
we just tap out the characters -M-H-O instead of laboriously 
typing out "in my honest opinion." To the dyed-in-the-wool, 
Netizen, four key- > 
strokes are all it 
takes to express sin- 

WIKI stands for 

stands for 
“har 1 Know 1s." Butch Hernandez 
and it perfectly de- 
scribes Wikipedia. While this resource is neither authorita- 
tive nor infallible, it does give а fairly accurate gauge of the 
modern world's perception of a particular person, item, issue 
or topic. This is so because Wikipedia is “the free encyclope- 
dia” that anyone with Internet access can add something to 
or edit in real time, instantaneously. 

Here is an interesting Wikipedia entry: “Three things 
make Ferdinand Marcos different from any Philippine presi- 
dent before him: first, he created and led, along with Gen. 
Fabian Ver, Gen. Fidel Ramos and Defense Minister Juan 
Ponce Enrile, a military-backed regime that arrested tor- 
tured and murdered thousands of Filipinos; second, the 14 
years of his dictatorship warped and all but ruined the coun- 
уз major institutions chiefly the legislative, judiciary and 
the military; and third, he, along with his family and cronies, 
Jooted so much wealth from the country that up to now ins? 
vestigators have a dificult time determining precisely how + 
many billions of dollars have been salted away" 

Justa few days ago, the Foundation for Worldwide People 
Power (FWWPP) put the finishing touches to “Mga Tinig ng * 
Himagsikan,” a video documentary to commemorate the 
20th anniversary of the Edsa Revolution of 1986. 

As part of the FWWPP's mandate, we endeavored to make: 
the documentary compelling and interesting enough to ap 
peal to youthful sensibilities. We test screened the video be- 
fore an audience composed almost entirely of young men, 
and women who were born in or after 1986. The oldest in’ 
the audience was 21 years of age. We administered a survey 
to gauge audience reaction, and the results we got raised 
quite a few interesting points. 

As many in our generation suspect, these young men and; 
women have a very sketchy notion of Edsa I. Their knowl- 
edge of things like the First Quarter Storm, the Rolex 12,, 
the Jabidah Massacre and other similar events from this 
particular point in Philippirie history was even more limited.” 

"They were incredulous when they saw on screen how 
Merocom troopers accosted hapless long-haired teenagers, 
and summarily snipped off their lowing locks. The images 
they were watching were so far removed from their own re, | 
lies that they might as well have been watching a film! 
about World War I. 

‘On the other hand, everyone in this audience said they! 
wanted to see more productions like "Mga Tinig n 

and the Inguinx’s "Edsa 20: Isang Larawan. 
Like the rest of us, they too have a right to the truth, prefer: 
ably in high definition video and 5.1 Dolby digital audig. _, 

Why has it been so hard to accurately remember an event 
so historically significant as Edsa I? More to the point, why 
has it been so easy to strip Edsa 1 of social relevance? 

їп 1999, the Gaston Z. Ortigas Peace Institute, the Ateneo. 
de Manila University the Center for Media Freedom and Re- 
Sponsibliy, and the FWWPP co-convened the "Legacies of 
the Marcos Dictatorship: Memory Truth-Telling and the Pur-* 
suit of Justice. 

"This multi-sectoral forum was the Southeast Asian зер- 
ment of an international initiative, called “Legacies of A 
horitarianism," led by the University of Wisconsin-Madiso 
"The other areas of inquiry were Latin America and Sout 
Айка. 

"The entire exercise explored in scholarly fashion how peo- 
ple went on with their lives in the aftermath of repression and 
Stare-instigared violence. (The highlights of this comprehen- 
Sive study are contained in "The Art of Truth-Tlling About Au», 
horiarian Rule,” University of Wisconsin Press, 2005.) 

‘Most of the participating countries—including ours—are ^ 
emerging democracies, having shaken off their authoritari 
an yoke in the past 10 years or so. Others, like Cambodia, In- 
donesia, Thailand and Yugoslavia have just begun the pro¬ 
сез, while Argentina has been in transition for more than, 
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“The people from these countries share two characteristic 
they all endured "widespread state violence that suppressed 
individual and group freedoms”; and in each country persons 
and communities have emerged, wanting to speak about it. 

1л their introduction, the work's editors namely, Ksenija 
Bilbija, Jo Ellen Fair, Cynthia E. Milton and Leigh A. Payne, 
raise the following points: : 

First, political transition—from authoritarian rule and 
dictatorship to formal democratic governance—does not 
necessarily bring dramatic change in the lives of individuals.» 

Second, even with public processes [for truth telling in, 
dividuals and groups feel excluded and certain truths remain 
taboo. Blanket amnesties and political accommodations —t0- 
{void polarization and breakdown—have produced “forgive 
and forget strategies thar close off official avenues for pubs 
lictrut-telling and accountability for past violence. 

"Third, impunity, amnesty laws and legal systems that pro; 
tect the legal and economic privileges of the powerful pose 
Obstacles to investigation, prosecution and imprisonment, 
for corruption and violence. 

Finally the similarities between the new democratic order" 
and its old authoritarian predecessor heighten disillusion? 
ment with social and political change, and weaken the moti 
vation to work toward 

By the way, the Wikipedia entry also said “most of Marcos 
accomplishments were overlooked after the Edsa Revolu- 
tion" and that "according to a recent survey, many Filipino: 
prefer Marcos rule because of the shape of the country to! 
day Many admire his autocratic, willful style of government 
Saying that his style of leadership is sorely missed and need + 
ed in the post Edsa Philippines where too much demo 
has ruined the body politic, with fractious standoffs in, 
Congress and deadlocks in the Senate; and actors as well 
traditional politicians being elected into public office. 

"Qn the other hand, many absolutely despise his regime; 
his shoving the free press into his pocket, his curtailing civil’) 
liberties such as free speech and the right to peaceably assem 
ble, as well his dictatorial control over the government There, 
is no middle ground, tis quite evident that Marcos left behind 
a society that was polarized after the Edsa Revolution.” 

"ir took a lot of courage to face down the Marcos regime's 
mechanized armor and battle-tested Marines with nothing’! 
but prayers and determination. Apparently that amazing dis- ^ 
play of genuine People Power was not enough. "Today's youth 
ме closely watching us, wondering where that courage} 
came from. x 


Butch Hernandez is executive director of the Foundation for, 
Worldwide People Power (FWWPP). : 
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in ‘South Park’ 


IRREVERENT HUMOR IN CARTOONS? WHILE 
жете ati what of the blasphemy of Jesus 
Chris and che vulgar disrespect of His holy 
mother in Jack cable TV's “ош Park” series? 

‘An episode depicts Jesus Christ as а nitwit 
Another pits Him against а magical illusionist, 
making of the Son of God а clumsy tyro who 
caine even do an ile 
Sion of multiplying ; 
loaves and fish. At peng 
the ex of he LETTERS = 
episode, Jesus looks ; 
pathetic, and the view- : à 
Er thinks i's fanny, Кы 

And what ofa "South Park? Blessed Virgin 
Mary with red liquid flowing between her wo 
feet, and a voice-over: "She's a virgin, in 
deea” 

n Ebralinagvs. the Division Superintendent 
of Schools of Cebu, children of Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses defied their school and defended their 
religious belief. So did the members of Iglesia 
тї Cristo in Victoriano vs. Elizalde Rope Work- 
es Union. So did a Baptist nurse in St 
Charles, Missouri who was fired because she 
refused to violate the teachings of her religion. 
And now, our angry Muslims brethren. 

Here, in this Christian country, we allow 
“south Park” 

JOM. BONG, 

executive director, 

Family Media Advocacy Foundation, 
comm. days@yahoo.com 


More important 
than health care costs 


THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO THE SPECIAL RE- 
port titled the "Debate on cheaper drugs rages 
amid high cost of health care.” (PDI, 2/15/06) 

The article quoted the book “A Call to Ac 
tion" written by Pfizer's chair and CEO, Dr. 
Hank MeKinnell. Unfortunately, excerpts from 
the book were taken out of context. 

Dr. McKinnell's book is intended to stimu- 
late a much-needed dialogue on the need for 
sustainable health care solutions around the 
globe. "A Call ro Action” focuses on the much 
larger issue of the costs of the disease and the 
value of wellness, instead of merely computing 
the costs of health care. The latter approach 
has been detrimental to both the health and 
‘wealth of nations. 

Regarding the specific issues of pricing 
medicines, it is true that the industry does not 
simply price a medicinal product to "recapture 
the R&D budget spent in development.” It is 
far more complicated than that; a number of 
factors, including the high cost of R&D, are 
considered in the final determination of a 
pharmaceutical product's price. 

‘On the subject of research and develop- 
ment, it is our global responsibility to con- 
tribute toward the R&D of new medicines so 
that unmet medical needs of patients through- 
out the world are addressed. Only one out of 
10,000 candidate molecules makes it through 
the grueling process of development and clini- 
cal trials, and the latest estimate of bringing a 
new product to the market has surpassed $1 
billion. Countries must invest in the future of 
medicines to ensure that future cures are dis- 
covered. 

It is also important for the public to know 
that Pfizer is doing Из part to provide access not 
only to medicines but to beter health care. Our 
innovative patient programs are now enjoyed 
by tens of thousands of Filipinos nationwide. 
Ош “Sulit na Gamot” initiative educates con- 
sumers on the value of research in bringing 
about better health outcomes. Pfizer also con- 
tinues to implement йз largest community pro- 
gram, the "Leaders for Health,” in partnership 
with the Department of Health and the Ateneo 
Graduate School. The program seeks to build 
the health care infrastructure in many doctor- 
less municipalities all over the country Since its 
launch in 2002, the program has benefited over 
1 million Filipinos in 48 poor municipalities. 

The discussion needs to be broadened to in- 
clude the need to improve our health care in- 
frastructure and not just focus on the cost of 
medicines. Pfizer is willing to participate in 
this endeavor. 

—GERRY E. BACARRO, 
president and country manager, 
Pfizer, Makati City 


Edsa I in news gallery 


THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF EDSA 1 RE- 
minds me of my visit to Newseum in Arlington, 
Virginia, in 1997. While there, 1 noticed there 
was nothing about the historic Edsa 1 in its 
News History Gallery. 

When I wrote the editor of Freedom Forum, 
the organization in charge of Newseum, about 
it, [asked him if Edsa I was deliberately left out 
because it was a bloodless uprising (unlike the 
one in China's Tiananmen Square), and there- 
fore it was considered not worth featuring in 
the News History Gallery. 

1 told the editor that to us Filipinos, the ex- 
clusion of Edsa 1 was glaring because it was а 
very important milestone in man's struggle for 
Freedom. 1 pointed out that history shows that. 
people who died for freedom did not always 
achieve it. But we Filipinos, in an unprecedent- 
ed act of courage, won freedom without shed- 
ding a drop of blood. 

"The editor of Freedom Forum replied, ask- 
ing for а copy of the front page of a Philippine 
newspaper, featuring Edsa 1. | wrote the I- 
umen editor in chief informing her of the re- 
quest and requesting her in tur if she could 
grant the same. 

have yet to visit Newseum agnin, but 1 am 
hopeful that the News History Gallery now fea- 
tures Edsa l. 

AMADOR CABAERO, 
7 Espina Compound, 
3. Rodriguez St, Cebu City 
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Jolo bar blast won't 
stop RP-US war games 


JOLO, SULU—THE BOMB EXPLOSION THAT KILLED A MAN AND 
"wounded 28 others here on Saturday night will not stop the Ba- 
likatan exercises as police remained clueless on who, or what 
group, was behind the bomb attack. 

US Army Lt Colonel Mark Zimmer, public inside the Vimar Videoke Piace was caused by а 
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Ра with а report rom Jeoffrey Maitem, | 1С DEXTERTON 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


THERE'S HOPE FOR DIABETICS. 


affairs officer ofthe Joint Special Operations 
‘Task Force Philippines, said "there are no 
plans of changing the schedules of our medi- 
fal, dental and engineering action programs 
or any activities of the Balikatan in Suh 

Filipino and American soldiers continued 
with their water well and school building con- 
struction in Maimbung town yesterday. They, 
however, were heavily secured. At least two. 
М6520 helicopters and a P3 Orion spy plane 
were flying to ensure the soldiers safety. 

"Zimmer refused to comment if he thought the 
explosion was meant to disrupt the Balikatan ex- 
ercise, which opened Saturday afternoon. 

"We don't want to speculate. We will not 
say anything until che investigation із com- 
pleted,” Zimmer added. 

The lone fatality in the blast was identified as 
Domingo de Leon, a Filipino from Cavite City who 
belonged to a Manila-based firm contracted by 
the Americans to maintain portable toilets here. 

De Leon, according to police, suffered multi- 
ple shrapnel wounds and third degree burns 

Sulu police chief Senior Supe. Ahirum Aji- 
rim admitted that police could still not say 
‘who was behind the attack. 

"We really have no idea, we're waiting for 
the results of the investigation,” Ajirim said 

Не said based on initial findings, the explosion 


ONE of the Japanese dolls on exhibit at the 
Provincial Capitol Complex of Camarines Sur 
by the Japan Foundation. 


Japanese dolls 
on tour reach 
Camarines Sur 


PILI, CAMARINES SUR—JAPANESE DOLLS 
may be the most expensive in the world wich a 
set that could be worth millions of pesos. 

But, to a Japanese group that brought the 
dolls here, they are a mirror of Japan's culture. 

"The appreciation of Japanese dolls is the 
first step to understand our culture,” accor 
ing to Tsotomu Suzuki, director of Japan 
Foundation, a group that promotes Japanese 
culture through exchange programs. 

Suzuki said the Japanese dolls reflect their 
aspirations and customs as a distinet people 
and had been part oftheir tradition for thou- 
sands of years. 

То celebrate the 50% year of Philippines- 
Japan Friendship, the Japan Foundation 
brought in to Camarines Sur 70 Japanese dolls 
for exhibit at the provincial capitol complex. 

The Japanese doll exhibit has also toured 
Marikina last month and will be in Baguio 
City next month. 

1n cooperation with the provincial govem- 
ment of Camarines Sur, the Japanese doll exhibit 
will run und] Feb, 19 at the function room of the 


type of dynamite commonly used for blast ishing. 

Rosielyn Sajiin, the videoke bar's cashier, 
said the explosion happened in the third table 
from the entrance of the establishment. 

‘Sajiin suffered burns and wounds in her 
face and legs. 

Most of the injured were women working 
in the bar as guest relations officers. Four oth 
er Filipino soldiers were also wounded. 

Ajirim said he had declared a full red alert 
status in Jolo, “and we are all in full combat 
position in the event [of another] explosion." 

The explosion came after protests against 
the Balikatan in Jolo and the shooting of stray 
dogs allegedly by American soldiers. 

Án American military official defended the 
shooting of stray dogs, saying the animals 
‘were a danger to people. 

"We do not condone the shooting of these 
animals, but we are also raising concern on 
the safety of our people, the safety concern of 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the 
local civilians," said Col. James Linder, overall 
commander of the Joint Special Operation 
‘Task Force Philippines (JSOTFP). 

The animals that were destroyed ap- 
peared to be stray and unhealthy, and as said 
we are looking into this and we are doing in- 
vestigation to ensure that we are doing the 
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Convention Cenner ar the Capitol Complex here. 

Gov. Ray Villafaerte said the exhibit wil 
help entice Investors to the province 

Villafuerte added that the provincial gov- 
ernment also provides free Nihongo lessons 
to promote Japanese се. A 

Suzuki said that, like the characters of their NR s NU Me 
waite language, the Japanese dolls express Шана нона RONALD L_JERESANO MALIN с. Айрин 
the realities of everyday Lfe in Japan. Use ot Nether ылай» me x sed NEN n 

The dolls have distinctive regional attributes أ ی واا ری ف‎ 
which, over he centres, have evolved into 
many diverse forms. 

He said Japanese dolls are not really toys 
but expressions of koi (love), traditions anc 
everyday life which had been handed down 
fom generation ro generation. Juan Escan- 
dor Jt, PDI Southern Luzon Buren 
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Rubber planting seen 
step vs air pollution 


DAVAO CITY—RUBBER FARMING DOES NOT 
only bring financial benefits but also helps 
lean the ай, a local expert said. 

Natural rubber is currently in high demand 

in the international market primarily because 

of the expansion of the automobile market of 
China and the expected growth of other key 
industrial countries. 

But Dr Eugenio Alcala, vice president for re- 
search and extension of the University of South- 
em Mindanao in Kabacan, North Cotabato, said 
aside from providing financial gains, rubber 
‘could help in restoring environmental health. 


‘Alcala said mature rubber trees have the 
capacity to sequester carbon.” 

He sald based on initial results of a study, which 
he did not specify it was found that a hectare of at 
least 21-year-old trees is capable of absorbing а 
cubic meter of carbon from the atmosphere. 

“If this calculation is confirmed, natural 
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I'm leaving for San Francisco tomorrow. 
IIl be pursuing my studies for another year. 


Good thing | already bought my Cyber-shot 
here in the Philippines. 


For someone like Joan, studying abroad & getting а Sony Cyber-shot 
here in the Philippines are two of the best decisions she's ever made. 


Because she knows that by buying here, she can: 

* Choose among Sony's wide range of the latest Cyber-shot models available 

- Get great freebies like Cyber-shot accessories and take advantage of 
competitive prices from Sony promos 

+ Opt to have her Cyber-shot serviced or repaired in 45 countries such 
as USA, Canada, Singapore, Hongkong, Taiwan, UK and UAE and, still 
continue to benefit from the local warranty* even when she comes 
back home—all for a very reasonable price. 


So, be like Joan. Invest on a Sony Cyber-shot п 
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rubber-producing coüntries can claim carbon. 

dits based on the Kyoto Protocol," Alcala, 
also executive director of the Philippine Rub- 
ber Board Inc. (PRBI), said. 

‘Rubber’ role in cleaning the air is one of the 
pitches being used by the PRBI in pushing for the 

sive cultivation of the trees in the country. 
RBI said it seeks to increase the country's. 
rubber land to 1.5 million hectares from the 
current 100,000 hectares. 

The provinces- of Basilan, Zamboanga 
Sibugay and North Cotabato remain the coun- 
чуз major producers of natural rubber and al- 
зо host the country’s oldest rubber estates. 

Alcala said Mindanao alone has a potential to 
expand its rubber area to 1.2 million hectares 
“without disturbing existing croplands." 

‘Apart from extensive land available for culti- 
vation, Alcala said Mindanao also has favorable. 

Ryan Rosauro, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Farmer held for slay 
DSAVAP Nort Coabato Polos here aested a 
«Terr deed Kling his ао on Thursday Mid 
‘yap police cf Supt Chino Mamburam sad the 
тареп. lentted as Gerardo Brn, 44, of Barangay 
Vira. repeatedly struck his faher Joe 65, dn а 
‘nat over the turing on and off of It m ter ances 
al home He said e eer Aron el to the oor but 
‘lad of stoping, he young Anion took a bolo and 
азво his tater to death. The suspect now faces pari 
Wedge Ede Femandez, PDI Mindanao Bare 


Army man charged 
TACURONG CITY—An Army clone charges wh the 
ox 23 demon o houses in Datu Abdulah Sangki 
own in Maguindanao has posted hal Co Jay Ja- 
andor commande ol the 4th lant Brigade 
ase here. and several other soldiers, were charged 
si violation of domi malicious mischief and rob- 
Bery in band by 80-year Ва Nawta Pangilan at a 
Vl court Parglaî oi prosecutors that on Nov. 23 
soders under Jalandoni ов her and her fami to va- 
Barangay Kamas In Datu Abdulah Sangki town. 
She sac the soldiers ured later. One ol hem a 
ped reu er food and others took turns throwing 
ayer mis clotting. те some soldiers de> 
толе ter house, others alegediy took livestock 
‘Glandon denied thes, cing video shown on a local 
Тү rewscast Nash Мала, PDI Mindanao Buren 


Higher port revenue 


PARANG. Maguin~ 

danao—The Au- 

tonomous Region 

Ports Authority (RPA) 

said it seeks to in- 

crease its revenues 

P24 milion from the 

current average of 

P240,000 within the 

next five years. The 

agency said the in- 

crease in collection would enable it to offer ship- 
ping firms safer, antiterror compliant facilities for 
argo and passengers. RPA Manager Alejandre 
Ampatuan said ARMM Gov. Zaldy Uy Ampatuan 
wanted planned ports upgrading done by using 
income from port fees. Dr. Endatun Talusan, Pol- 
ioc Port manager. said the port, built In 1976. is 
underutilized. Nash Maulana, PDI Mindanao Bu- 


2 soldiers wounded 

TANORG, Surigao del Sur—Two soldiers were seri- 
ously wounded ina clash with communist rebels in 
Sage town on eb 15, LL Joel Recasa, spokesperson 
ol the Sth Infantry Battalion based п Tago town 
Some five dometers from his capital town, said 
Sout 20 New Peoples Army (NPA) rebels am- 
Dushed the government solders who were on paro 
in Sio ibu л Barangay Агаһао-0гап. Surigao del 
Sur poco chiet Senior Supt. Arthur Sanchez identi- 
fed he wounded soldiers as Plc. Ramer Lab and 
Pic. Junus Palahang, who were brought to а medical 
Canter here. Maria Malaya. Natonal Democratic Front 
Spokesperson in the province, denied Recasa's claim 
Tata rebel was la. Ina phone cali to he nour 
Malaya said Wednesday's ambush was part ol an in 
ensi campaign by te NPA against the govem- 
ment fore President Macapagal-Arroyo 1o step 
own. ‘Bert Pacate. PDI Mindanao Bureau 


“Truth caravan" 

CITY OF CALAPAN— Thousands of Mindoreios 
welcomed the arrival here on Feb, 17 ofa nation- 
do caravan, dubbed Lakbay Mamamayan Para 
sa Kototohanan at Reporma, which started in 
Cotabato and Dipolog on Feb. 1 and Feb. 7, to 
generate awareness on indigenous people's 
fights, agrarian reform, mining hazards and con- 
sttutional reform. Bert Almonte, one of the local 
Organizers, said tho motorcade started in the 
morning fom Roxas town followed by Massin 
Pinamalayan town. Madonna Virola, PDI South- 
ат Luzon Bureau 


Bomb material seized 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, 

Laguna mo Cavite po- 

ice confiscated 140 

sacks of ammonium ni- 

rato, a chemical used in 

making bombs, in a jeep 

and arrested a polce ol- 

ficer who acted as escort 

ofthe egal shipmentin 

a checkpoint in Car- 

mona, Cart on 

"Wednesday Supt. Rad! Sermaria, nellgenca chiet 

ofthe Cavi police, dontiled tno suspect as РОЗ 

Non Iagan. assigned at Ino 402nd provincial росе 

тобо group based in Nasugbu, Batangas. Aso ar- 

rested was Jovito Boro, the ver ol the een. Ser- 

тота sad ће chemicals wore hidden beneath sacks 

of charcoal and wore due to be delivered о Tanz, 
‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Heruna, x A CTOSS DE RÍATION А» 
Mild quake hits 3 Mindanao cities 


DAVAO CITY—A MILD EARTHQUAKE HIT AT mountains could be "susceptible to landslide.” 
least three cities in Mindanao yesterday moming. Dennis Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
Noone was report- 


ed hurt in the quake. 
that lasted for several 
seconds. 

Ferdinand Тай 
сор, science analyst of 
the Philippine Institute 
of Volcanology and 
Seismology (Phivols) 
im Southem Min- 
danao, said the tremor, 
with йз epicenter at 
120 kilometers off the 
ocean deep southwest 
of Digos town, Davao 
del Sur, occurred at 
around 8:49 a.m. 

The quake of tectonic 
origin registered ensi 
уЗ in бе Richter sale. 
їп General Santos City 
and Ixensty 2 in the 
lies of Davao and Ki- 
paran Hm 


the Office of the 
Civil Defense in 
Southern Mindanao 
said no untoward in- 
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cident was reported. 
With the rains con- 
tinuing in several 
parts of Mindanao 
over the weekend, 
Taglucop said th 
towns near steep 
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еге no time to worry about unforeseen events. That's 
hy getting yourself an Insular Life Money Back Plan is one 
f the smartest moves you'll ever make. Get covered with 
life, accident and hospital care—in one neat package! 
i's nice to know that there's as much as Pé million in cash 
benefits to cushion your loved ones should anything 
happen to you. On the other hand, if you stay healthy 
during the paying period, you get all your premiums back! 
Thanks to Insular Life, you can stay cool, and focus on 
zaching greater heights in your career. 
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‘of landslides 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luson Desk 


at certain hours can help up- 
land villagers know if heavy 
rains had fallen in the area. 

Cabantog said the measure- 
ments were bases to guard 
against landslides and flash 
floods. 

The provinces of Aurora, 
Nueva Ecija, Bulacan and Tar- 
lac in Central Luzon, and the 
mountainous villages in Que- 
топ were hit by landslides and 
floods in November and De- 
cember 2004, The disaster left 
more than 1,000 dead and 
about 5,000 families homeless. 


PVC pipe 

The improvised rain gauges, 
according to Cabantog, could 
tise PVC pipes that are four 
inches im diameter The top 
should be open to catch the 
rainfall ‘while the bottom 
should be well sealed to pre- 
vent dripping 

This, he said, should be 
placed in an open space in a 
Common area such as a school, 
barangay hall or chapel. 

Arder should come in handy 
to measure the water level 
When the level reaches 100 mm, 
for 10 centimeters in les than 
five hours, Cabantog said this 
should be taken as sign by resi- 
dents 0 evacuate to safer 
ground. 

Village officials should des- 
ignate a person to measure the 
rainfall regularly and a team to 
Share the information with the 
Other villagers- 

The Philippine Atmospheric, 
Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration con- 
siders rains in an area heavy if 
gauges measure 75 mm an 
hour. In Japan, Cabantog said, 
200 mm of rainfall was the 
Standard warning for possible 
landslides 

Residents must also consid- 
er the number of days rains 
have drenched an area. If the 
mountain зой was saturated 
for days, as happened during 
the four successive typhoons in 
2004, another rainfall could 
trigger landslide 

Residents should also watch 
cout for damming at the peaks of 
hills and mountains. A sign to 
wach out for is when theres ie 
water Bowing im a river even 
when itis raining, Cabantog said. 


WATCHING OUT FOR SIGNS 
ofa landslide can save lives. 

Standing objects like trees, 
posts, poles and fences that tilt 
give hints of ground movement. 
and the possible loosening of 
soll and rocks, according to the 
Philippine Institute of Voleanol- 
ogy and Seismology (Phivolcs). 

Cracks on mountain slopes 
and loose deposits indicate 
that these are not stable areas 
and are prone to bigger land- 
slides, Phivolcs chief Renato 
Solidum said 

Solidum asked people to 
stay away from steep slopes 
traversed by streams and 
creeks that can funnel the soil 
and other debris downstream. 

He also asked people to look 
ош for road cuts, which indi- 
cate that the soil underneath is 
weak. 

Ta the case of the killer land- 
slides in St, Bernard, Southern 
Leyte, Solidum said heavy 
rainfall in the area—480 mil- 
meters from Feb. 1 to 16 com- 
pared with the monthly aver- 
age of 137 mm—most likely 
triggered the disaster. 

“There had been so much 
rain in the area and water 
added to the weight of the 
soil" Solidum said. 

"The presence in the area ofa. 
fault zone that generates 
earthquakes was a contributo- 
ry factor, he said. 

A volcano, Mt. Kabalian, lies 
in St. Bernard but this has been 
inactive and the tremors there. 
on Friday could not have been 
caused by volcanic activity, ac- 
cording to Solidum. 


Officials ... 
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nomical Services Administration (Pagasa). La 
Niña is a weather phenomenon characterized 
by heavy rains. 

їп fact, in the next 24 hours, heavy rains 
brought by La Ма are expected to hit Davao 
Oriental, the Cotabato provinces and the 
Caraga region—all in Mindanao, Pagasa said. 

Without citing specific places, Cruz said 
landslides, in fact, had already been reported 
in other areas of the country. (See story on. 
Page Ad.) 


Mapping 

Cruz said the government had begun 
mapping out the towns prone to floods and 
landslides. Once the list is ready, he will ask 
the media to help disseminate the informa- 
Чоп. 

|. Officials of the National Disaster Coordi- 
nating Council wil also discuss the matter 
‘wth governors, mayors and vilage chiefs 

The House committee on housing and ur- 
ban development yesterday asked the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natural Resources 
то promptly publish the ist of all landslide- 
and disaster prone areas inthe country to ad- 
equae forewarn the public. 

Committee chair Rep. Eduardo Zialcita of 
Parafaque said the Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau (MGB) had come up with a landslide- 
susceptibility map as eariy as 2004 but noth- 
ing wes done to relay that information to local 
government units (LGUs). 

Zialcita said the MGB report would be use- 
ful in the governments assessment of what 
had been done to educate LGUs about the 
map. 

Не lamented dat the MGB had failed to is- 
sue the necessary warning to residents of St 
Bernard and, thus, the catastrophic landslide 
thar buried an entire village in the town. 


Preventable 

“The [MGB must] update us on how they 
have conducted their information dissemina- 
tion for their landslide susceptibility map,” 
said Zialcita. 

On Saturday, an official of an environment 
protection group blamed the government for 
failing to take safety measures that could 
have prevented the landslide. 

Clemente Bautista, national coordinator of 
Kalikasan-People's Network for the Environ- 
ment, said the government had identified St. 
Bernard as a landslide-prone area in 2003. 


Install rain gauges 

Geologist Arnulfo Cabantog 
of the Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau earlier asked landslide- 
prone upland villages in the 
Central Luzon areas of the 
Sierra Madre and Zambales 
mountain ranges to install im- 
provised rain gauges because 
‘ery few of these instruments 
had been installed by the 
weather bureau. 

Rain gauges are used to 
measure the amount of rainfall 
in a particular area. The level 
of water trapped in a container 
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AMONG those found in the mud was a victim still clutching to this photo album, perhaps the 
‘only worldly possession he tried to save before he was buried alive. 


He said the deaths could have been pre- 
vented, if not minimized, if the government 
had acted early enough by initiating a mas- 
sive reforestation program and by setting up a 
locally based early warning system. 

"There should be proper information dis- 
semination of all matters pertaining to po- 


publication of all areas that are vulnerable 
to landslides should be the first step in edu- 
cating and forewarning our people," Zialci- 
ta sid. 


Early warning 

There are three things that local officials 
can do to prepare for a disaster, officials said. 

One isto evacuare the residents to safer 
ground. Another is to apply an engineering 

доп to an impending disaster such as the 
building of dikes. The third and cheapest way 
is to setup an early warning system, such as 
the one now in use in Aurora and Quezon 
provinces. 

Cruz narrated how residents in Bood.prone. 
areas in Southern Luzon had placed pasts that 
Can measure the rise of water in a river. 

Alert level 4, for example, would mean that 
the people need to leave their homes for high- 
er ground 

"п Quezon, when (the water) reaches level 
а, the mechanism (in place) is to ring the 
church bells. One person would ride a bike 
telling the people that the water is rising. 
‘There are many indigenous and creative ways 
(to set up) early warning devices," the de- 
fense secretary said. 
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The Citizens Disaster Response Center 
(CDRC) has urged the government to adopt 
Concrete measures to address the causes of 
people's vulnerability to disasters. 

CRDC advocacy officer Katharina Aun 
Berza said in a statement that an average of 
317 disasters hits the country every year, af- 
fecting millions of Filipinos. З 

She noted a rising frequency in disasters 
during the last decade and a subsequent in- 
crease in the number of people affected. 
Last year, a total of 10.4 million people 
were affected by 440 disasters. Ten years 
ago, 408 disasters affected 9.9 million peo- 
ple. 

“One would assume that given these disas- 
ters, a comprehensive disaster management 
system and program should have already 
been in place and a separate government 
body that gives special and undivided atten- 
tion to the many tasks of disaster manage- 
ment formed," CRDC said. 

Disappointingly, the CRDC observed, the 
disaster response system in the country was 
reactive, emergency-focused and relief-cen- 


The group noted that while the govern- 
ment was allotting more than 30 percent of its 
annual budget to foreign debt servicing, it 
was setting aside a measly 0.1 percent for 
calamity funds. 

For his part, Von Hernandez, campaigns di- 
rector of Greenpeace Southeast Asia, urged 
the government to prepare for the conse- 
quences of logging and climate change. 

“There had been warnings that the com- 
bined threats of destructive logging and an in 
crease in extreme weather events caused by 
climate change would intensify the impact of 
disasters," Hernandez said in another state- 
ment. With reports from Michael Lim Ubac 
and Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Lu- 
зоп Bureau 
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establishments opening their doors and fling- 
ing back their red curtains, hundreds of 
tourists and locals seized the opportunity to 
see a prostitutes bedroom, watch a brief live 
peep show or chat with a lap dancer. 

Harrowing reports of forced prostitution 
and human trafficking have caused a public 
outcry in recent months and even prompted 
calls from councilors for the 800-year-old red 
light district to be shut down, to the fury of 
many sex workers. 

Stories of petty crime and gang violence al- 
so dominate, 

"The open day is not only to promote the 
red light district but also to help change the 
image of the area because we think it is too 
negative,” said organizer Mariska Majoor, а 
former prostitute who now runs an informa- 
tion center for the district. 

"There are not just problems here,” she 
said. 

Prostitution has been fully legal in the 
Netherlands since 2000, and sex workers are 
self-employed and subject to tax. 

However, one rights group estimates that 
around 3,500 women are trafficked to the 
Netherlands each year from eastern Europe 
and Asia to work in secret brothels or illegal 
escort agencies, where they are often held 
captive and abused. 

“Tourist authorities admit the district—a 
clutch of narrow alleys and canals lined with 
sex shops, brothels and neon signs—is as big 
an attraction as Amsterdam's museums and 
coffee shops, where marijuana is freely 
smoked and sold. 

Every night visitors throng the streets, agog 
at the scantily clad women sitting behind 
huge red-lit windows, but only a fraction ven- 
ture inside. 

“This is a very good idea,” said 28-year-old 
Dutchman Maarten Ritsema, grinning after 
experiencing his first ever lap-dance at the 
Bar La Vie en Proost, 

“Ive never been inside anywhere like this 
before ... it's pretty casual, not as tense or hos- 


tile as | imagined," he said. Reuters 


A Personal and Collective Privilege Speech on Serious Revenue Generation 
and On the Term-Sharing Agreement at the Committee on Ways & Means 


By: Congressman Herminio G. Teves 
February 13, 2006 


Mi Speaker, fellow members of this august body, 1 rise on a Personal and collective Privilege on he matter of rovemue 
озсо and the tem»abring agreement of e Chairmanship atthe Conmites оо Ways & Means, 


ти representation served diligently as Senior Vice Chairman of sid commits in be 118, 29 and now the 13° Congress. 1 
Ive alway ben passionate about revenue generation. 1 believe that itis only through higher revenues hat we can balance the 
фора and reduce ош dependence on borrowings. But the tax las tat we pass in this chamber are for naught because so 
ud revenue per ye o tax escape the ax nel due to system failure and graft inthe country's main tax collection agencies, 
tn Bureau of eral Revenue and the Bureau of Customs. 


1 have fervently proposed several measures that are designed to reduce or minimize corruption in our revenue collection 
ts well as address several systemic error at the BIR. I personally believe hat with these proposed measures we will be 
this to maximize revenue ake and thereby, achieve а balanced budget he soonest possible ine 


‘Acomersoua proposal fom this representation В е deletion of ie secrecy and coafidentiality provision in tx payments 
"adr he 199] Tax Code. This will hei institute ansparency and redace connivance between taxpayers end tax collectors. 
id connvunc н е biggest source of graf and has сму been draining the goverment coffers for quite a ong tme. 


also proposed to President Arroyo that an Executive Task Force be created to estimate potential revenue per type of 
ux such as individual income x, corporate income л, vale added ax, excise tax, сс, and another Task Force that wil 
"undertake ийи on collection vis-a-vis potential revenues, Nobody is currently mandated о audit revenu collection, not 
Sven фа Commission оп Andit (COA). 


On he excise их of sin products, he DOF advocated for the reclassification of brands based om current market prices 
to generale a revenue of Р27.7 billion. The World Health Organization recommended that cigaroties must be axed high 
liar o bcr cours) to make it prohibitively expensive vo as to generate revenue and curb smoking harmful to health 
Specially among бе youth, President GMA heel made a public i het "there ls need to address the 
siu effects of the so-called sin products" by instituting эп adjustment inthe tax rates thereon vis-a-vis the actual 
mariot retall price. 


‘Congress, however, wale down the proposet indexation of sin лез and instead approved a mere 20% increase in be ex 


History on VAT payment of the Three (3) Major Telecom's Companies: 
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aic? hs representation void Мо? is watered door version. Tis, be was excnded in бс bicameral commer on the sid 
‘Gx mass afer whic | published an arce оп Ве sect "Haw serious are we ia raising revenue for our government” 
Мк Speak respected colles acl revenus collection iom бе Sin Tax Law registered aa dismal P296 bilion ls year, 
Rr on бош be projected PLS billion additional reves ftm his tax measure (Business World February 2, 206) 


Cin Lapus designated this Representation as Chair of the sub-committee on oversight. Immediately thereafier, sid 
sub-commitee undertook several inter-agency moetings р 
estimates of potential number of taxpayers and expected revenue vis-a-vis BIR colleóon. It was 
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Me loopholes а our tx system that necs то be addressed if tbe govemment is indeed serious in generating the mach- 
ceded revenus without resorting to borrowing, 


‘On the Individual Income Tax: 2004 Collection is P 95.8 billion whereas the potential collection is 
estimated at P 150 billion. 


M was uncovered that he poena ber of x payers on individual income tax alone i approximately 707 Mion based oa 
эшнен дш боп NSO, LTO, DOF ed Вита of Local Govemment Finance, SSS and GSIS. On eutomati witioking fom 
Compensation amen, th recorded number of employes with wagesslrie of over P5,000 monthly is 5370181 wi cual 
"uber tmt ри under he йсй filing mechanism i 2353,00, а difference of 421689. This poss a shorll in 
Collection amounting toa minimum of P350 billion. The ВІА nor бе DOLE bas no sto employers who could have widhcd 
‘he income lax om tcr employes but failed to remit е sume tothe BIR. 


On set employed individuals. The SSS database showed 528 milion sif cployed members but BIR's self employed 
divis txpiyes only reached 433,876 ora mere 8.2% of he potential. I we compare this othe биз of he LTO, there 
ме approximately 3,583,000 privately owned сиз and trucks registered. 


In 2004, he number of self-employed individuals who Bile income tax returns totaled 694305 and those who scaly 
ри oniy tuted 291,601 with payments amounting 1o P4854 B and Р 7553 B as withholding at source, a total of only P 
12.408 or 12.29% ofthe tax рий by employees as wiholdng 


On the Corporate Income Tax: The 2004 Collection is P 131.68 billion wherein the projected CIT 
would amount to P 180 billion. 


The number of corporations registered with SEC is 304070 while actual number that filed corporate income tax (СТТ) is 
115.582 or 3P of total number of SEC registrants: The number of companies that actually paid their CIT is 70,434 or 
23.16% paid CIT amounting to 131.168 billion 

Те Secus and Exchange Commision (SEC) should be mandated to finish the DOF and BIR the ats of corporations by 
locsion, primary риро: of business activity, capitalization, aned major incorporators in order fr the BIR andthe DOF tobe 
Aie to match протонов submited to thm by companies. Simla бе net income after tx оп cach player of indus and 
рогі should also be grven 10 de BIR, 

Valve Added Tax (VAT) the most abused form of tax by taxpayers. 


1a 2004 oa vat sles of 161536 players is P409 trillion while бе ero td sales and exempt sales are P699 04B 
and РАТ! 2098 respectively, These are not included in the ouput VAT computation. The total VAT collected amounted io 
only P 728920 or | 8% of sales whereas the projected VAT i P 124. billion. 


The government used to collect 3% sales tx on mast goods and services, however, this was replaced by а 10% VAT. N is 
sud b aote hough lat becuse of certain loopholes in the VAT system coupled wih abuses on input VAT deduction and 
ордон he VAT revenue collected is very much lower than what could have ben collected on the 3% sales tax. 


Bureau of Internal Revenue Summary of Quarterly VAT (25500) For Year 2004 
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те halo 2005 (excluding Cebu) shows а tol sales of ? 151.7948, бе zero-rated is P294 051В and exempt sales 
18 P234.72. The tax paid is only P 14.739 В or 0.97% les than onc percent (1%) of sales. On sales io exempt entice 
alone VAT deficiency в P47.12 B in 2004 and Р22478 in the 1“ halî of 2005. 
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1а my letter to BIR Commissioner dated Nov. 21, 2005, 1 questioned why the BIR did not implement Reveaoe 
Regulation No. 2-88 Section 4 where the practise о allow VAT registered sollers o sutomatically deduct tci sales to 
эмтир and zero ated in heir output VAT declaration is wrong. Similarly, 1 mentioned that under Revenve Regulation 
No. 9-69 provision on mixed wensnetion stes that "when the tax payer is engaged in zero rated and effectively zero 
fate sales a well as taxable domestic and exempt sales of goods and services and the amount allowable, input tax paid 
"annot be drelly and entirely atebuted 1o anyone in the transactions. И shall be alloued proportionately 10 each 
Category of transactions. BIR's consent o totally deduct all input VAT to the reduced output VAT is а double whammy to 
fur government Te point tha I raised in said ltr was met wih а deafening silence, 


“The telecommunicaions is now the biggest and most profitable industry: The PLDT, the leading telecoms company, is 
‘expected 1o surpass P 30 B in nct income for CY 2005, 


“This industry has а huge potential VAT revenue I the BIR is not remiss in ей tax collection effort. In s euer addressed 
to Ter Excellency, Pres. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo dated January 26, 2006 that wes coursed through the Honoribie 
‘Speaker Joss de Venecia, this Representation conveyed the tx payment of the tre largest telecoms players. For PLDT, 
VAT payments as percentage lo sales ls quite low. For 1999 it was 1.28%, in 2000- 0.52%; 2001- 1.12%; 2002-1: 
2005-1 58%; and 2004 - 2.54%, 


For Globe telecoms, cir VAT payments as percentage of heir sales is as follows: 1999 negative 3.43%, 2000- negative 
‘9.29%; 200] -negaive 7.60%; 2002-ne tive 57%; 2003- negative 001 % and 2004 - postvo 044% 


For Globe In 2004 exempt sales is P419.1 M or 0.98% while sles 1o zero-rated entes is 3.105 B or 7.28%. A total of 
3.524 В or 8.24% considered non-ratable, 


For Smart telecoms, eis VAT payments as percentage to ther sales is as follows: 1999 - 0.69%, 2000- negative 0.68%; 
2001. postive 2 26%; 2002. рови 0.53%; 2003 = positive 048% and 2004 negative 0.56%, 


In 2004, Smart's alleged sale 1o exempt entities i P6734 D or 8.2% to zerosatd entitles P15 365 B or 19:396 а ким of 
722.599 or 27.53% considered non-vatable. 


1 bye BIR wil not be corrected. Fs the арш VAT on operational vatable goods and services is 12%, Secondly, ther 
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"i apparent that fom 1999 — 2001 Smart had no sales to exempt and zeroted and for Globe only in 2004 that 
declared exempt and zero red sles, why? 


je consumers pay the whole of 10% VAT, it appears, however, tht this is no being remitted to tho goverument. 
‘What is for worse that players do not declare sales 1o except and zero rated as valable and over declare their input VAT 
thereby reducing amount of tax, disregarding BIR's Regulation RMC 17-96, Section 4 of RR-2-88 and RR 9-89 with 
regards lo гает! and zero rated sales, 


Not oly are the players of he tlecommunication industry not declaring as output VAT on their sales 1o exempt and ro 
rated sellers. They am not paying VAT on tho sales of cell cards that companies cisim to be te biggest bulk of heir 
ics. The reason given thatthe payment of VAT shall be made upon the utilization of thc card, in contrast to excise 
taxes that эт automaticaly collected upon withdrawal of the goods from the warehouse. As о why the BIR agreed 10 
sid argument remains аран 


“This representation is dona whether the projected additional revenus оп the expanded VAT from 10% to 12% and the 
12% VAT on foc, power, ir and water transport can be realized if th systemic errors inthe VAT collection as practiced 


ра VAT on capital expense of the power, ой, ай and water transport industries may not bo totally wild afer few 
уша эз what happens to the telocommanicaion players where VAT on capital expense tok several years o be lied. 
Undertaking all these proposals to increase tax collection from individual income tax both from the withholding of 
employees end (rom sciL cmpleyed individuals, increase number of corporate taxpayers corresponding increase in 
‘Soporte income ax (CIT) and increase collection of value added tax based on existing BIR Circular and Regulations on 
‘he meter will more баз generate revenue enough to achieve a balanced budget 


tower, out leaders are anxious to have additional revenue to finance important projets and increase food productivity 
жый semis increase ра copia income for our people, we need not impose а ша that is detrimental to progress in 
prodaciviy а care and to consumers. Instead of VAT on fue and power which caused so much sulering 10 our 
Deepens and consumes as proposed by many sectors of our society ~ffeedom from debt consumers, party list 
opciones, civic and religious sector. This representation proposes the tx on lex! messaging, no as additional VAT 
Si dicc ux on SMS messaging, Data shows tht there are approximately 300 million text messages sent through tbe 
mole nemoris every day. A x of fiy centavos рег text message would generate around Р 5475 billon annually, This is 
"mcs double the expected annual Р 29 billon from the VAT on petroleum products and six times the expected P 9 billion 
mally fom the VAT on siecricity. The revenas that coul be realized from this can be earmarked for fod productivity. 


(ЖАЛАЛ 


‘Further Me. Speaker, 1 propose that бе BIR vigorously collect VAT from the toll companies. Even ides toll companies 
ме subject ю VAT, беу ae not implementing it for he reason (ни е Tol Regulatory Board has not issued an order ы 
сш toll operators to ince the VAT in heir toll rates. If colecid proper, the VAT from these toll companies could 
тк ы och s P 90 milbon per month since hey have an aggregate monthly toll revenu of P 900 million. 


ME Speaker, my esteemed colleagues, this Representation has consistently and diligently worked for the counzy's 
‘ficient тесш collection, whichis parallel 10 the recommendations of Moody s. | have spearheaded an interagency 
task force o project potenti] revenue per typeof tax Jong before my son was appoined as Finance Secretary. 
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On matters concerning the term-sharing ss Chairman of the Ways & Means Committe, there are a few things thut 3 
have 10 be clarified 


Before our Christmas adjournment, a signature campaign was undertaken among members of the NPC requesting 
the Speaker to retain Cong. Lapus as Chairman 1 was requested by other members of LAKAS to undertake similar 
Signature campaign. | refused forthe simple reason that it is not necessary because the Speaker himself has forged 
a gentleman's agreement. 


A vigorous media campaign ensued, stacking his Representation vying for the Chairmanship of the Commie. The 
{Sess buried ариза me were bordering along the lines of absurdity onc of which is my being old, then conflict of interest 
sce my son Cay н the Secretary of Finance. twas published that faber and son tandem will not serve the county well 


Confit of interest exists when one of us is known o be corrupt, if onc of us has business interests 1o protect, The House 
‘economist, Congressmen Joey Salceda once sid "ih if ths Representation will be appointed as chairman onthe Ways & 
‘Means Comme, would serve a bonas because the oni the DOF Secretary". Cont of interest can happen not only 
Between family member but, as what happened under the Marcos regime, among cronies engaged in Comit practices, 


Congress is now proposing a Parliamentary form of goverment where the executive and legislative departments will 
merge bence eventually the Secretary of Finance will serve as the Chairman of Commitee on Ways & Moans, 


Now, on the term sharing of the Chairmanship ofthe Ways and Means Committee, Mr. Speaker, 1 wont things to be on 
proper perspective for Ве record of this august body. When 1 brought up this matter on the agreed term sharing with the 
Speaker he was willing to give mo the chairmanship И and when my son Gary gives up his cabinet position as 
Secretary of Finance. "I sald no way". 


п the Business World article eatiled "Outlook on RP mixed" (dated Feb. 10-11, 2006) states "n a report Moody's 
кезду the ost pessimis among the thes major credit raters ~ said the goverument must firs show "more progress” 
in improving ша collections, pss the 2006 budget, and make assurances tht current economic policies will continue 
before the “downward pressure” on the country's credit ratings is relieved. 


In the Business World article of February 6, 2006 it wes имей dat he House Ways & Means Committee has sid focus 
to x compliance. This representation в of e belief that he Speaker and the House Commies on Ways & Means will 
tow bs implementing whet 1 have long been sdvoctng rese past 3 tens. Tx collation efficiency must be mado a 
‘rary to promote tenspereacy in а collection. Deleting the Secrecy and Confidenaity provision in our Tex Code will 
тк just enhance indivi and Corporate Income Та Collection it will address problems as wel Input VAT and 
sl dedo of exemp and zero rated sales onthe Output V AT should also be serunozed. The telecom Industry 
Player kad experienced enormous gains yet they have buge mounts of questionable sales including outright declaration on 
ble sales on cell cards The over declaration of input vat nd thelr reduced V AT Labillc в били our government 
Tom the moci-ceded revenues With rese to the VAT on te sales of these products, it needs 10 be immediatly 
Tecossiderd vo he consumers and he government are not placed in a disadvantaged position by tho players. 
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LANDSLIDE RESCUE MISSION Rebs guarantee safety 


of GIs on rescue mission 


By Volt Contreras 


ST. BERNARD, SOUTHERN LEYTE— 
Only three months ago, their image 
took a beating in street protests, pub- 
Tic forums and congressional hearings 
after four of their men were accused of 
raping a Filipino woman at the Subic 
Freeport. 

But controversy took a backseat 
yesterday as American soldiers taking 
part in the "Balikatan" exercises be- 
gan arriving here to take part in res- 
спе and relief efforts for victims of a 
landslide that buried an entire vil- 
lage. 

The humanitaria contingent was 
mainly from the US 31st Marine Expedi- 
tionary Unit based in Okinawa, where 
the rape suspects were also stationed 
prior to being held under US Embassy 


custody to face trial. 

Thunderous Hilo helicopters landing 
near an evacuation center announced 
the presence of the US military volun- 
teers in this grief stricken town. 

At least 15 US soldiers were seen set- 
ting up a command post at the munici- 
pal hall grounds. 

Another group of officers, including a 
Filipino-American chaplain, surveyed 
the disaster site. 

2nd Lt. Edward Rushing said his ini- 
tial assessment showed that up to 75 US 
servicemen could be deployed t assist 
local rescuers. 

Up to 1,000 of the 6,000 US troops 
taking part in the Balikatan exercises 
can be tapped to work here, said Lt. Col 
Don Biadog, a chaplain ofthe brigade. 

“1 also did rescue operations in the 
9-11 attacks but this is something 


US soldiers land in Leyte 


else,” said Biadog, a Filipino-Ameri- 
сап originally from Bacolod City. 
“What I saw was mind-boggling and 
horrendous. Гуе never seen anything 
like this." 

"T especially feel bad about the kids,” 
said Biadog, referring to the more than 
200 children feared buried in a local 
school 

Visibly more organized three days 
ter the tragedy, the rescue teams are stil 
оп а “search-and-rescue mode,” 
‘Army Maj. Gen. Bonifacio Ramos, com- 
mander of the Sth Infantry Division. 

They were nevertheless ready with 
more body bags and sacks of lime for 
new corpses to be f 

Amid the roar of bulldozers and 
choppers, Fr. Jose Labrador of the San 
Agustin Parish said Mass for the victims 
before noon. 


COMMUNIST GUERRILLAS SAID YES- 
terday they won't attack American 
troops sent to help a landslide-hit 
province, but warned them not to stray 
into rebel zones or commit provocative 
acts 

The New Peoples Army guerrillas 
are active on Leyte island, where a mas- 
sive landslide buried an entire farming 
village Friday, triggering fears that 2s 
many as 1,800 people may have been 
entombed alive. 

In January, the guerrillas raided а 
police station in Leytes Albuera 
town, seizing 31 M-16 rifles and pis 
tols. 

“The NPAs, if they would not be pro- 
voked, would not take steps against 
them, especially in this time of calami- 
ty" rebel spokesperson Gregorio 
"Roger" Rosal said. 


But he seid the rebels would react if 


the Americans took a direct role in any 
covert anti-insurgency operation and 
ventured into their strongholds under 
the cover of their humanitarian mis- 
sion, Rosal said. 

“OF course, we don't believe that 
they are there for purely humanitarian 
reasons,” he said. 

The guerrillas are on US and Euro- 
pean lists of terrorist organizations. 
They suspended Norwegian-brokered 
talks with the government in 2004, 
saying Manila has refused to take 
steps to remove them from the terror 
blacklists. 

They have escalated attacks in recent 
months, hoping to help bring down 
President Macapagal-Arroyo who sur 
vived an impeachment last year over al- 
legations she rigged the 2004 election. 
The rebels have condemned her as a US. 
lackey. AP 


Buried school 
was home to 
math wizards 


By Volt Contreras 


ST. BERNARD, SOUTHERN LEYTE—IT WAS ONE OF THE TOWN'S 
best performing public schools, its pupils especially excelling in 
math competitions and academic exams. 

That was Guinsaugon Elementary School before it became a 
virtual tomb last Friday. 

Three days after a massive landslide, the fate of pupils full 
of promise despite their poverty, and of teachers dedicated to 
their calling despite their meager pay, remained uncertain. 

Earlier, rescuers retrieved the remains of Gloria Navos, the 
teacher-coach of the Grade Ш pupils that emerged as champions 
in last year’s Math Challenge. She also mentored this year's team 
that won 3rd place in the same competition. 


Team of wizards 

"Along with more than 50 bodies taken to а barangay hall now 
serving as а makeshift morgue, Navos was positively identified 
tough her wedding ring, District Superintendent Erlinda Diaz 
said їп an interview yesterday. 

‘Presumed trapped in one of the four GES school buildings are 
Navos” 2006 team of Grade 1 math wizards, Aira Mae Solis, Jef- 
Еу Coquila and Marvin Berdon, according to Dias citing 
records of the annual contest among the 27 public elementary 
Schools in St Bernard. 

The Grade I pupils’ victory was no fluke: Also this year, the GES 
teams from Grades I, Ш and Val placed 2nd in their respective 
categories, Diaz noted 

‘The school has long built a sterling reputation with its class- 
dom aces. 

{Diaz said it ranked No, 2 in terms of the average scores posted 
bj its pupils across all levels during the Distric Achievement Test 
lageschoo year 

{If other major indicators are considered, like the Division and 
Nitional tests, GES was ranked 3.5 overall that same year, she 


‘t's never far behind when it comes to academics and teach- 
ets’ performance,” she said, noting that while Barangay Guin- 
sáugon may be relatively poor compared to urban villages, she 
doesn’t recall it having alarming cases of malnutrition or 
dropouts among its pupils. 


‘idyllic spot? 

‘The school oficial sald GES pupils must have been “reviewing” 
fr this years division test scheduled on Feb. 24 covering the key 
subjects English, math, science and Makabayan—when disaster 
suck 

TShe believed the majority of the pupils finished with their 

ming recess and were inside their classrooms when portions 
of nearby Mt. Kan-Abag came tumbling down on the village at 
ound 10:30 a.m. that fateful day 

| Offcial figures placed the number of GES students at 246. 

{Diaz said the campus was already there, occupying its other- 
wise idyllic spot by a lush mountain, the day she first moved to St. 
Brunn 1968, 

ris means the vilager had never considered the school—-or their 
hómes—to be in a dangerous location, she noted. 

That was until Mt. Kan-Abag moved and bitterly snapped the 
winning streak of the school's fledgling math Olympians and bud- 
ding topnotchers. 


Faint sign of life in buried school 


From page Al 
cal corps, told reporters. 

Asked ifthe sound indicated signs of life, Es- 
guerra said: "Maybe, its feasible.” 

His remarks dashed with an earlier statement by 
a Philippine National Red Cross official who said 
rescuer he had talked to told him thar “indications 
wil tel that thase down there are all dead” 

Romeo Orilla, information officer of the PNRC 
team at the disaster scene, said the school was lo- 
‘ated with the heip of two dogs. 

Orilla said he was quoting Raul del Mar, 
head of the Bureau of Fire Protection's search 
and rescue team based in Cebu. 

Esguerra, for his par, said he was with an- 
other rescue team composed of seven members 
and that four of them, including himself, had 
heard the scratching sound between 2:30 and 3 
pam. while they were in the area where the 
Schoolhouse was believed buried 

Не said they were using instruments called 
Delsar, а Ше detection device consisting of sensi- 
tive microphone probes buried in the ground. 

‘But Esguerra, a member the Mountaineering 
Federation of the Philippines, could not say 
how far down the scratching sound had come 
from or ifa human being was responsible for 

A Philippine Air Force officer, who asked not 
tobe named and who was in a separate rescue 
operation, said the sound need not necessarily 
indicate human movement 

"t may just be running water or insects,” 
said the officer 

Asked at a press briefing last night if there 
was still hope of finding survivors, provincial 
Gov. Rosette Lerias emphatically replied: "Of 
course, thats why we're still here." 

She recalled thar in similar disasters, like the 
landslides that hit Quezon province in 2004, 
four children were recovered alive after 10 
days under the rubble. 

"Why can't we do that in Southern Leyte, if 
God wills itso?" she said. 


Under 30 meters of mud 

Tn a phone interview, Hector Reyes, head of 
the Philippine K9 group involved in the search, 
clarified that no part of the school building had 
actually been reached by the rescuers. 

Reyes said his team, with the help of three lo- 
cal guides and two dogs, only verified the spe- 
cific mud-swamped area under which the 
school had stood. 

Reyes said that as per readings made by spe- 
cial instruments brought to the site by another 
rescue team, the school lay beneath "25 to 30 
meters" of earth. 

‘Orilla said the school's location was verified 
at around 11 a.m. yesterday and that volun- 
teers made several attempts to dig but these 
only resulted in "cave-ins." 

‘The teams gave up at around 3 p.m. 


‘Please help us, ma'am’ 

‘The schools postion was ascertained on the 
same day а local education oficial showed the In- 
‘Quen "a text message” which she said she re- 


ceived last Sarurday—or a day after the land- 
side—from a teacher trapped beneath the rubble. 

Erlinda Diaz, district supervisor for the 
town's 27 elementary schools, said a message 
in Visayan that registered on her Sony Ericsson 
mobile phone read (in English): “Ma'am, we 
are still under the school. Please help us, 
ma'am. This is Edilio Coquilla. Please ma'am.” 

Coquilla is a volunteer teacher in the GES 
pre-school clas, she said. 

Diaz said she got the message "аз forward- 
ed" by the original recipient Delia Prieto, prin- 
cipal of the St. Bernard Central Elementary 
School. Prieto got the original message at 
around 1 p.m. Saturday and relayed it to Diaz 
at around 9 p.m. that same day, Diaz said. 

Lerias said the thought that children could 
still be alive under their mud-covered school 
had kept rescue teams going. 

‘Bur the search and rescue effort was tuming in- 
to massive retrieval as rescue teams had 
been unable to find a single survivor. What they 
found instead were bodies in their muddy graves. 

As of 4 p.m. yesterday, the disaster coordi- 
nating center at the municipal hall had report- 
ed 72 bodies recovered while 941 were still 
missing. The number of survivors stood at 415. 

About 1,500 people from different barangays 
were being treated in evacuation centers. 


Mass grave 

Twenty-seven bodies that remained uniden- 
tified were buried in a mass grave at the publi 
cemetery at 430 pan. yesterday, after health 
Officials raised fears of the spread of diseases if 
the bodies remained exposed. 

imagine if we can find them alive, there are 
cover 200 of them trapped inside the school Lerias 
Said. "1 asked the people to please help us in pray- 
ing that these шдеп and teachers ae all alive” 


Tunnel planned 

People involved in the rescue operation in 
the area where the semi concrete school build- 
ing was buried said they planned to build a run- 
nel to reach the victims below, believing there 
Were high chances they could find people alive. 

"The search and rescue team, which included 
Pilipino military groups, emergency response 
teams, mountaineers and miners, was assisted 
by American and Malaysian rescue experts. 

Aside from Philippine Air Force helicopters, 
also involved were four Sea Knight helicopters 
fom а US group belonging to the Oki- 
паме based 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit. 


Rains blamed 

Capt. Burrel Parmer, public affairs officer of 
Exercise Balikatan, said the Pentagon and the. 
US Embassy were very much concerned about 
the situation. 

Аз the government began its investigation 
into the incident, some survivors and residents 
of this town still believed it was the constant 
rains, coupled with a mild tremor, that had 
pushed the earth down onto their community. 

"The avalanche left an area of 8 square kilo- 


neters covered with mud as deep as 15 meters. 

‘Some survivors told the Ingumer that after 
about three weeks of rains, a mild earthquake 
shook the mountain and the landslide occurred. 

Adrian Fuego, regional chief of the Office of 
Civil Defense, said he was informed yesterday 
that the national government, through the Na- 
tional Disaster Coordinating Council, would 
begin its probe of the landslide on orders of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Initially, he said, people at the regional Of- 
fice of Civil Defense were working on the theo- 
ry that “because ofthe rain, water saturated the 
place and loosened the earth.” 

Не added that another theory was that the 
earthquake triggered the landslide. 

In December 2003, the Mines and Geo- 
sciences Bureau матей that this town was 
among the "geohazard" areas in the country. 
This was shortly after a killer landslide oc- 
curred on Panaon Island, this province. 

Оп the other hand, according to the US Geo- 
logical Survey, “landslides can be initiated by 
rainfall, earthquakes, volcanic activity, changes 
in the groundwater, disturbance and change of. 
the slope by man-made activities, ог а combi- 
nation of these factors." 


Sensors from Taiwan 

A life-saving machine from Taiwan was on 
the way to St. Bernard yesterday. 

"The equipment can detect movement under 
the ground and would be very crucial in locat- 
ing those buried in the mud in Barangay Guin- 
saugon, officials said. 

Rescuers have not been able to use heavy 
equipment to dig in the collapsed earth be- 
cause the ground was still soft 

"f there is life underneath, they can be de- 
tected by these sensors,” Defense Secretary and 
National Coordinating Council Chair Avelino 
Cruz Jr. said, 


Rumsfeld’s promise 

More help was on the way to Barangay Guin- 

‘Some 40 seasoned miners from the Philip- 
pine Mining Safery and Environment Associa 
оп left Manila yesterday with their ropes and 
drilling equipment. They had been involved in 
previous rescue operations in the country. 

Cruz said US Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld had promised help. 

"The Leyte landslide again raised the perenni- 
al question of how Divine Providence could al- 
low such a tragedy, more so in a province re- 
peatedly bartered by disasters 

Maasin Bishop Precioso Cantillas said: “Even 
in these most painful times, we believe that 
God continues to love all of us, especially those 
who are severely affected.” 

“While such faith is tested by this disaster, we 
humbly ask the God of mercy and love to sus- 
tain us in our faith and to remain constant in 
our hope for a better life and even everlasting + 
peace,” With reports from Luige A. del Puerto 
and Christian V Esguerra 
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Eusebio open to drug probe 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


‘ous national government agencies that 
have been tasked to look into allega 


discovered on Feb. 10. 
“They can always come in. We are 


wiling to cooperate,” City Legal Officer Rival links mayor to drug dens 
Eusebio further drew flak when he 
demolished the structures, which were 
3 considered as evideáce, five days after 
‘Operatives of the Anti-Illegal Drugs the raid, without coordinating with the 
national police. His political rival, Rep. 


Carlos Abesamis, speaking in behalf of 
Mayor Vicente Eusebio, told the Inquit- 
в, 


Special Operations Task Force raided 


paraphernalia and buy illegal drugs, in- 
side a compound of shanties in Sitio 
‘THE PASIG CITY GOVERNMENT YES- Mapayapa in Barangay Sto. Tomas the 
terday promised to cooperate with vari- other week. 

Police said the drug compound, just 
halfa kilometer away from the City Hall 
tions that city officials were involved in and the Eastern Police District (EPD), 

“one-stop shop shabu restaurants” could have been operating for more 
than a year 


headded. 


the shabu dens, where users can rent Robert Jaworski Jr, the other day even matter. 


linked Eusebio to the illegal operations, 
claiming that a certain “Pacman” was 
collecting money from the shabu dens drug addiction in the city” Abesamis 
for the mayor. 

Abesamis, quoting Eusebio, die o e en. os 
missed the allegation as plain “political Police officials under suspicion 

ing” 

"He (Jaworski) just wants to destroy Valenzuela has taken a two-week vaca- 

the reputation of the Eusebio family 


Justice Secretary Raul Gonzales ear- li 
lier ordered the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation to look into the allegations 
against Pasig officials. The Department the district and the city police were. 

of Interior and Local Government will lieved and yesterday left for the Philip- 
also be conducting a probe into the 


“We are open to the investigation. We 
have the same objective of eradicating 


added. 


EPD director Chief Supt. Oscar 
* tion leave while Pasig City Police chief 
‘Senior Supt. Raul Medina has been n 
lieved of his post following the discov- 
егу of the shabu dens. 

“Twenty-five other policemen from 


pine National Police Facility in Subic! 
retraining, 


S REM 


FISHPALOOZA 


‘Angelo Reyes as environment secretary. 


Members of the militant Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya group stage 

their own version of the Lovapalooza kissing festival, locking lips with their scaly 
'ilapia" partners. The unusual public display of affection last Friday was meant to 

highlight the group's disapproval of the appointment of former Interior Secretary 


көмюеос 


Spécial camp for special kids 


вур] Yap 


SOME OF THEM WERE AUTISTIC, OTHERS 
were deaf, while a few were wheelchair- 
bound, but they danced, frolicked and played 
like there was no tomorrow, for at Camp Pag- 
ibig, children will be children. 

A special kind of love once again flowed at 
Camp Pagibig, as it celebrated 30 years of giv- 
ing cheer and hope to hundreds of differently 
abled youngsters. 

Some 3,000 special kids from Metro Manila 
and neighboring provinces converged yesterday 
at the Balara Filter Plant in Diliman, Quezon 
City accompanied by their parents and camp 
volunteers. They played games, swam in the 
pool, danced, and simply had fun. 


Yearly tradition dating back to 705 

Other activities lined up at Camp Pag-ibig, a 
yearly tradition in the city that dates back to the. 
mid-1970s, included skills survival training, 
cooking demonstration and art appreciation 
lessons. 

Quezon City Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. 
served as camp host and honorary chair, а role 
he has assumed since 2001. 

"Camp Pagibig is designed to provide chil- 


dren with disabilities with opportunities to en- 
hance their socialization skill, paving the way 
for full integration and participation in the com- 
munity” organizers said. 

Like any camp, tents were ser up, with clowns 
and mascots performing during а fun-filled pro- 
gram. A forum was also held, in which parents 
talked about their concems for their children's 
future. 

The activities were planned and designed to 
make the children remember the two-day festiv- 
ity for years to come, according to camp director 
Jorge Banal Sr, Senate Jaycees president. 


Biggest gathering ever 

This year’s camp was the biggest yet, with 
some of the delegates coming fom special 
Schools in Regions 3 and 4, said cocamp direc 
tor Erlinda Lolarga. 

Highlighting dis years Camp Pagibig was 
the blessing and unveiling of a marker describ- 
ing the camps history for the past 30 years, fol 
loved by a thanksgiving Mass 

Camp Pag-big was sared in 1976 by the 
Philippine Assocation for the Retarded Ine. as 
the highlight of National Retarded Children 
Week, as provided for in Presidencial rocama- 
tion No 1385. 


7 METROBRIEFS — — 


Jogging protest 
LAD in jogging pants, t-shirts and shorts, more 
than 50 members of a multisectoral group led by 
Bayan Muna Rep. Joel Virador gathered at the 
Rial Park early yesterday morning and jogged 
toward the United States Embassy in Roxas 
Boulevard to stage a protest against the Balikatan 
exercises In Jolo, Sulu. "What the Filipino people 
need в regular exercise that's gopa for the health 
and not the Balikatan exercises that give rise to 
Tights abuses and the destruction of the local 
peopl’ dally Ives," Vrador said. A smali police 
force guarding tne US Embassy gates was taken 
by surprise by the joggers composed mostly ot 
women and children from Bayan Muna, Solidarity 
ctn Network of Mindanao, Bagong Ayansang 
Makabayan, Kilusang Mayo Uno, Moro-Cnristian 
Peoples Alliance and the Suara Bangsamoro par- 
y 

‘Margaux C. Ortiz 


Still waiting for justice 
NEARLY a year after his death, the tamily ot as- 
sassinated Pasig City Rep. Henry Lanot s stit in 
the dark about wno kled him and why. "We are 
stl wating for the results of tne investigation,” 
Lanots eldest son, Ken, told the Incumen yester- 
day. His father, whose electoral protest against 
Pasig Cty Mayor Vicente Eusebio s st pending 
Inthe Supreme Court, was shot In tne head while 
eating lunch Inside a restaurant n Pasig City on 
April 13 last yer Lanors supporters пай claimed 
the assassination was poltcaly motivated but 
Eusebio, who won over Lanot during the holly 


contested mayoral elections two years ago, de- 
nied the allegations. 
Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Car owner identified 
INVESTIGATORS have identified the owner of a 
car that figure in the kiling ofa Laguna informa- 
tin oficer in Макай on Saturday. POS Noe! P 
diras, case investigator rom the Makati Police 
Department Homicide Unt sald yesterday tat 
follow-up operations have ied to the identification 
of te owner of a back sedan (UHD 416). ider 
fed by a witness as the car driven by the man 
Who shot to death Jensen Cristobal, a Sta. Rosa, 
Laguna public information officer But while te 
car owner was automatically considered a sus- 
pect in te say, Paranas wihheld he name, 
pending further validation. "We are not sure yet 
Whether he stl owns the car, because he may 
Tave sold it but aed to transter registration,” 
said the investigator. 

Tarra V. Dulsmundo 


Fake products seized 
ABOUT P2 minion worth ot take Louis Vuitton 
and Gucci products were seizeg during recent 
таз conducted by the National Bureau of Inves- 
tiation (NBI) on seven stores in Binondo and 
Tondo, Mania. NBI intelectual Property Rights 
Division hif Jose Justo Yap sald the store own- 
ers now ace untair competion charges. The 
таша conducted on Fab. 9 yielded 5.323 peces of 
‘ounteret Louis Vuton bags and wallets, and 
2,700 fake Gucci tems. 

Margaux C. Orte 
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InFocus X2, the mult-use multimedia projector designed 
for work and play, dares you to explore unlimited 
possibilities. Express your ideas with panache while you Й 
win the best business deals at work even as you get 
unrivaled larger than Ife entertainment at home! 


With x2, you can surpass expectations! 


= 4ppm- 600 x 600 dpi 15,000 duty cycle per month 
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better solutions. 
|AsestscAsi Tecno OON INC. 
Sede ami 


rove 


hhether you operate an existing 

contact center or plan to start one 

up from scratch, you c 

«d option for 

you, Irs really the best "endioend* set of 
Solutions whichever way you go. You get a) 
high voice and dati c 
performance platform, 
smooth operations through multiple back-ups 
in a fuly cedundant Infrastructure. 

Voice operations are only the begin- 
ning of contact center potential in the country 
Other BPO functions include web mainte- 


be sure 


Зай of other jobs being outsourced most 
notably from the United States ata rate of 15% 
growth per year. PLDT OnCall supports voice 
and data, meaning that as you add other 
services to jour offerings, you con grow 
seamlessly: 

"The PLDT OnCall platform is rated at 
higlsavallabilty а 
that you are online a i much as 
possible, servicing the highest number of 
transactions. And that's important when you're 
competing with the likes of China and India. 


alore alone produces as many 
year just think of 


to think about is а system crash. With redun- 
dant server tinkups and storage facilities, PLDT 
‘Oncall keeps the integrity of your operations 
safe and secu 

оп driving your business. 


"You get it all from PLDT OnCall бг | 


startup or current contact centers. Whatever. 
your needs may be, you also get rapid 
Infrastructure deployment at minimal cost to 
you. You turn a ргы quicker because of PLOT 
OnCall's estomerfocused service: youre 

from instant 24/7 expert help. t's this 
expert assistance that improves your current 
contact center business infrastructure or helps. 
develop beuer plans for the center you want to 
put up. 

"To find out more about PLDT OnCall, 
log on to wwwpldtoncal 
bizsol&pldt.com.ph. or give us a call at 874 
p 


‘You keep on running and keep | 


шр or email | 


Now They’ 


Recently we've received a flood of emails 
rom potential partners all Inquiring about new 
‘opportunities in the HPO industry. Here are some of 
Ше questions. 

Qr We are а bag manufacturing company 
in Bulacan, and esport our products to ihe USA, 
Amaralia, Europe, Canada. We heaed about your new 
Set up for call centers and our company is 
Interested to know more about it since we would 
ike то have this Incorporated in our system—Eaith 
iro em 

apport and to handle 

only do you 

fiae existing customer tansicions but yow 
эмо expand your potential to reach new customers. 
With PLOT OnCall you can setup а contact center 
to make direct eal umts to sales leads in the US, ou 
Cas watch your cowomcr base grow with cach 
passin dap And the best thing is jou can keep 


re Talking 


adding on exira capacity to your contact center 
Seth PLOT Опан схо much case and without 
Expensive upgrade costs 

Gr Fa like 10 Inquire about the package 
and service that your company offers to all new 
‘stabilised сай center: We have 20 existing contact 
emer licenses and we need additional licenses for 
ош expansion. It wlll be located! in Cubao and we 
песа itas soon as possible. - thru emai from AS 

А ш AS, PLDT OnCall can defintely 
accommodate your expansion requirement You 
don't need additonal space-anymore in house your. 
equipment and you domi mecd to buy the 
йрт because we will provide, manage and 
Most the contact center platform for уой Your 
Capex wil be greatly reduced. PLDT OnCall person. 
Rel will contact you soon to further scope your 
peratoss amd recommend the most effective 
Serap for you. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2006 


THE PEOPLE Rage with a heart; reality bites Army brats 


From page Al 


‘And that was when the haze was lifted. 
Perhaps nothing in human history can jolt 
the conscience more than spilled human 
blood. We rage if blood is spilled in a cold- 
blooded murder. We rage even more if in- 
mocent blood is spilled. From Aug. 21 we 
knew that life wouldn't be the same again. 
We now raged, but still had to find the 
“coeur,” or heart in French, to go with it. 

‘And so the rage began. I wasn't an ide- 
ologue but appreciated some of the posi- 
tions taken by the Left. Marxism-Lenin- 
ism I found unattractive, just like many 
in my generation. Perhaps it was the fact 
that the communist revolution has 
spilled human blood like what the fas- 
cists and Marcos did. 


Snap election 

In 1985, Marcos called for his snap 
election. was in Korea on a student's ex- 
change. I was then a freshman at UP At 
UB we were, and still аге, free to choose 
our ideologies and personal beliefs. 

1984 and 1985 turned out to be an 
‘eye-opener. The opposition won 1/3 of 
Seats in parliament. That they won this 
much despite widespread electoral fraud 
attested to the rage that the people felt. 
The communists, in their inflexible ide- 
ology, failed to realize that the people 
wanted the largely peaceful and nonvio- 


lent way to express the rage. We were 
then just one year short of being able to 
vote. But we knew that it was just a mat- 
teroftime. 

"The 1986 campaign was marked by vi 
olence, intimidation, rage and prayer. І 
remember that someone was collecting. 
signatures for Cory Aquino's candidacy 
at Palma Най. did not sign. In principle, 
supported the lefts call for boycott. 


Folly of boycott 

But soon enough I realized the folly of 
boycott and decided to support the vore not 
ina partisan way bu to defend the ballot 1 
told my Dad, now that you have convinced 
me to cast my first ballot, 1 have no choice 
atto defend ic Iwas to valuable. 

"Thus on Feb. 7, 1986, I lost my politi- 
cal virginity. 

in the pol watch, I carried weapons for 
self. defence, but the voters high regard for 
the nonviolent path impressed me that | 
eventually dispensed with weapons. 

The votes were counted and 1 had no 
sleep for days. I went to a Mass celebrated 
by Jaime Cardinal Sin at Baclaran Church. 
This was ar the height ofthe pol count. 


Crunchtime 

What I clearly remember is a chat with 
a grandmother after the Mass. I confessed 
to her that I feared what could happen. 
She told me, "never to fear or give in. If 


you give in, we lose everything.” 

Tt was beginning to sound like a Greek 
‘Tragedy. We have old women give advice 
and the young seem about to die. When 
fraud reared its ugly head and was con- 
summated, the Catholic bishops drew 
the moral line. On which side should 1 
be? Itwas crunch time. 

1 came from ROTC training the day 
Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and 
Gen. Fidel Ramos defected. My father 
told me of the news after I had dismissed 
my marksmanship platoon. 

‘One of the cadets phoned me that they 
were at the barricades in front of Crame. A 
friend called me that the situation was seri- 
‘ous. [replied that we were now in a revolu- 
tionary situation. This was no longer funny. 

The week before, when Marcos’ parlia- 
ment declared him as the winner, my 
whole gang shouted “rebolusyon.” For the 
first time, I saw fear in my fathers eyes. 
He was not afraid that Marcos days were 
over but that many of the members of my 
generation would die. 

Young as we were, we had only roman- 
tic notions of "revolution." No doubt the 
leftist propaganda in UP contributed to 
‘our romanticism. Being the good soldier 
he was, my dad did not say any word on 
what we said. I told him that some of the 
‘cadets were in Crame and that I, as their 
‘commanding officer, have to be there. 

‘Once more my father did not say a 


‘Butz, you better leave now 


By Rozel Alex M. Santos 
UTZ, YOU BETTER 
leave the place now,” 

Defense Minister Juan 
Ponce Enrile told Agapito 
Aquino, leader of the August 
‘Twenty One Movement, or 
‘Atom. “It is no longer safe for 
you to be around." 

Aquino was having an impromptu 
meeting with Enrile at the Ministry of 
National Defense in Camp Aguinaldo. I 
was then an Atom officer, 1 had gone to 
‘Camp Aguinaldo to check out the adio 
report about the breakaway when I 
chanced upon Aquino and joined him. 

Enrile had requested for the meeting 
after Aquino telephoned him and of- 
fered help. But Enrile abruptly stopped 
the meeting after an officer showed up 
with news of an imminent attack. Enrile 
tured to goto a group of uniformed 
and stern-looking military officers. 


Bravado 

‘But Aquino, in his usual bravado, de- 
clared, “Mr. Minister, we are not leav- 
ing you behind. The people together 
with the Atom members are in Cubao- 


By Albert del Rosario 


nearby prepared to come to join you 
here in Camp Aguinaldo.” 

Sternly, Enrile exhorted us, almost in. 
command, "Please, leave the place 
now. You heard what he just reported 
tome. The situation is dangerous." The 
officer had reported їп a frantic tone 
that Marcos’ forces were "coming to at- 
tack us and bomb the place, sic" 

Teould feel my hair was all up and 1 
started to feel a big lump in my throat 
that almost choked me! "Oh Lord! What 
is this!" I said to myself. Iwas in terror! 

Enrile gave quick instructions to the 
officers, then proceeded to a news con- 
ference of local and foreign reporters. 

Turged Aquino to leave the place 
pronto. 

Iwill never forget how, quite sponta- 
neously, our dialogue went. “Butz, are 
ош Atom companions really waiting in 
Cubao? With that distinctly Aquino 
grin, he answered almost in a whisper 
as he bent over, “ano ka ba, palabas 
lang natin yon (what are you, its all for 
show), but we can call them anytime.” 

We went back to Cubao and at a tele- 
phone booth Aquino started making 
phone calls, including one to Radio 
Veritas, where he urged people to gath- 
erat Edsa and protect the rebels. 


“SHOWTIME” for Butz Aquino. 


word but gave the salute. I put on a blue 
jacket with a flak vest underneath. 


Army brats 
So [had to look forthe members of my 
platoon, 1 did find them inside Crame 
With orders to shoot back. These cadets 
Were al army brats, sons of Army officers 
Who had defected to the Еше Ramos 
ino. And the long nights began. The 
most fearful time was when some heli- 
copter gunships landed. Probably this 
Was it But it was Gen. Antonio Sotelo 
then, who defected to the rebel side. 
‘With the situation relaxed, one of the 
army brats said that we could take a 
Shower at his dads quarters at Crame, 
for it would be the last time." A priest 
had given us viaticum the night before. 
In the morning, found my Dad looking 
forme, who ordered the UP cadet squad 
“go home. 


Dad's courage 

Не brought me to General Ramos of- 
fice, where we stayed for the day. 1 then 
knew how much my father loved me, for 
it did take courage to put himself in line 
of possible fire. He was a bemedalled 
Combat veteran but going after me still 
required a lot of courage. 

My recollection is now hazy, for 1 was 
dead tired, very hungry and wasnt able 
to take that "ast shower” There was an- 


other group of other army brats, armed 
with assault weapons. The situation was 
still dangerous. 1 had been trained as a 
‘marksman in ROTC and had learned to 
dissociate my emotion from my weapon. 

‘This is a skill [still have and has served. 
‘me well in many of life's trials since. АЁ. 
ter watching the movie “Taps” 20 years 
later, І now realize that youth can do the 
unthinkable. Perhaps this is why my dad 
маз fearful. He was in charge of ROTC 
training in Metro Manila colleges and 
knew cadet psychology very well. 

1 distinctly remember General Ramos 
and Minister Enrile saying prayers be- 
fore a statue of the Fatima Virgin. 1 had 
never seen politicians do this. 1 then 
‘moved to a side room and while watch- 
ing the TV I saw Marcos cut from the ай. 
‘The end was at hand for Marcos and for 
his pulling the plug off Voltes V this was 
revenge on a cold plate! 

My Баа experience was almost totally 
confined inside an army camp. Unlike 
my friends and classmates from UP who 
scaled a TV tower under fire, or who 
stopped the tanks or wept under tear 
gas, I just had to keep the cadets in good 
spirits and to hold their ire. 

We were courageous as young people 
were expected to be. And we raged. It is 
by God's providence that this rage was 
not expressed in the violent way, but in a 
‘most laudable nonviolent one. 


Emboldened by Johnny Walker 


By Reli L. German 


birthday party with members of the August Twenty-One Move- 


Г: THE EARLY EVENING OF Feb. 22, 1986, I was at а small 


ment (Atom) when news of the rebellion by Defense Minister 
Juan Ponce Enrile and Gen. Fidel Ramos broke out. 


Because there was no phone around to 
‘confirm the report, we rushed to the Atom. 
headquarters on Pasay Road to call an emer- 
gency meeting of the Atom executive com- 
mince, including Agapito (Butz) Aquino. 

1 helped Butz set up Atom after the 
1983 assassination of Benigno Aquino, 
his brother. 


Cecilia Muñoz-Palma, Diokno 

Butz then called up Justice Cecilia 
Muñoz-Palma and Sen. Jose Diokno who 
said that Arom should weigh the situation 
carefully before making any decision. 

Shortly after, probably emboldened 
by the spirit of Johnny Walker (or was it 
Swing?), Butz decided to go to the scene 
of the ongoing event. 

‘At around 11 pam., we heard Butz on 
the radio declaring Atoms support for the 
Enrile-Ramos group and asking all anti- 
Marcos people to convene at Cindys fast 
food alongside Isetann department store 
оп Aurora Boulevard in Cubao. 

We began to march on Edsa towards 
Crame and Aguinaldo just after mid- 
night. We were to camp out in that vicin- 
ity for the next three days, not knowing 
what was in store for us. 

On Feb. 23, I headed an Atom group of 


The demonstration that never was 


(The writer is now Philippine ambassador to the United States.) 


N THE DAYS LEADING UP to the snap elections in February 
1986, it became increasingly clear that Filipinos were deter- 
mined to reclaim their democracy through the ballot. 


The whole world was watching the 
Philippines then. The Americans joined 
others in sending an election monitoring 
mission. Sen. Richard Lugar led the Ameri- 
can mission, which included such Ameri- 
сап political figures as Sen. John Kerry, 
Sen. Thad Cochran, Congressman Jerry 
Lewis and Congressman John Murtha. 


THE MILITARY 


From page Al 


Camp Aguinaldo to bravely face up to 
the tanks sent by President Marcos’ gen- 
ета. 

Early Sunday moming (Feb. 23) 
found me and my fellow officers as- 
signed at the RSBS huddled in a meeting 
in Greenhills, San Juan, where we decid- 
ed that enough was enough and that 
Marcos had to go. 

T and Col. Reynaldo Reyes, Col. 
Guillermo Cunanan and Lt. Col. Efren 
Abu decided to throw our lot with the Fil- 
{pino people and the vastly outnumbered 
rebel soldiers inside Crame and Aguin 
do for we can no longer stomach the ex- 
cesses of the government, 

Armed with my trusty .30-caliber US 
carbine, 1 and Colonels Reyes and Abu 
‘went inside Camp Aguinaldo before noon. 
De Peh. 23. hut not before entrusting our 


US mission 

Despite the findings of the American 
mission, President Ronald Reagan stated 
publicly his belief that there had been 
‘cheating on both sides during the snap 
elections. This caused a wave of indigna- 
tion among Filipinos. 

In reaction, Jimmy Ongpin, democra- 


families to Colonel Cunanan, who was al 
ready retired at the time. We trusted 
Colonel Cunanan to look after the welfare 
‘of our families and to tell our tales if any- 
thing untoward happened to us. 
Surprised 

Inside Aguinaldo, met acquaintances 
who were surprised but happy to see me. 
‘The air inside was electric because of in- 
formation that artilleries and tank units, 
with their full compiement of Marines, 
Were being arrayed against us from all 
directions. 

"We were also told that an aerial bom- 
bardment was imminent, prompting 
General Ramos, who was at Camp 
Crame, to ask Minister Enrile to transfer 
from Aguinaldo to Crame. 


Goose bumps. 


1 was with Minister Enrile when we 


cy activist and business leader, issued а 
сай for Filipinos like myself, Tong Payu- 
mo, Tony Cumagun, and Ben Santos, 
who had graduated from US schools, to 
organize a rally. 

Ме were to march to the US Embassy 
to submit a manifesto protesting Rea- 
gan's statement to Ambassador Steve 
Bosworth. With shirt and tie as required 
attire, | was designated to personally 
present our manifesto to the American 
ambassador in his office. 

On Friday Feb. 21, 1989, Jimmy asked 
me to advise the Americans of this plan 
as Steve Bosworth and | were close 


left Aguinaldo to go to Camp Crame оп 
foot via Capinpin Avenue. | had goose 
bumps when at the gates of the two 
‘camps we were mobbed by people whose 
numbers filled Edsa and adjacent roads 
as faras the eye can see. 

1 thought then that, truly, the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines has metamor- 
phosed into the Armed Forces of the Peo- 
ple. 

With Gen. Fabian Ver ratcheting up 
the pressure on us holed up inside Crame 
with tanks having their big-bore guns 
trained on us right from the golf course 
inside Aguinaldo, General Ramos asked 
usto choose our battle posts. 

1 decided to join the ground forces of 
Col. Red Kapunan and, doing a foot sol- 
егэ job, proceeded to help guard the 
rear of Camp Crame where the vehicles 
of Minister Enrile and General Ramos 
were located. We knew the tactical im- 


friends, When 1 told lim we would be 
coming, Steve, ever the gentleman, 
asked me what soft drinks we would like 
to have served since we would be march- 
ing in the heat of the sun. 
Protecting military 

The demonstration was organized to in- 
dude 150 US graduates and had been 
Scheduled for Monday, Feb. 24, However, 
we were overtaken by events. What would 
forever be memorialized as the First Edsa 
Filipino People Power Revolution burst in- 
tothe open on Saturday, Feb. 22, 1986. 

Jimmy Ongpin, Bert Romulo, Tong 


‘I chose to be there’ 


portance of those vehicles in case the 
leaders ofthe rebel forces had to transfer 
their base of resistance. 

We who were doing rear position de- 
fense at Crame already had our fingers 
on the triggers of our rifles cocked 
and ready to go—when we heard what 
to civilians would have been ће fright- 
ening heavy drones of attack heli- 
copter. 

"The choppers reconnoitered one time, 
surely doing reconnaissance of Crame's 
defenses, and 1 told myself that the sec- 
‘ond time they get over us all hell would 
break loose. 

As it turned out, the helicopters were 
being "signed, sealed and delivered” by 
Col. Antonio Sotelo, who then joined 
over imo our side. 


Foot soldier 
The restis history. But as 1 look back at 


five that was stationed on Bonnie Serrano 
Avenue on the side of Camp Crame. Late 
that night, we gor reports that soldiers loy- 
al to Marcos would attack the camps on 
board tanks and armored vehicles. So we 
placed garbage cans, rocks, and other stuff 
to form a barricade on Serrano Avenue. 


Solitary rope 

Residents on streets perpendicular to 
Serrano had already made their own 
barricades. What was unique was the 
one on 4th Avenue. 

"There was nothing on the entrance to 
the road, save for a solitary rope tied be- 
tween the Meralco post and a traffic sign 
on the opposite end. 

By eariy morning, no tanks, no armored 
vehicles came. По my group that enemy 
scouts must have been puzzled (as we 
Were) or intimidated by the rope that was 
Obviously meant to stop their forces from 
trying to retake the camps. 

"The entire Atom group was right at the 
intersection of Edsa and Bonnie Serrano 
when the news broke out on the morning 
GE Feb. 25 that the Marcoses had fed the 
country, All of us yelled our lungs out and 
unabashedly cred in extreme jubilation, 
‘The country was finally free. 


Payumo, Tony Cumagun, Ben Santos 
and were among the first small groups 
of civilians that rushed into Camp 
Aguinaldo that memorable Saturday 
evening. 

Along with our families who immedi- 
ately followed and kept vigil outside of 
the camps through the succeeding days, 
we went there to protect those in the mil- 
itary who had broken with Marcos. We 
did not know it then, but we would be- 
‘come part of one of the great episodes in. 
Philippine history, even though the rally 
we ourselves had planned never took 
placet 


those four glorious days when the Fil- 
ipino people stood side by side with 
‘THEIR Armed Forces, 1 know that 1 had 
made a decision that could live up to the 
high standards have set for myself. 

1 was a veritable foot soldier in 1986 
during Edsa People Power I despite my 
rank, but it was a duty to God, country 
and family which 1 could not tum my 
back to. 1 didn't have to be there, but 1 
chose to be there. 

My conviction which will never 
change is that whether as a rifleman or 
asa Chief of Staff of the AFR which 1 was 
during Edsa Dos in 2001, a man's contri- 
burion to a common cause, no matter 
how humble, is immeasurable, 

Tam proud to say to my children and 
my children’s children that in 1986, 
when the Filipino bucked tall odds to ef- 
fect change, | was there in Edsa fighting 
for what I believe was right 
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because it is certainly within your reach. 
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that bear the assurance of Carrier reliability. 
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It’s all about cooling your homes 
and businesses. 


When choosing your split air-conditioning system, put your money where your trust is. 
Whether it is for the bigger rooms of your house or your place of business. 
Because what you choose today will define your cooling comfort tomorrow. 


And the guaranteed return on your investment. 


It’s all about knowing 
Carrier expertise is within reach. 


For over 100 years now, Carrier has defined what air conditioning is all about. This expertise has allowed Carrier 
to introduce unique and pioneering breakthroughs only a leader can. Value added features such as 
easy acquisition, free installation, after sales service, warranties and genuine parts supply. 


All these to assure you of high quality, reliable units. Inquire from your dealer about these features. 


It's all about energy efficiency 


Power consumption is everyone's concern. Whether at home or in your place of business. 
Which is why the Alpha Split has a unique feature called Economic Running. This allows the Alpha Split 
to automatically adjust the temperature to an optimum level. Also,a 24-hour ON and OFF timer 
will allow the unit to go on and off at predetermined intervals. Add to this a high 


Energy Efficient Ratio (EER) and you are assured of maximum savings in electricity. 


It's all about advanced technology working for you. 


An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. This same adage applies to 
the Carrier Split. It is equipped with a Self-Diagnostic Device which detects potential 


system malfunctions and protects your unit from any damage. 


RI ER It's about time. 


It's all about accessorizing your home. 


Flat is beautiful. Flat is the ultimate design in air conditioning systems. 
A Flat Panel means there are no ridges in the grill that can gather dust. 
or grime. A Flat Panel blends in with the elegant interior design 


and ambience of your home or place of business. 


It's all about intelligent cooling. 


The Carrier Xpression is not just form but substance too. Here is where engineering is at its best. 
It has a 7mm Super-Conductive Lanced Sine Wave Fin Surface that speeds up the rate that 
heat is taken out of any room. Moisture that slows down the ability to absorb additional heat 
slides right off the coils of the Xpression's Hydrophilic Evaporator. The Turbo Cool and Powerful Mode 


features enable the unit to go full blast, cooling a room in less than 60 seconds. 


Face it there's nothing like knowing 
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the best reward you can give yourself. 
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It's all about breathing clean. 


Not just a lot of cool air, but a lot of clean, cool air. The Carrier Xpression has 
5 exclusive features designed to do just that. A Washable Anti-Mold Filter screens out harmful 
mold, dust and pollen. A Photo-Catalytic Filter removes harmful gases and 
chemicals in the air. A Charcoal Filter neutralizes cooking odor and cigarette smoke. 
Ап Electrostatic Dust Collector catches airborne allergens like dust mites, pollen and dog dander. 


And an Anti-Bacterial Blower Fan and Drain Pan inhibit the growth of bacteria and fungi. 


It's all about rewarding yourself. 
The Carrier Xpression is in itself the ultimate assurance of quality in 
air conditioners. And no one deserves this more than yourself. So go ahead. 


Indulge yourself. The Carrier Xpression is truly your own just reward. 
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THE MILITARY Abadia: Superiors’ orders fell on deaf ears 


By Fe Zamora 


LTHOUGH PRESIDENT FERDINAND MARCOS HAD AN- 
nounced he would not attack the rebels, loyal generals, 
allegedly prodded by the First Lady, continued to issue 


orders to decimate the rebels, a 


But the orders fell on deaf ears as 
the ground commanders had already 
lost their will to fight, said Gen. 
Lisandro Abadia, who was then Army 
chief of operations. 

‘According to him, even Imelda 
Marcos tried to influence the Army to 
2 proceed with the counter-attack. 
“T told her it was not possible. 

2 There were just too many people, 

2 (there would be) too many casual- 
ties,” Abadia said. 

Abadia said he was in Cebu when the 
revolution began. He quickly flew back 
to Manila the next day. 


Scout Ranger begs, cajoles 


` By Col. Romeo Y. Lim (retired) 


О 


former Armed Forces chief said. 


Counter-attack 

At Fort Bonifacio, Abadia recalled а 
flurry of plannings for a counter-attack, 
including sending Marines. 

Headed by Brig. Gen. Artemio Табаг, 
the troops left Fort Bonifacio at 2 p.m. By 
his reckoning, Abadia said the troops 
would reach Camp Aguinaldo at 4p.m. 

Butat4 p.m., the troops were still at 
Ortigas and Edsa. 


Sea of humanity 

"Itold General Ramas that something 
was wrong. The columns were not mov- 
ing," he said. 


N SUNDAY, FEB. 23, 1986, AS CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE 
Scout Rangers, I was summoned to report to the Philip- 
pine Army headquarters. I was very surprised when I 


entered the conference. I was the only colonel in the meeting of 


The consensus was for me to bring 
опе company of Scout Rangers to Edsa 
{and open fire to disperse the crowd. Му 
conscience rebelled against these in- 
* structions and I decided to stall 
1 said I would send my intelligence 
officer to assist the ground troops. 


THE PALACE 


‘Then I went back to my office and began 
to look for Brig. Gen. Felix Brawner Il, 
my commander. 

1 called the family of General Brawner. 
1 also called Lt. Col. Dunda Matabalao, 
‘commander ofthe Scout Ranger Training 
Center. 


Where’s makeup artist? 


From page Al 


A mainstay of the popular late 60s, ear- 
ly '70s dzHP news team, Rivera said he 
had been called to the Palace at around 6 
pm. on that lazy Sunday—feb. 23, 
1986—and had taken with him dispatches 
from Washingron to brief the President. 

"Why am 1 going on the air again?” 
Marcos asked Rivera moments after he 
‘was ushered into the Presidents private 
room. 


Bongbong opposes 

Rivera had jus stared explaining 
when Bongbong, wearing jungle fatigues, 
butted in, Nol Bon goon thea 

‘A veteran broadcast journalist and 
boxing aficionado who had managed 
such ring greats as World Bantamweight 
Champion Luisito Espinosa, Rivera con- 
tinued his briefing. It was essentially that 
US President Ronald Reagan had threat: 
ened to withdraw support if Marcos or- 
dered an assault on the rebel held camps 
Aguinaldo and Crame in Quezon Cy 

f" Bongbong was vociferously objecting 
to the ТУ appearance of the President 
while 1 was uying to explain to him the 
eed for that, based on the wire stories 
and the radio reports that 1 had heard,” 
Rivera recounted, 

As Bongbong continued his tirade, Mar- 
costumed his valer and said în the Посао 
dialect: “Can you get the makeup anis? 
‘Thre is something shiny in my forehead” 

rook that as a cue that he was disap- 
proving Bongbong. He was going on the 
Birt" sald Rivera. 

Rivera went to get the technicians and 
outside the room came face to face with 
Bongbong, Wis tme carrying а 
Galil he Israeli assault weapon 


Don't interfere 

“Не came to me, stopped me short and 
said, Nakialam ka па naman! Sinabi ko nasa. 
bo па huwag kang makialam (You inter- 
ferred again. 1 already told you noc to med- 
de 

‘ried to explain to him. was pleading. 
‘Hindi po. Hindi ho ako nakikialam. Napag- 
uutusan po lang tayo’ (No, sir. Iam not med- 
ding, sir: We are just folowing orders)" 

“Мо, no, no, no," said Bongbong, then 
a.mop-haired, 28-yearold Army lieu- 
tenant. 

"NI sorts of invectives came out of 
him," said Rivera, "What | was con- 
cerned most was not the viciousness of 
his tirade, but more on the prospects of 
being killed. For what?" 

Alter what seemed like eternity, Bong- 
bong mercifully turned around and left 
him. 

“I think that singular incident tells us 
‘just who was the real author of what the 
world hailed as a bloodless revolution,” 


said Rivera, "Paradoxically, Bongbong 
helped in the peaceful resolution of the 
conflict by not pulling the trigger on that 
fateful night with me." 

The 67-year-old Rivera said he decided 
to come out with his story for the first time 
to let everyone know that the People Pow- 
er revolution wasnt all about the movers 
and shakers. It was also about bit players 
whose roles were no less significant. 


It was beautiful 

"It was beautiful. Nothing happened 
after the President went on the ай, coun- 
seling his soldiers not to move at all, to 
keep the status quo for the sake of the 
country said Rivera. 

Irwasnt like that агай on the first day of 
the breakaway on Saturday Feb. 22, 1986, 
a day Filled with tension and uncertainty. 

Rivera said che pall of gloom seemed to 
have descended upon the Palace a week 
earlier—when Marcos made a surprise 
announcement that he had accepted the 
resignation of Gen. Fabian Ver as Armed 
Forces chief—a move that stunned Ver. 

Marcos had designated Ramos as head 
of the military: But to Ramos’ chagrin, Mar- 
соз agreed to extend, on Vers request, the 
turnover of command to allow Ver to ex- 
press his gratitude to the troops in the field. 

Curious, Rivera had called Ver to ask 
why he had resigned. Ver told him, no he 
had not, bur that he had tumed in a pro- 
forma resignation, as a matter of cour- 
tesy following the snap election. 

And Rivera had wondered if there 
‘would have been any revolution at all had 
Ramos immediately taken command of 
the Armed Forces. He recalled that Ramos. 
himself had called Malacafang several 
times asking when this would happen. 

But the day the revolution broke out, 
there was Ver at the Palace with his son, 
Irwin, the chief of the Presidential 
Guards who was unusually clad in full 
battle uniform, anxiously pacing about. 


Special envoy 

"The two arrived at the Study Room 
shortly after Marcos had received US 
President Ronald Reagan's special envoy, 
Philip Habib, who had called to report on 
his observations on the conduct of the 
snap elections. The meeting, which be- 
gan at 10am., lasted three hours. 

immediately after Habib let, Rivera 
went to do his usual task—to ask the 
President what he would like the Mala- 
савап press corps to know about the 
meeting. 

"But Ver beat Rivera to the President. 
The two repaired го a private room and 
later Ver called Irwin to join them. 

When the three emerged 70 minutes 
later, Marcos told Rivera to prepare a press 
release simply reporting that his meeting 
with Habib centered on how he had won 


Ona helicopter flight, he saw Edsa 
was crammed with people. Abadia land- 
ed ata lot near the Ortigas-Edsa comer, 
‘where the troops were stuck. 

“When we landed, the people 
swarmed around us, he said. There, 
‘Abadia met with Тай. 

"T told him, Sir you stopped. And he 
said, yes, Boy (Abadia's nickname), 
there are just too many people." 
Tadiar not willing 

saw that General Tediar was not 
willing anymore,” Abadia said. 

Bur two batalions from Tadiar’s contin- 
gent managed to inch slowly to Camp 
Aguinaldo via the White Pains road, said 
retired Brig Gen. Braulio Balbas. 

When no orders came for them to move 
to Crame, Balbas said he ordered the 
troops back to Fort Bonifacio. 

"Anew directive to return to Camp 
Aguinaldo came at dawn on Monday, 


Feb. 24, Balbas continued. 
Teargas 

To avoid the Edsa crowd, the Marines 
took the Libis route. At Santolan, they 
were blocked by a huge crowd that in- 
cluded nuns, priests and students. Using 
teargas, the Marines briefly dispersed 
the crowd. 

By 7:30am. Balbas said “the machine 
guns and the mortars were already in 


Balbas said he received the order at 9 
a.m. It came from Gen. Josephus Ramas, 
the Army chief. 

“He said, Balbas, I want you to fire 
your cannons and report for compliance. 
1did not say yes, but told him Iwas 
still positioning my cannons, my mortars 
and the troops,” Balbas said. 

Balbas said Ramas called again 15 
minutes later. But he kept on stalling. 

Balbas said he tried to talk to Tadiar, 


but he had gone back to Malacañang. 

“Trold him could not fire at 
Crame because of the crowd. Trec- 
ommended to him that we move 
back to For Bonifacio and he acced- 
dy” Balbas said. 

Bur the generals at the Army HQ 
refused to give up, according to Aba- 
dis. 

Disobey orders 

“We were planning the massive 
bombardment of Creme, and we 
were winking at each other," he said. 
“We understood that we were not go- 
ingto doit” 

inthe middle of their planning, 
Imelda Marcos called 

“She wanted ro know bow son we. 
could inch the counterattack” Aba- 
Ча said. He replied thar i was no longer 
possible. 


to get his commander out of harm’s way 


My junior officers were already very 
restless and itching to go to Edsa to join 
the anti-Marcos forces. told them that I 
needed time to extract General Brawner. 
I wanted him out of harm's way. I also 
did not want him to pressure the troops 
to follow unconscionable orders. 

My heart sank when 1 saw General 
Brawner on television at the Palace, 
standing behind the President. 

1 immediately called up Malacafiang 
and asked to talk to General Ver. I told 
him that the Scout Rangers were hesi- 
tant to follow orders unless they came 
from General Brawner. 

begged, pleaded and cajoled General 


Ver to allow General Brawner to proceed 
to Fort Bonifacio to join the troops, pray- 
ing that my bluff would work. 


Ver calls bluff 

Ver called my bluff. General Brawner 
himself rang me to say he was proceed- 
ing to the Scout Rangers headquarters. 

1 contacted Mrs. Brawner and close 
relatives and Colonel Matabalao and 
asked them to proceed to headquarters. 

When the general arrived, I suggested 
that it would be better if he instructed 
the troops to “freeze,” that is, not to 
move in favor of any side. 

In an indignant tone, he said this 


ARCHED ERENCE ALCON MOTO 


RIVERA WAS THAT close to Marcos. He sets up Marcos for a TV appearance in the 


David Brinkley show in November, 1985. 


the snap election “fair and square." 

Rivera went to the press office, un- 
aware that Irwin had reported to the 
President how he had uncovered a plot 
by Enrile to mount a coup d'etat on Sun. 
day and that a crackdown against the 
suspected putschists had begun. 


Hush-hush 

“1 thought something was amis. 
There was а hush-hush atmosphere,” 
said Rivera 

Ar pam. he went to the Manila Hc 
where the foreign press types hang out, 
to ty and find out what was going on. He 
ran into Time photographer Robin Моу- 
єз, who told him, "How come your guys 
are deserting ship now? Мете going to 
Enrile’s office. Something's going to be 
announced." 

Close on Moyer's heels came Time cor- 
respondent Sandra Burton, who told 
Rivera, "I can't talk now. fm rushing ГЇ 
see you later” 

Rivera strode to the coffee bar and 
saw JV Cruz, the Philippine ambassador 
to the Court of Saint James. Rivera told 
him everybody seemed to be heading for 
Camp Aguinaldo. 

“is that true?” Cruz said. 

“If were you, ГА go back to your 
post" Rivera said. 

Cruz took one big gulp of his scotch, 
called his driver and proceeded to the 
airport. "The next thing 1 knew, he was 
back in London,” said Rivera. 

“ht was then about 4 p.m. tried reach- 
ing the President, trying to figure out 


how I could make a sense of it all. tried 
to call in the next several hours but 
couldn't get through. 1 thought that was 
unusual. There had never been an in- 
Stance when my calls to the President 
had been rejected,” said Rivera. 

After Enrile announced the breakaway 
at around 6 p.m. “All hell broke loose,” 
said Rivera 
Dialysis 

Shortly after 8 
Ага, the Presidents senior miliary 
aide, came on the phone and told Rivera 
that the President was on the line but 
that he had to be very brief, Rivera 
summed up what he had learned so far. 

Rivera later learned from Aruiza the 
reason why Marcos was unavailable dur- 
ing those turbulent hours. 

"He was being given his usual dialysis, 
which [understood rendered him inco 
municado for at least four hours," Rivera 
said, revealing for the first time Marcos’ 
condition at that time. 

‘Marcos’ kidney problems, the subject 
ofso much speculation, had been a close- 
ly guarded secret since 1979. 

Even in his book of the Marcoses’ es- 
саре to Hawaii—Malacafiang to Maki- 
Ki Aruiza was vague on the subject of 
Marcos undergoing dialysis, saying only 
that during those critical moments on 
the first day of the revolution, he could 
not sce Marcos because he was resting 
"under the care of doctors and nurses. 

An hour after Rivera had talked on the 
phone to Marcos, the President went on 


would be an act of cowardice. I led 
him to his room, where he saw his 
wife, relatives and Colonel Mata- 
balao. Except for the colonel, every 
one started crying. All of them asked 
him to defect. 

Meanwhile, 1 told the officers that 
if General Brawner asked who was 
still willing to fight for President Mar- 
соз no one should raise their hand. 
Sure enough, the general called for a 
command conference and asked the 
question. No one raised a hand. 

Visibly surprised at the outcome, 
the general announced he would not 
go back to Malacafang. 


national television to announce the cap- 
ture of the first mutineer. In all, four were. 
shown in public confessing their partici 
pation in the aborted coup d'etat. 

Арап from the confrontation with 
Bongbong, the next two days at the Palace. 
were uneventful, from Rivera's perspec- 
tive, even as word came of massive crowds 
at Edsa and defections to the rebel side. 

‘At around 2 a.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 24, 
a call came to the safe house where 
Rivera and several other Palace media 
aides stayed. A member of the kitchen 
staff said the First Family had made a de- 
cision to leave, but Marcos would go 
through with his inaugural that day. 

‘The decision to depart came after a se- 
ries of exchanges between the White 
House and Malacafiang with the message 
that Marcos should step aside—a clear 
position succinctly relayed by Sen. Paul 
Laxalt in two early morning phone calls. 

That morning, Rivera came to the 
Palace, and went to see Marcos for his in- 
augural at the Palace Ceremonial Hall. 

“is everything зә? Те 
teleprompter?” Marcos asked Rivera. 

Rivera said that tight security outside 
the Palace had prevented the technician. 
from reporting for work. 


Disappointed 

“He looked disappointed. 1 wanted to 
make light of it,” said Rivera, a man with 
a sense of humor and a sunny demeanor, 
in normal times, he could draw a smile 
from the President. "He had а very 
solemn face that morning,” Rivera said. 

Midway through the address, the na- 
tional television coverage was cut off by 
a sniper’ bullet fired to the Channel 9 
transmitter. 

“He didn't know about it. The next 
thing to do was to rush the tape to Chan- 
nel 9," Rivera seid. But fighting 
erupted there to. 

Marcos went to his Study. "There was 
noway to make things light. The events to- 
tally devastated the man,” said Rivera. ‘A 
very wan smile creased his troubled face. 
He looks at me and says, Ч understand 
there is a large crowd outside the balcony 
See to it that everything is set up" 

Rivera went down to see how the ad- 
dress was being received by the throng 
that had gathered on the Palace ground. 

That was the last time Rivera saw the 
President at the Palace. The two would 
meet again months Jater—this time. in 
Нанай, where Marcos had gone into exile. 
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Viloria keeps WBC light fly title 


Fil-Am champ survives early Aguirre flurry, wins by unanimous verdict 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA— Agi again tad Vio ia aie go eves vith шоны | СҮҢ | 

з. 5 i hird round, nean saktan na si Viloria (Viloria i 

Filipino-American Brian а down wih a big right but the getinghum) said Pacquiao, | Co, 

Viloria retained his jon, who traces his roots to Nar- Viloria picked up the pace in the d 
E 

World Boxing Council ane o. TR M e plar 

А XS va, managed to Бал ter being rian ш 

light flyweight title Sat- The punishment Viloria sustained im Freddie Roach to go to the body Throw- 

urday with a 12-round зка and id шлу ede bo, ng and landing rem peces he 

snes акша SEDA Ove ing hero, шг cringe at press evened things up with Aguirre. 


n e fa where be annotated the Agbe for чота азо 
Mexico's Jose Antonio 
Aguirre at the Alladin ; 


Hotel and Casino here. 
The 25-year-old Viloria, nicknamed 


4 КЫ ————————— МИМ 
Hawaiian Punch, made his first defense М iD) 
of the title he won with a first-round Р р) Е 
knockout of Eric Ortizin September. E 
er: 


Viloria spent much of the night fight- 


pi 
ing against the ropes as һе was content TRUCKS, PASSENGER VANS & SUVS 


to et gue move forward. But ihe 

Мева offense vanished in the see BIG x nıne maT ШИ 

оода ofthe ht allowing the cam MIOL WUE tesa 

pion to pullavay ога (ef) connects wich a lefe to the face of Mexican ы 
"he ро improved ro 190 wi challenger Jose Antonio Aguirrein the eighth round. ” 

12 wins side the distance as judges CI 

eei Ray Намба sored the бү: Арапе, who held the minimum. neural comer and then folowing witha 

ШЕП? and the Grd, Glen Tw. weight con fom 200004 inii. ight the bode 

бйрынгай: LHebathstdveesightighs ind Via who ewe te ing te 
fc tough hts Viloria said aer. ing the fost wo by knockout, a 106s 

wir "ead tough rounds. [Арал] He seemed to hurt Vioria in he sec- 

С отамана Ті ава geatbar ond round, landing а hard overhand 

йе Heteokalotofmy punches? might that backed te champion io а 


Bulls finish off Giants for PBA crown A30 | 
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Bulls finish 


By June Navarro 


‘COACH RYAN GREGORIO VOWED PURE- 
foods Chunkee would spring some surpris- 
esin yesterday's game. There weren't any. 

Red Bull put down the defensive clamps in the 
‘stretch and got several clutch plays from an array 
of heroes to finally send the Giants down to their 
knees, 83-73, and capture the San Mig Coffee- 
РВА Fiesta Conference crown before a roaring 
crowd of 10,755 at the Araneta Coliseum. 

James Penny was in a zone in the third quar- 
ter but solid contibutions coming from Mick 
Pennisi, Cyrus Baguio, Topex Robinson and Fi- 
nals Most Valuable Player Lordy Tugade also 
helped the Bulls clinch their third franchise title 
since joining the league in 2000. 

"There are no ready-made superstars in this 


PAL INTERCLUB 


Canlubang gr 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales 


DAVAO—IT WAS A MONUMENTAL LAPSE, 
mot a monumental collapse, that highlight- 
ей the shift of power from perennial winner 
Lusia to Canlubang in the Seniors division 
ofthe Philippine Airlines Interclub golf tour- 
nament here yesterday. 

Virtually beyond recall after opening a 
20-рой lead in the first round, Canlubang 
still poured it on in the last 18 holes at Apo 
not knowing that Luisita, which was gun- 
ning for a record sixth straight tile—and 
13th overall. was already out of it due to a 
rules infraction. 

Toumament director Buddy Resurreccion 
said a check of the records of players fielded 
in the first round showed that Seve Roxas 
Chua, who replaced the айп Alex Mon- 
telibano, was not on the original Luisita ros- 
ter submitted by Iggy Clavecla during the 
first team captains’ meeting last October 

The penalty for the oversight was dis- 
qualification not only for the player but for 
the entire team as well, according to Resur 
reccion, who added that the particular rule 
which Luisita broke has been there since the 
tournament started 59 years ago. 

Richie Garcia and Clavecila, the first two 
Lusit players Resurreccion informed of the 
disqualification, gamely accepted the verdict 

“Patay (Wee dead),” said PSC commis- 
‘sioner Garcia. 


put away 
Fiesta title 


tearm,” said Red Bull coach Yeng Guiso after 
snaring his fifth coaching crown overall, putting 
him in а tie with former Toyota coach Dante Sil- 
verio at sixth place. 

"Vie just developed and bred players using 
ош own system,” added Guiao, whose Bulls fin- 
ished off the Giants in six games, 4-2. 

The Bulls took the first two games, the Giants 
bounced back in Games 3 and 4, before Red Bull 
wrote finis through a pair of scintillating perfor- 
mances in Game 5 and 6. 

After winning the 2002 Governors Cup, the 
Bulls experienced a slide after losing Davonn 
Harp and Pennisi due to citizenship problems 
and Jimwell Torions suspension on drug 
charges. 

“We were a championship team before the 
slide, but the management was commited to re- 
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building the team,” said Guiao, whose five tides 
were all import-spiced. 

had big shots inthe end, including two 
three-pointers and a long two, while Baguio, 
Сейло Cruz and Junthy Valenzuela made great 
‘stops that rendered the Giants scoreless in the fi- 
nal one minute and 33 seconds. 

TÉ there were any changes on the Giants strat- 
egy it was the extended time on the floor given 
to veteran Jun Limpot, who played for 27 min- 
utes and finished with 16 points. 

The scores: 

RED BULL 83 Pay 21, Bio 13, Реті 13 Тир 
11, Waruna 8, Robinson 6, Ouz 5, Nara 2, Fnac 2, 
Valenzana 2 Bapa 0. Toron 0. 

 PUREFOODS 73—Chander 24, Шара 16, Pigs 10. 
Raymundo В, Yap Roger В, Yap James S Casio 2. Bones 0. 

ser 1-24 36-40, 83-57, 8373 
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PBA commissioner Noli Eala (second from left, front row) congratulates coach Yeng Guiao as the Bulls celebrate their victory. uastosacaue 


Neo shines as Spring 
five nails NBC crown 


TAGAYTAY CITY—FREE THROWS 
spelled the difference as Spring 
Cooling Ой tumed back the Pagadi- 
an Explorers, 72-71, Saturday to 
bag the tte in the National Basket- 
ball Conference's fourth pre-season 
toumament at the Intemational 
‘Convention Center here. 

"The Cooking Oil Masters of NBC 
president Nathaniel "Ic" Padilla 
trailed 61-66 with 423 left but 


fought back via conversions from 
the stipe 

Spring finally took the lead at 70- 
69 at the 2:17 mark after Gilbert 
Neo's two free throws. 

In the ensuing play, Neo inter 
cepted the Explorers inbound and 
‘went on to score the winning basket 
unmolested. 

Bacchus/Harbour finished third 
by crushing Tagaytay, 9077. 


abs Seniors plum; Luisita DQ'd 


Au t Ж 


NUMBER ONE: Canlubang's greying battlers— (from left), Вахо Adriano, Tony 


Lo 


—F 


Olives, Tony Sarmiento, Bing Bunye, Lino Magpantay, Luigi Yulo, Rolly Viray, Tommy 


Manotoc and team coordinator Darly Patalot—show who's No. 


“Sayang pala ang kayod namin (Our ef- 
forts went for naught,” Seniors rookie and 
Canlubang manager Luigi Yulo said in es. 

Yulo surprised himself and his team- 
mates by leading his squad's 239 output for 
the day with a tournament best 53 points. 

Backing up Yulo were Rolly Viray (50), 
‘Tommy Manotoc (49), Bing Bunye (45) and 
Tony Olives (42) as Canlubang easily closed 
the deal even if Luista’s grievous mistake 
‘was not discovered. 

With the unexpected tum of events, the. 
Laguna-based team savored its first Seniors 


soon 


Victory with a whopping 31-point advan- 
tage over Alabang, which was elevated to 
second place, 485-454. 

‘Manila Southwoods took third with 444. 

“The furure looks good,” said Manotoc, 
who clinched his third straight individual ti- 
tlewitha 101 total. He noted that Canlubang 
mainstays Dave Hemander and Jose Ma. 
Hechanova are also Seniors bound soon. 

Dethroned and disqualified, Luisita took 
some consolation in having outscored Can 
lubang in the last round with a 247 output 
эз former national amateur champion Fran 


cis Gaston matched йоз 53 points. Luisita 
finished with a 473 aggregate. 

"Now we go for a championship double, 
said Yulo, whose team will be gunning to 
raise its record tide harvest to 13 starting 
Wednesday in the men's Regular touma- 
‘ment which Manila Southwoods won by 
four points over Canlubang last year 

"The monumental lapse proved to be not 
а monopoly for Luisita, however, as 
Founders division stalwart Negros Occiden- 
tal also got the axe for the same infraction. 
by fielding Luis Coscollvela. 

FiLAm San Francisco was relegated to 
fourth in Friendship play which was decid- 
ed the other day due to the same Боо-боо. 

Wack Wack, staring its dub president 
and Commission on Elections chair Ben 
Abalos, succeeded Villamor as Founders 
champion with a 439 total. Orchard was 
second with 426 while Cebu County 
grabbed third at 424. 

Negros would have finished second in 
the division with its 433 aggregate. 

Lanang topped the Sportswriters Division 
palling away with a 425 total. Paoay nipped 
Maharlika for second place— based on the 
score of their sich player—after they had 
Finished tied at 404. 

“This years edition has Action Asia, Air- 
bus, Boeing, GE Aviation, GMA 7, Honda 
Сиз Davao, INQ7.net, Joey 923, Royal 
Caribbean International, PAGCOR, People 


lost message. 

He filed it from Las Vegas where he cov- 
ered Manny Pacquiao's historie rematch 
with Mexico's Erik Morales last month. 

The good news is that меме finally re- 
trieved the dispatch from our e-mail 

‘Actually, Hermie should be busy filing a 
post-mortem on Brian Viloria's latest fight. 

Late as it is, we keep this promise to share 

with readers a good portion of Mr. Rivera's 
recovered dispatch: 
A HUNDRED-FIFTY DOLLARS WAGERED 
оп Manny Pacquiao can bring in one hundred 
($100) while one hundred five crisp US notes 
placed on Erik Morales give a hundred-dollar 
return. 

But don't go knocking on your neighbor's 
doors bening your carabao lest you look foolish 
and dumb if you wind up making the wrong 
bet. (You can bring in the mascot with йз apt 
comments) 

‘Meanwhile, more Latinos are expressing 
preference for the man called “Pacman” as he 
gears up for his showdown with the terrible Ti- 
Juana Mex. 

It is probable that boxing aficionado (Mex 
car-American) Raul Rodriguez, a respiratory 
therapist at Washington Township Hospital in 


Once in a hundred years 


HERMIE Rivera, the boxing man, calls this a 


"Manny is the hungrier, 


faster and younger 


Bare EYE Г; ) 
==) 


H i] 
Recab Trinidad 4 


Fremont, California, jus got swept up with the 
Pac Mania he's picking Pacquiao to beat 
Morales 

Said Señor Rodriguez: 1 grew up in East Los 
Angeles watching the likes of Ruben Olivares, 
Salvador Sanchez and Julio Cesar Chavez. My 
dad used to take me to the Forum to see а good 
scrap. И would have been fun seeing those guys 
with Manny. 

“Pacquiao is right up there with them in 
terms of fre, fury and brilliance. Tm picking 
Manny Pacquiao to beat Erik Morales because. 
of motivation. You cannot help admire a guy 
салуйл the pride and honor of 80 million Fil- 
ipinos. 

“in many ways, Manny emulates what Pil- 
ipino-American workers are known for—hard- 
work, talent and determination. 

"His blood and guts are to be admired espe- 

afier firing back at Morales despite being 
cut in the fifth round the las time they met. 


fighter of the two combatants. Speed kills and 
that's what Manny should employ to beat the 
great Morales. 

"Туе seen ай of Manny Paquisos fights 
through PPV and DVD's my buddy Emmanuel 
Rivera gives me and I just like the guy And Pac- 
men gives great interviews. 

"A good example that he is his own man is 
that he doesnt rely on translators to express 
himself on national television. He took initiative. 
in leaming English" 

Thanks, amigo. Ironically, nationalism sells 
in boxing. It is special to hear one Mexican afi- 
cionado root for a fisic treasure like Pacquiao. 

А national treasures, indeed. And also very 
very rare. 

“Manny Pacquiao comes once in a hundred 
years and Ti happy for the Filipino people. He 
has elevated not only boxing but his fellow F- 
роз in terms of worldwide recognition,” Ro- 
driguez concluded. 

However, the Arville brothers, John Jc and 
Raymond, certified  Pacguiso “suppor 
ers—cautioned Manny to have at least 11 
rounds of fistic brilliance in order to topple 
Terrible Erik. 

Asi would tum out, Pacman needed only 10 
ferociously fought rounds to fashion out the 
biggest win of his checkered career. 


Viloria keeps WBC light flyweight belt rr... 


Viloria turned the fight around 
by getting of the ropes. He hit the 
charging Aguirre with a pair of 
hard rights to start the seventh, 
then began a pattem that lasted 
the rest of the fight, 

The Pilipino, a fomer US 


Olympian, gave Aguirre a particu- 
larly bad beating in the 11th round 
when he caught him with a big 
right to the nose that quickly drew 
"blood from the Mexican's nostrils. 
The victory gave Viloria more 
incentive to go after WBC interim 


Sept. 16. 


fyweght champion Jorge “El 
Travieso" Arce, the brash but popu- 
Jar Mexican who has indicated his 
readinessto fight the Filipino in the 
undercard of the third Manny Pac- 
quiao-Erik Morales showdown on 


Inthe other championship bout, 
Mexicos Antonio Margarito re- 
tained the World Boxing Organiza- 
боп welterweight crown, stopping 
compatriot Manuel Gomez in the 
first round. Salven L Lagumbay, 
Contributor; Inqunet wires 


Lola 
MONTEBON: Return trip to finals 


Asia, Premier Wine and Spirits, Rudy Pro 
ject, UMBN and Uraya Land Development 
Corp. as major sponsors. 

ABS-CBN International, Fortune Tobacco 
and Radio Mindanao Network are the cor- 
porate sponsors while 963 Wrock, Asia 
Brewery, Century Park Hotel, Honda Meg- 
amoto, SM City Davao and Tanduay 
Rhum are the minor sponsors. 

The ial standings: 

 CHAMPONSHP- Carhitang 485 (46230; Aa- 
bong 454 025228; M. бойоо 444 (225219; 
Lumb 361 (186-176; Р.О: Sydney 272 (139-139 
Ang Tay 251 (5110. 

FOUNDERS — lick Wack 430 (227-212); Orchard 
406 (214-212); Cabu 424 (216-208; Valey 422 (7 
215); Mamor 421 (22-201 MGC 414 (207-207): SFO 
Суха Spring 410 (200200; Rivera 410 (205205; 
Agir 402 (197-205); Puto 38 (207-191); Camp 
renal 39 6 (19-202 ol 387 (18229) Eae. 
Rage 368 (188-80 Ata Vista 358 (188-72 

'SPORTWRITERS-- Long 425 (198227), Paoay 
404 (18221), Mahala 404 (200-204 Dao Cty 390 
(185210) Apo 309 (185-214): Han Fm 38 (184 
209; Rancho Palos Verdes 392 (186-207): Tam LA 390 
(87:203 Baguio 389 (174-215); Naw 385 (176210); 
Tmas Gol 368 (17-193 Маал Cod 35 (168-195) 
Bacolod 360 (184-06 Cb muris 39 (164-195), 
eras 348 (155-188 FAm Роха 343 163180). 
Serva Partaton 340 (154-18); Zamboanga 329 14 
SES UP Teo ols 329 (19-172: л 25 (159-701. 
San dura 307 (139468; Cub Fino 302 (40-162 
Cotta 301 (135-168) 


ARIAS: Happy to vie in home race. 


Montebon, Arias top 
Dumaguete Milo run 


DUMAGUETE CITY—VETERAN 
runners Rolan Montebon and Merli- 
та Arias yesterday topped the 23rd 
National MILO Marathon 21K elim- 
ination races to book a retum trip to 
the finals in December 

Moniebon wisely paced himself 
for the first 20 kilometers before 
making his move against early lead- 
er Mendel Lopez. 

Montebon} caught up with me 
near the finish line,” Lopez, who set 
бей for second place, five seconds 
behind, said in Filipino. 

Aside from berths to the National 
Finals on Dee. 10 in Metro Manila, 
Montebon (1:15:32) also won the 
top purse of P10,000 while Lopez 
(1:15:37) pocketed P6,000. 

‘Montebon, of San Jose, Negros 
Oriental, and Lopez of Sta. Catalina. 


town used to run in the Cebu City 
legs of the foot race held in parner- 
ship with Bayview Park Hotel-Mani 
la, Adidas, Cebu Pacific and Power- 
bar and were glad to race in their 
home province. 

Monicbonis University of Cebu pal 
Mijone Lene (1:17:50) wil also 
advance o the finals for placing third. 

"The 32year-old Arias, а consis- 
tent finalist since the 18th Milo 
Marathon, clocked 1:34:45 to rule 
the women's 21K. 

Placing second was Medelyn 
Caner in 1:49:13, with Juvelyn 
Magnae third in 1:59:38. 

Тор three finishers in the SK 
fun run: Men—Revodem Aranas, 
Armando Pabuayo, Giovanni Besin; 
Women—Eden Renacia, Dhona 
Nuelia Abrenic Jennifer Montero 
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MALAYSIAN OPEN 
Korean Wi 


bags title; 
Minoza 
fades away 


KUALA LUMPUR—KOREAN CHARLIE WI SA- 
vored the proudest moment of his career after 
Sealing a one-stroke victory in the rain-affect- 
ed Malaysian Open on Sunday. 

"The Philippines’ Frankie Mifioza, on the other 
hand, saw his campaign fizzle with a 74 that 
dropped him way below the final leaderboard. 

Wi, 34, birdied the last hole to complete a 

-inder par 63 at the Kuala Lumpur Golf and 
Country СКЫ and finish at 19 under par one 
ahead of Thailand's Thongchai Jaidee in a tour- 
ament reduced to three rounds. 

'Miñoza had a tiple bogy on the par 3 third 
hole and never recovered after that, finishing in 
atie for 63rd-67th places with a 212. 

"Tm тешу speechless as coming here to 
Malaysia, T wasnt expecting to win, as | was 
home last week and 1 had no idea 1 would make. 
so many putts like 1 did today” Witold reporters. 

"God was looking out for me today as 1 got а 
locof good breaks and then Thongchai misses his 
putt on the last hole which really helped me win 
this championship,” he added. 

“But this win is definitely the biggest win of 
my career and the proudest moment in my ca 
те” 

“Jaidee, looking to become only the sixth play- 
er to win a tournament in three successive years, 
carded a closing 66. 

Не had the opportunity to force a playoff but 
failed with a 20-foor birdie putt at the lest hole to 
miss his chance. Reuters 


Sisters act 
helps lift 
Highlands 


SISTERS LINNEL AND ANGELA DE VILLA 
powered defending champion Tagaytay High 
lands to а 2-1 victory over Manila South- 
woods recently in the Ladies Federation Golf 
League action played out in various courses. 

Linnel reamed up with Farah Imperial to win 
the high-low point while Angela played with Ma- 
line Flores and won the aggregate duel. 

‘Connie Campos and Glo Domingo took the 
foursomes for Southwoods. 

‘Alabang and Forest Hills finally broke into the 
win column pulsating 2-1 triumphs over their re- 
spective opponents. 

‘Alabang downed Sta. Elena while Forest 
Drought Riviera back to earth with a win that 
ended the laters back-to-back wins with bonus 
points. 

Afer Loma Tabuena and Olive Pizarro 
claimed the foursomes for Alabang, the two oth- 
er matches ended in a tie with Finina Gorres- 
Christine Naidoo figuring in a standoff with Alice 
Jose-Nancy Co and Vernie Oledan-Vivian Chua 
‘also splitting the point with Lily Chan-Nancy Or- 
tega. 

Winning the march for Forest Hills were Violy 
Pegels-Lily Young and Nelda Roguel-Marichi 
Ojeda. 

‘Visiting Wack Wack sustained its hot streak af- 
ter a hard-eamed 2-1 victory over Royal North- 
‘woods of Bulacan, 
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Little man ~~ 


Webb, who advised Robinson prior to the 
contest and helped him convert a dunk in 
the second round. 

‘Standing in the lane, Webb bounced 
pass to a charging Robinson, who soared 
‘Over Webb and put down a one-handed 
hammer for a perfect score of 30. 

Both Robinson and Iguodala totaled 94 
in the final round and went to а one-dunk 
tiebreaker. Robinson required a dozen 
tosses that included three missed dunks 
before finally puring home a dunk that be- 
gan at ha 
‘Off the backboard and ended with him 
patting the ball through his legs before the 


HOUSTON, TEXAS—NATE 
Robinson won the Slam 
Dunk Contest Saturday, and 
Dirk Nowitzki triumphed in 
the Shootout, part of the 
National Basketball Associ- 
ation festivities leading up 
to Sunday's All-Star Game. 
A rookie guard on the New York Knicks, 
Robinson needed a dozen chances in a 
tiebreaker to overcome Philadelphia 76ers 
swingman Andre Iguodala, who put home 
оге of the most difficult and imaginative Needing a 47 to ûe, Iguodala tried a be- 
dunks in the 23-year history of he event. tween-helegs reverse along the baseline, 
Robinson, diminutive by NBA standards missing one before converting. He 


at Sfeet inches, was inspired by the vie. up one point short, prompting All-Star 
tory 20 years ago of S-f00t-7.inch Spud teammate Allen Iverson to playfully shout, 


cve: 


“We were robbed!” 

һепоп assisted Iguodala 
‘on his second dunk of the first 
round, one ofthe most memo 
rable in the history of the 


son stood bel 
backboard with the ball while 
Iguodala began off the deep 
comer out of bounds. iguo- 
dala took an angular ар 
proach toward the backboard 
as Iverson threw the ballsofly 
off rhe back of the backboard. 
‘Almost impossibly, lguo- 
dala caught the carom in midair re 
mained aloft as he soared below the rim 
and threw in a reverse dunk that seemed 
gravity. 
їп the Shootout, Nowitzki, perhaps the 
bes shooting big man in the history of the 


Davis writes Winter Olympics history 


TURIN, ITALY—SHANI DAVIS С 

ей Winter Games history on Saturday 
before the specter of doping again hit 
the Olympics. 

Davis became the first black to win 
эп individual gold medal at a Winter 
Olympics, combining with Joey number of Austrian cross-country 
Cheek in an American one-two finish and biathlon athletes. 

Saturday in the 1,000-meter speed- Alfred Eder, a trainer for the Austri- 
skating final. an biathlon team, said more than а 


Nissan golf: 
Rory still up 


"m— 
x A 
илышы 
TL 8 


Soon after Davis соп 
tory Italian authorities raided the res- 
idences of Austrian biathlon and 
cross-country staff in the Alps looking is 
for banned substances and the IOC М 
sanctioned random drug tests on “a 


чей his vic- 


"We 


coming the 


SAYING THE PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC 
Committee в not singing a different tune, 
РОС president Jose “Peping” Cojuangco 
said in an Interview the other day that 
nothing has changed" in the country’s 
bid to regain membership in the Fiba (in 
temational Basketal! Federation) 

“We are following the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Fiba and РОС 
which requires that the five basketball 
stakeholders (PBA, PBL, UAAR NCAA and 
former Sen. Joey Lina, president of the 
‘Basketball Association ofthe Philippines), 
form a new and unified association on or 
before the March 31 deadline. Right now, 
wereon track. There's no problem." 

Dispelling rumors that the РОС has 
“softened ир," Cojuangco said “nothing 
has changed.” He added that once the 
mew association's Constitution and by- 
lawsis finalized by the five stakeholders by 
next week, the new cage body would seek 
recognition from the POC general assem. 
bly to become the newest national sports 
association for basketball. Whether or not 


the name BAP would be maintained, if 
only for its sentimental 
ога new one would be a 
the discretion of the stakeholders. 

My sources, however, said there could 
be a legal problem in using the name ВАР 
"because veteran basketball man Nic Jorge 
‘owns the legal right to the name Basket- 
ball Association of the Philippines Inc. He 
is ready to go to cour if anyone messes 
with it, my sources added. 

The embattled BAP was expelled last 
Jun 
‘members of the POC general assembly In. 
voting for the ВАР ouster, the assembly 
said the national sports association for 


POG did not blink in cage row—Cojuangco 


basketball did not only show disrespect to 
the POC by reneging on an agreement, 
bux it was concemed with ihe embarrass: the 
ing performances of BARsupported na- 
tional teams in recent years. 

‘ier the BAP was expelled, the Philip- 
pine Basketball Federation was formed to 
take йз place and was recognized by the 
POC. While the expulsion ofthe 70-year- 
od BAP did not sit well with some basket- 
ball dichards, many suy the POC should 
not be бийей for he BAP has 
only itself to blame for its misfortunes, 

Even former basketball official and 
now Cebu Rep. Eduardo Guilas once 
urged the BAP "to accept йз expulsion 
from the POC and give the PBF all the 

n бу as the new gov- 

pine basketball” A 

ВАР vice president for the Visayas during 
the administration of two-time Fiba presi- 
‘dent Gonzalo “Lito” Puyat and fonner 
‘coach ofthe mukitiled UV Lancers, Gallas 
was earlier tapped to head the РВЕ but he 
begged off citing o age and his duties in 


Asian 


жойса] value, 


champions. 
xod is let to 


2006. 
“Tm « 


from the local Olympic body by 33 


iot very g 
was a day of firsts in the Alps, with 

Kjetil Andre Aamodt becoming the first 

тап to win the s 

three Olympi 


Congress. In his place, Mauricio "Moying" 
Marlin, a longtime secretary general of 
Basketball 

(ABC), was elected unopposed. 

їп the aftermath of the BAPS ouser 
from the POC, Fiba suspended the Philp 
pines from all international cage шла 
ments under йз асве, including last year's 
231 Southeas Азап Games, where the 
Filipinos were de defending men’s cage 


However, Fiba secretary general Patrick 
Baumann said the Philippines could sil 
regain its Fiba membership by forming 
another cage body on or before March 31, 


fident the 
would get the job done and meet the 
‘March 31 deadline.” Cojuangco said. 

“The BAP was expelled from the POC 
for reneging on an agreement it forged 
wih the POC regarding the formation of a 
welluraincd national team following the 
humiliating setbacks suffered by the 
Philippines in recent years. 


dozen police searched and inter- 
viewed athletes for four hours. 


е Alpine event at 
Janica Kostelic be- 


х woman to win four 
Olympic Alpine gold medals. АР 


MARTIN Straka 
(top) of Czech 
Republic fights with 
Jarkoo Ruutu of 
Finland during the 
ice hockey men's 
preliminary round. 
Czech Republic vs 
Finland at the 2006 
Winter Olympics at 
the Palasport 
Olimpico in Turin. 
Ruutu had earlier 
rammedinto Czech 
Jaromir Jagr, 
knocking the NHL 
star to the ice. 
bloodied. 


Confederation 


five stakeholders 


JVC badminton Cebu regionals kick off April 3 


NOWITZKI: Three- 
pointchamp Ar 


game, joined Larry Bird, Glen 
Rice and Peja Stojakovic as 
the only forwards to win in 
the 215еаг history of the 
event. 

A revolutionary power for- 
ward for Dallas and a Most 
Valuable Player candidate this 
season, Nowitzki was steady 
bur not spectacular in drain- 
ing his deep shot. His final- 
round score of 18 matched 
the lowest since 2000. 

After Washington Wizards 
guard Ойеп Arenas opened 
the final round with a score of 16 points, 
Nowitzki began by making four on his fist 
rack of balls from the right comer—a spot 
from which be rarely shoots during 
gamesand remained even throughout the 
round, sinking three on his final rack. AFP 


Interpreting 
the Interpreter 


By Percy D. Della 


SIK MONTHS INTO EARLY RETIREMENT, 1 
am back in California stare service as а " 
tarded” annuitant or retired “irritant,” take 
Your pic to work on a project for Amold's 

This ge through Jue is wih Mr 
Schwarzenegger energy advisers. My Jb is to 
бар make is energy policies crystal dlear to the 
lector, | mean the people. Afer a bruising 
firs erm, Conan the Republican has announced 
hell run again for govemor ofthe Golden State 

Mother naure has boen fickle here of late, The 
calendar says wines, but the weathers been 
Sing ke, confusing the боне to bloom ahead 
time. 

‘Anyway, kababayans hungry for news from. 
home come up to mein parks, t he bus stop, in 
таалал, ele. The hortese item on their plate Б, 
Soul never guess i Manny Pacquiao and his 
Expanding posse of admirers, 

"e one member of Mamys planet who 
seems 0 cause all the curiosty Б someone 
Tamed Joe Ramos 

Me Ramos does nor cook Manns meals, 
ean his plate, dive hs car or make his bed 
when de c : 
man ames in 
Tages, © COMMENTARY 

According to 
nens epors and column ems, he is supposed to 
Be the Filipino champions imerpreter As Pac- 
гоз puse has expanded of е, so has Joe's 
doa in Mannys camp. 

On payday after his triumph over Erik Morales 
in their encore fihi, Paquin rewarded Joe with 
akingly sum of $50,000. 

‘Sud а windfall makes Joe ne of, if not the 
адс paid interpreters on the planet 

The American. interpreters Association osti- 

es there are 12000 to 15000 ineqretes 
and салаа in the United Stats. Many of 
ther cam $30.000 to $60.000 anal — ak 
ing Joes one-time paycheck something to shoot 
Torin their Шейше. 

But the sporting world knows that Manny has 
been freciancing, been doing his own interpret- 
ing. He has taken excessive liberties with the 
Kings language ofre. 

Мате, where bas Joe been, sleeping on 
pos, or doing other chores? 

T an Almast hear, an editor fiend should he 
get he chance to confont Mz Ramos, 

"The ends query woul be оп and sweet: 
зоо, о ba talaga ang agimat moi" (oc, what 
Son oftalisman have you о?) 

Wel we would rater leave the Ramos fol- 
Jomup io oiher interested panies, gossip colum- 
niss med 

Sports Note: ls it really necessary ro impose 
ihe WBC imemational super fentherweight Ше 
on a bake ihrer Ike Pacquiao? В he aware 
fhar each time he comes our to box sporting that 


‘THE JVC BADMINTON REGIONAL CIRCUIT BEGINS 
April 3 in Cebu City with Pampanga, Davao and Ba- 
сойо hosting the three other legs, 

"The four-stage swing stakes not only cash prizes 
but also berths in the JVC Open Badminton Champl- 


onships slated in Manila in July. 


Holiday Spa, is now accepting registration 
"The JVC regionals, sponsored by JVC, Victor (ex- 


Tor inquiries and complete details, log on 19 
lusively distributed by Рсоте Industrial Sales), Lac- wwwjvcbadmimon.com ог email at аб 
taeyd and Bingo Bonanza and backed by The STAR, minton(@houmaiLcom or call 09178050702 (Tonett); 
Pinoy Exchange, Pioneer, Sunbolt , Alaska and Cebu 09178050601 (Carol); 09175288970 (Nelson). 


belt the WBC deducts a substantive sum as sane- 
tion fee? A friend in the know says this is one of 
the greatest perfidics since the sale of the Brook- 
lyn Bridge more than once by con artists in vari 
ous cras, 


nm. 


GINTONG LAHI AWARDS 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SPORTS л 


Local horse racing’s best 
and brightest feted tonight 


‘THE BEST AND THE BRIGHTEST PERFORMERS 
of local horse racing the past year will be honored 
during the В Phitobo Gintong Lahi Awards 
tonight at the Summis Restaurant along Jupiter 
Эген in Malas Cty 

Loci gallopers Speed Advantage, Real Spicy, 
Empire King, Euro Bucks, Juggernaut and Special 
Editon, as well as import Wild Orchid head the 
cline cast of nominees in the equine category. 

Leading the nominees in the human category 
are Hemme Esguerra, Aristeo "Puch" Puyat, Noel 
Carino, Phikobo director David Lee and a slew of 


Bother notable personalities who stood out during 


Gawane PINOY: 
IT aba 


| "ASIA INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONEERS, INC. 


ГАТА) Your Best Source of Quality Machines in Asia 


ue cat Trucks a Equipment 


A 
FEB. 22,23, 24 & 25,2006 


eine, Thursday, Friday & Saturday) 
ERN Lr ale Starts at 800 a.m. 
DONT MISS THE BIGGEST 
RUGTION OF THE YEAR! 


Inspection Bates: Feli. 18, 19,20 & 21 
Nu — ert Sunday, Honey & e 
No.1 USED TRUCK DEALER OVER 2,000 ITEMS TO BE SOLD 
UPGRADED QUALITY UNITS. & LATE MODEL не 


Tel #4: (69-47) 252-3333 
Tire (63-0) 252-6040 - (59) 252-4441 


pon ETE ai 
тте: (02) 858-8888 


the 2005 racing season. 

"aere looking forward to another memorable 
Gintong Lahi Awards night,” said Philtobo presi- 
dent Bienvenido “Nonoy” Niles Jr. 

"The Gintong Lahi Awards, considered as the 
(Oscars of local racing, was set up eight years ago 
to honor the past racing season's top performers. 

‘Wild Orchid emerged as ast years most domi- 
nating import. 


‘The comple istot nominees: 

Faun 

Two-Year Old Cot—Dhie Te Youngs Don Беси and 
шлш» беп, Two-Year. Dd Fly Angaran, апра an 
Speal Eaton: Tro Ver Cd Cal Ped Spo Проте 
ard Spass Абала: Tree Yard Fy Euro Bucks and 
Ves: Older itHore—crs Gold and Conr Git; Older 
Horse— Fors Ora, rote King, Salone and West Bad 
зра збо and Were, Importet Нозе— олі Oter, 
онвиву Lass ard Wi Orie Locat Horse over бї, Em- 
ire ing and Spend hart. 

Human category 

еу е Year—AB Ns. Jr, J8 Guce, В Нетелди, 
A Dioma and M Raul Jr Trainer of the Year—Antorio A 
asd, ose S.Fomarde. Roy Henson, Епедо Ros and An- 
бен Sanchez Owner ol the Yeot—CAH Entries, Hernirio 
Egera Dal Lee, Eónond Moreno and Roberto Varo. 

Breeding Сту 

‘Breeder ofthe Yer lcd Сото, Нетто S. Бората, 
Leonardo М dex ad Attn б. Puyat Broodmare ol the 
Year ay fing ard Misty Rose: Sallon of Ce Ver roam, 
Pareto an Royal Premier 


SPORTSWATCH 
Beach volley refs’ course set 


THE BEACH VOLLEYBALL ASSOCIATION OF THE 
Philippines, in partnership with Phippine Volleyball 


{ Federation, wil hold а five-day Natonal Beach Volley- 


HOT DASHBOARD 
N 


E eue 


YOUR AIRCON 
sea ioyreg custard cover, wit шү талон 


[vv M 


ау та Desten 


КШ! шй 


KANAI SEMTSU KOGYO! 
ET LATECCONTANER MEER 


Ба Referees Course on Feb. 22-26 atthe Pap Hall 
‘and LSGH Sand Court at La Sale Greens, Man- 
‘daluyong Ciy. Rustic Cemangin, head coach of the 
national beach volle team, will supervise the seminar. 
For inquiries, call 528-8438 or 721-2000 local 718. 


PCAP 5-cock derby today 
SEVENTY MATCHES ARE ON TP IN THE PINOY 
Cockers Association of the Philippines (PCAP) onc 
ety series staring 5 p.m. today al the Makati Coli- 
зашт, AV ees wil be on Jake Macasaats enay, San 
Voss Ferre; vioh y io hold on to a shaky ead in 
the Cocker athe Year batie wih 11 points: For in- 
uices on he derby sponsored by 8-Meg Derby, call 
96-9545 or 895-6475. 


Thinking about hair restoration? 
pu AFTER 


The best hairlines are meant to 
unnoticed! 
Wie at the Pineda Kair Cinis specialize in bair 
"долот, Dr Pineda sa Beverly Hils trained hair 
лыр surgeon and hos done over 4000 patients 
pc 
We speci in Hale Problems: 

+ Yue recarsiractEyebrons, sebus, maisiche 
} e cove кав ot ar beng ses 
} We recat паша eon harnes 
{Ne rasie bar on bald ard rang areas 

‘We uso the latest techniques. ZE 
+ fold nen 


олу ЧИЯ 
руса 


tani ae spe 
ren АСЯ 

m 
Уша? wot cr ui eh ini 


жол bet fend cod hoe been ou pen, but yu 
йд know because Ше Бей паг vandióts 9O 
поку Gall now! 


A. Pineda Medical Clinic 
Sole 612 Medical Towers Makat, Rufino Street 
одов Vigo, Макан Cy 
MANILA 8130607 = DAVAO 2212682 
www pinedahaircom. 


could be the next winner. 
Apply now. 


Next draw will be on February 28, 2006. 


__The grand draw for 
Promo runs 
3 


You're in good hands with 


METROBAN 


Fost 


P1 MILLION will be on Мау 12, 2006. 


until April 28, 2006. 


к (35 RSBank 


Lar, 


Fast Lash 


“aro ıa mono 


1 Permit No, 4314 Series of 2005; Prizes will be in the form of manage’ checks. 
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“Text us your feedback 


LLL 
tint 4 pr f н 
Stick to issues—Martinez / ichiko, Max 
By Bayani San Diego Jr. FAP head , a / i £e 
p says his 
quarrel 
is with 
Vic del 
Rosario, 
not Edu 


Get music overload with Asia's Multi-Platinum Pop Idol! 


Christian 


Bautista 
Dial {0-12 and get 


unlimited access to music! 


PLDT Listen and send song snippets 
j to your loved ones 
1 + Talk to him LIVE on Feb 17 and 24 
UNLIMITED ACCESS over Wave 89.1. Watch him on line 
a B viawwwmynad.net. 


Log on to www.mypad.net 


New Album 


7 WARNER MUSIC 
А PHILIPPINES 


Out Now! 
Fealunng - a 
CC. ae Орт 


ba Pa Rin Ang May PLDT Landline 


My!SPLoad's Internet na simbilis ng text. 


_ 24/20 24 hours straight. P20 lang! 


1 Day Unlimited Just text MyISP to 483. 
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Ficlusive 


SCREENING 


binsons Movieworld 
GALLERIA 
FEBRUARY 22 


тсн YOUR HOTTEST MOVE ANO TV P TL 


At the Activity Center 
GLORIETTA pi TOWN AYALA CENTER 


e Baby Looney 
n Live Extreme in The Bwave Lit 


SCREENING SCHEDULES, Ф: 


Ayala Greenbel's Chocolate Festival 
February 13 to 2 Se 


"Repertory Philippines presents 


| LOVE YOU, YOU'RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE 
T £ ARANETA CENTER 


‘at REP's Globe Theater - 
February 17 to 19, 24 to 26, March 3 to 5, 10 to 12, 2006 


T ў 
а A a 
ied РЕГЕ Gateway мш. GhrmersPlaza 
20th ASIAN TERNATIONAL ART нат 
THE ONLY CINEPLEX oso ІБ) bes] 


TH to 21 loc 29: 


Ayala MUSEUM pond " ЕЕ 


CLOSTOYOU | BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN] PINK PANTHER 
12143017001930 | vasrsi5/52 736/945. 


AYALA CINEMAS эюпюламтзиз | E А 
2 te FIREWALL AEON FLUX — | BROKEBACK MOUNTAN 


THE NEW WORLD 
изар? | 1240133076201910 


ay change without prior notice For verifica 2307 320 CEE] 
am Үт. WALL AIVAYSLOVEYOU | GOAL varzssanaurs | FUN WITH DICK & JANE MN 
ادت‎ 201725198 | MUNICH үт | 19031075207309 o gai 


2 close to vou 


— = 
2 soe [3Ё E ч 
- алі. cinemas 
5 антон |6 Funwiorck sane ; 
¦ GOAL I CLOSE TO YOU „Ё BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN. 
Eo 


amnesia FF rz 140) 40016201 


Î PINK PANTHER 
p 


eke inquies, please call TickexNer ат 911-5555 or log on to worw.icketnet.com ph 


ARANETA COLISEUM 


PINK PANTHER 
41:15, 2:00, 4:45, 7:3 


1405, 3:15, 5:25, 9:45 
1 WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU 


men 
121584712073451 610/835. Em mr 


NX PANTHER z BROKEBACK MOUN E 
z і 
۴ 


PINK PANTHER OKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
WWE RAW LIVE TOUR | Bb PILIPINAS CORONATION NIGHT 


4 ‚|5 AEON FLUX 
MARCH 4, SATURDAY 8 prm 


CLOSE To vou 


m x BROKEBACK 
PANTHE MOUNTAIN 


is now accepting bookings 
for May to July 2 


ТАТАТАТАТАТАТАТА ТА АЛА АЛА АТА А A A A AAA 
All-Digital Cinemas 

MARKET - 
LU CLOSE TO YOU 


h ы [2 сол! 
MARKEN лоно. 


THER 


miraspa maen ACK MOUNTAIN 
Zisome” Sere ШП 


Ni MALL oa 


Mero Pont vll 
гер, 25, Saturday, 4pm, 


Nar kat 
Feb, 26, Sunday, pm. 
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PAER reanvary20,2006 ENTERTAINMENT 


ROUNDUP 


Pinay in US McGregor will croon Sades “The Sweetest 
i Gift" and dramatic actor Irons will sing Bob 
dance finals Dylan's classic "To Make You Feel My Love." 
CHERYL Bautista Other stars taking part in the venture, to be 
Burke, а FikAm " recorded by Rhino Records, iniude Jennifer 
based in New York Garner, Eric McCormack, Lucy Lawless and 
City, joins grand fi- John Stamos. АЕР PROMENAD 
nalists їп "Dancing й нЕ à 2 
with the Stars,” seen 


le оп Thursdays ШШШ УШЫ, x now a 


over US le dV NOME | уху БЕШ 
н. ud ber METROPOLI | epee Е .. 
extn “pares oma 


singer Drew Lachey Куру, s TA RE SHENG АК TO CHANGE WTO IRE FOR CR NGI 
(Nick's brother) of (FEE 4 

the band 98 Degrees 

are among the four 
teams (picked out of 
10) who will battle it 


ош during the grand А B Ld St lid: i k AMINO NOW OPEN NIGHTLY 
meus mm 21 57 Geni ний Do ot Sule -— 
Cheryl and Drew scored high in tango, samba, Burke with Nick AE arta mm Cte ey Fat Sp oed oat CV ps ss 
раза doble, quickstep and cha-cha. Lachey's brother portionis seriei 

‘featured in "Good Morning America," as a 
"At age 10, she discovered ballroom dancing 


REGINE Velasquez, Pops Fernandez, Zsa Zsa 
Padilla and Kuh Ledesma 


Back in Greenhills 

UH Ledesma is back in Greenhills, San Juan, 
with Teatrino ("small theater") at the Prome- 
Dade, the newest shopping and dining dest- 
"mation. 

Teatrino is very similar to Ledesma's for- 
mer place, Music Museum—but smaller, with 
а seating capacity of only 28, and therefore 
more intimate, The sngerentrepreneur adds, 
[г also has a bigger stage and а state-of-the- 
5 d lighting system." 

formally opened last month with 
Ledesma onstage, with friends Zsa Zsa Padil- 
la, Pops Fernandez and Regine Velasquez. 


NICK Lachey and Jessica Simpson 


p ма. эму ж ыш | 
КОСО ЫИ ЈОНМ СЕМА * EDGE • TRIPLE H * MICK FOLEY « TRISH STRATUS 


‘Simpson's Dec. 16 divorce filing, Lachey cited 


p TORRIE WILSON « BIG SHOW e SHELTON BENJAMIN ° RIC FLAIR 


Lachey, 32, also asked for “miscellaneous 


jewelry and other personal effects,” his eamin 
ЕЕС Fon er ar GÈ TYSON TOMKO • CARLITO «VAL VENIS • CHRIS MASTERS • SNITSKY 
Lachey said he and Simpson, 25, separated 
рес. 13, although she claims it was Nov. 23. 
"The couple, who starred in their own MTV 
reality show, "Newlyweds: Nick & Jessica," 
had no prenuptial agreement. Lachey, who 
gained fame as a member of the boy band 98 
Degrees, had more earning power when the 
couple wed in October 2002. However, Simp- 
Son's fame skyrocketed during the marriage. 
"The 25-year-old singer-actress reportedly 
‘earned more than $30 million last year. АР 


Singing actors 

LOS ANGELES—Hollywood stars Jeremy 

Irons, Scarlet Johansson and Ewan McGre- 

вогаге among 14 actors who are breaking in- - аы 

to song for an unusual celebrity-studded mu EEUU Р r irr 

Sle album, producers said Wednesday. 3 O тыне Charity + Minerals |. 
"The actors have agreed to explore their al- ns | к= 


Tha names ofa WWE programming. aient. mages: enesses, and logos, are tha exclave property of WINE. Al о 
Ток word Weesting Entertavnant, Inc. Ай Rights Reserved. Mick Foley is a trademark owned by Mick Foley, am 


e 


ternative tales on "Unexpected Dreams Gah rw 
Sones fom the Seas?” an album aimed st 
Retina a musical education program of the 


оз MM as ФР € m m Ите 


euler 


Johansson, 21, will sing the George and Ira 
Gershwin ‘classic “Summertime,” Scotsman 


j^. eem 
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BY JESSABRERA, 


TINGED A РМ 
LETTER моко Рой 
SNOT HUNGRY. 


THE FOURTH LETTER 
ee 


WALA KA BANG 
PLANO PARA SA 
ANIBERSARYO NG 
PEOPLE POWER? 


BABY BLUES 


(ies THe Hos bee 
(Cos (NGE, NAPAD 


а 
‘SAFE. 


THERE YOU GO, MAFING IT 


WELL, WHY DON'T 


| You Just FLY awa? | 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


Тт. Declare 
Topay *Нї55М 


SoMEDAY, NED 
MAKe боор 
Lawmakers! 


BY PATRICK MeDONNELL. 


WH? DIDNT I 
THINK OF THAT 


2— 441. 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


PHILOSOPHER NA. 
каво NGA LANG, 
ALIMASAG НА 
Romer io. 
rium. 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're very aware of the impression you creare on your audience. In ru 
„make a strong impression on you. You're tuned in го everything. People enjoy 


ve, gente and cooperative with others. You will ace an important choice th 


tion or another. Choose wisely 


d 


your company beca 
(year that wil take you 


Birthdate of: Cindy Crawford, supermodel; Charles Barkley NBA star; Andrew Shue, actor/soccer pl 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): з time to 
think about what you re- 
ally want to do, no mat- 

2 ter how old you are. 

Төште a creative sign who needs to 

asingyour song! 


‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Your mission, 
should you choose to ac- 
Sept it (and really, you 
Have no choice) ito o 

E idify your home base. 

2 Focus on home and real estate this 

“year 


GEMINI (May 21 to 


June 20): You're on the 
move again! Many of 
you will be changing 
Jobs or residences this 


уем. Small wonder, since your job 
ene is going to improve so much! 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Plan for a va- 
‘cation this year You 
have the best opportuni- 


in more thant decade 
to enjoy pleasant times with chi 
remand to explore romance! 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


Across 
1 Sen A 


These Years 
Singe Tori 


з Sumpuous 
past 


10 Felow 


14 Unt af forco 
15 Female 


vampire 
18 Tomer of ins. 


11 Roten Frost 


20 Chests 


21 High ronis 
22 Lump of ot 


23 Exmeyor of 


34 Gun abby 
fetes 


30 endo е Ресава 

gand iamen 
Er 8 Рага RSVP 

«абоз 9 Russian chess 


mp 
42 Pan of ашк 
мо, 
46 Msplaco 5 
41 Cass та Food Vo шу 
48 Tempor 13 Footballer 
тоюу ‘zaps opion 
а 18 болиу vegge 
i6 Robot Frost 19 Fragrant sack 
oon 23 hea 
sakean 24 Final oo? 
So Мо ез down 25 UNIS ol power 
0 Lora ot БЕС 
"Chocolat Витя. 
в Chooses 27 Look domn 
92 Beneath nos mse 
63 Aness Foch 20 Bgt. 
29 Leg pit 
DOWN E 
„ 1 Me erence 21 A vove I 
2 Logensay 33 Saying 
say 36 Saud un 
з Nollaken hby 37 Pub beers 
4 looker 38 Otis mos 
5 Benang dst роп. 
misce from he sun 


By Suriey B. имп 
зв Rober Frost Highwood, IL. 


48 Tonn most 
Caen 


LEO (uly 23 to Aug. 
22): Youre embarking 
On а whole new ven 
ture, Some of you are 


sill letting go and giv 
ing up things. Others are already on 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
DX TE 
menle much of what 


of what is no longer relevant in your. 
же 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): You have much to 
lock forward юш de 
уем ahead, because 
most of you will increase. 

your earnings! Similarly, most of 

Jou will increase your expenses as 

хен 


SCORPIO (оа. 23 10 
Now 21) Because tacky 
dügker iis your a 
teal December thie e 
Tod good fortune! The 
only боной © you could gain 
puces 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 


to Dee. 21): In about 
Two years, you will enter 
a time of harvest, when 


СӘ the seeds you have 

planted wil y 
ripen. This Year is а time of preparo- 
tion for you. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 


10Jan. 19):7 Add some- 
a) thing ting fo Your 
wardrobe, because you 


have. а popular year 
od aun — 36:1 
about yourself as you socialize 
Shih everyone. (You know that ap- 
pesrencessoune) 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 


By Feb. 18): You int 
FD c= boosting your reputa: 
on and your good 


папе this year People 

vil ave, eee re 
spect for you, especially VIPs, bosses 
Зада 97 


6 


Opportunies io travel 
een eee 
For yon in 2006 pba 
ing, the media and everything hav. 
ing do with medicine and the law 
are also favored 


MIKROKOSMOS 


NAG JA- JOGGING NA'KO -PARA MAIWASAN ANG 
Mea SAKIT GAYA Né 
HEART PROBLEMS: 


(e 


> `na 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
рево LUNG PROBLEMS 


Atcicsecs Bo Селест iie ra sana Paperem branches al Cluny Far Fung Ger s бошо X TBU nl 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


Т THINK YOU MAY BE 
LOSING TOUCH WITH REALITY. 


"uet revo SA DEATH тт жЕ, 
ETUR VOICE Ko! COTIK) 
ured 


PARANG KAHAPON ^v E, NGAYON, HINDI 
LAMANG FARLEY À LANE SA EDSA 


RING may PEOPLE z 
edi ep INO People РШ 


L. rvm 
Stick ... 


From page 2-1 
that РАР опу 
achievement is the 
annual Luna Awards, 
said Martinez. "Our 
mandate is to hand 
ош awards, unily the 
guilds and profession- 

alize the industry" 
‘The controversy, he 
said, is proof that “a 
producer shouldn't 
serve as a presidential 
consultant because it 
а conflict of 


general, he said, “1 
have nothing to lose 
or gain. I am not a 
producer; 1 am not a 
politician." 


Palace probe. 

FAP chair Апу Es- 
pitidion Laxa told Iv- 
Quran Entertainment 
that the ste has 
reached Malacañang. 

"The FAP and бе 
мето Manila Devel 
opment Authority 
(MMDA) were invited 
to the Palace on Feb. 
10 for an discusion 
with Ану. Ron Salo of 
the office of Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Er 
mis, sald Laxa. 

"The MMDA, which 
is п charge of the 
MMER was represent- 
ed by Roly Josef, 
chief of зай of ММ. 
DA Chair Bayani Fer- 
nando. 

“T look forward to a 
fair and equitable de- 
cision by Malacañang 
within the week be- 
cause both sides have 
ien head Laxa 
said. 

Film indus lead 
аз are expected to 
meet with President 
Macapagal-Arroyo to- 
day in Malacafang, 
according to Martinez 
and Ric Camaligan, 
vice chair of the Anti- 
Film Piracy Council 
and president of the 
National Cinema As- 
sociation of de 
Philippines (NCAP) 

‘Camaligan agreed 
with Laxa: To resolve 
this issue, everyone 
needs to sit down and 
discuss it thoroughly: 
Perhaps we should in 
vite Mz Del Rosario to 
а dialogue with us 
More than anything, 
ihe induscy should 
be united, not divid- 
ed, bythis issue” 


Michiko, 
‘Maxi’ 


From page A2-I 


films and Kinder 
fest в the Berinales 
children's category, ac- 
cording to Michiko Ya- 
mamor, scriptwriter, 

Yamamoto said the 
Kindertnfestvcories 
are twice as sweet be- 
cause "it was a festival 
for children.” She also 
scripted Mano J, de 
Jos Reyes "Magnifico," 
which topped the 
Kinderáüfesin 2004, 

"Db think we just 
won in Rotterdam (ty- 
ing with Japan's "The 
Lost Hum" for Best 
Asian Film, given by 
the Network for the 
Promotion of Asian 
Cinema, an association 
of criias)” said Ye 
талоо of "Май 
latest score. 

“Tm so happy for he 
(Max) team. Ive lost 
count of the number of 
times weve won. It 
feels great because its 
ufos first fim” 

‘Yamamoto received 
the Berlinale news 
around lunchtime in 
Manila on Saturday 
viaa tex message from 
producer — Raymond 
Lee, who was in Ger 
many with director Au- 
raeus Solio. 

The Teddy comes 
with a cash prize of 
3,000 euros (83,571). 

“We hope to use the 
cash prize to fund fu- 
ше projects, like 
"Sarong Banggi [One 
мра” 


movictime 


MY Pine Hdl 


SM NORTH EDSA CINEMA 1 
February 24, 2006, 8:00 PM 


SM Southmall Cinema 3 


L| PREMIERE 


February 25, 2006, 


Free LOWER ВО) 


ы) ШО 


Valentine! 


0 PM 


JX TICKET for every purchase of 


‘fone) Rex СО + med. Popcom & Drink! Р 500.00 


Free UPPER BOX TICKET for every purchase of 


1 (one ) med. Popcorn & Drink or 


P 300.00 


Available a! the folowing SM Cinema Snackbars: 


North Edsa, andSouthmall 


OEM HC 


February 21, 2006 7:00 pm 
‘SM Медатай Cinema 3 
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А Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts Be voe parhasest 
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Show biz challenge for ш 


By Nini Valera. But the three allowed Pacquiao mo and Aubrey Miles. چو چن‎ 
to eens his show Biz career The — Pacquiao hand-picked actor x Joel Lamangan 
puovpmrauowavcuumo Seeds А с^ Sid the bio pe will nox be treated 
шш] expenses and а trust FLT Fims Intemational for a bio the Senda boing m. as 
Rihd--Manmy Pacquio is willing picexcept that the boxes now a hoice- to reflect the social and 1 
give hese tothe boy that Joan mult emi ak Toite” makeup of the plac w 
фа Bacosa says is their son. project what would have — grew up and which shaped his 
È just want to make that clear” been the payment for his story. Difficult mind, and which now needs a hero 
Pacquiao told Inquirer Entertai He refused to say how much this їп an exclusive interview, Pac- lil 
Mio tol He lager dose was, burapparenly the price was quiao told umm, "Ir Р MANNY Pacquiao 
Te cel and анат адне much higher than his P700,000 bein both show bi and in spon 
айша, Rally de Lem and talent fee for starring in a He в set 1o make two ot не complained of lack of sleep Бегий. 
odes шей o sop fim fom last уе, “Lsensyadong Kamao moves а fantasy fim and a то so behu io umi Enertainment during And what would he be if he 
Сараки вети эй sexy actresses Juliana Paler- mantic comedy: io s human. the interviene were no longer a boxer? "1 could 
фе а movie producer, maybe,” he 
: — Áo — : г mid. 
q| |7 SPECIAL VALENTINES рау PRESENTATION] ‘ives that he missed going to he Pacquiao could also be a come 
OPENS FEBRUARY 22! 2ND EEE and that his wile has сопу dian. Asked who his favorite actor 
id Пл» ВЛ ЕЕ ЕС passi about his not having wes hesai, Bde" 
EFER TFET STRICTLY FOR 1a YEARS OF AGE AND ОР : ا‎ O peo 


inte урса ги. по longer s di ako," Pacquiao said with 
aons ian make tupo hen ghe 
абыс Binon Ehr | | ONE DF THE BEST 2a 
FILMS OF THE 6 OSCAR NOMINATIONS! 
Deed TRE LOVE STORY BEGINS FEB. 
“me BEST а 
HISTORICAL EPIC 
ROMANCE since 
TITANIC! 
...0ne of he BEST 


man IREHESE TEE 


ا 


mci MD i GOD c GT холи ini 1 
тзн УП ЛЕШ UR ME 
aon EAE DN 


fy 


Religious spontaneity that | became: divine i 


20 years after it first captured the world's imagination. 


SA 2 
ISANG LARAWAN 
A PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER VIDEO DOCUMENTARY 


TONIGHT 
8:30PM. \ 
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Upbeat developments on the Filipino film front 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2006 


SOME PEOPLE THINK TM A COCKEYED OP. 
timist for stubbornly declaring that, despite 
the Filipino movie industry's poor showing 
las уе жете in for Deiter Aim times im 
2006. 

Well, early evidence 
may prove ш tight. 
Hee E ie only Fini 
му and Star Chema 
has ‘already. released 
А 

T бе sudo keeps 
is pace up, i could 
come out wi one new T 
move each moni t a j 
taling 12 for m Й 
05 потопете 40 
‘company alone. Thats Nestor U. Torre 
Сани а сона 
Compare with es years meager output 

‘One of the big movies dut Star Cinema is 
heralding is the Fim bio of boxing idol Manny 
Pacquiao, with Jericho Rosales protraying the 
ie ole The fim will be co-produced by FLL 

‘ther udo productions that have been an- 
nounced тшде a Camille Prats starrer and ап 
Жеш AA" spoof for Vhong Navarro. 

ери Emendinmenr E aiso revving up for a 
busy Jeu s fest movie for 2006, “1 wil Always 
Tova Vou" i reported to have grossed PSOM on 
fe is week, whic malesi a cei ht 

Oihar Regal movies in the works include Kat- 
rina Haili launching vehicle as sexy sur 
Ten the sudio is rprodudng wih GMA 
Tims 

Co productions seem to be the way to go this 
year after their success in the 2005 Metro filmfest. 

Тыв воле way йа casir sapped producers 
can bankroll expensive producdons that wil 
aw viewers beck to theaes showing lol 
= 

Bur budget productions can sill be expected 
to dominats ie lca making cene, as the 
йш trend continues to generate more adhe 

The 2006 Cinemalaya alternative fes has 
already chosen he digital fearure projects that 
V cá be given a seed grant of PS00000 for 
Mowing by ine middle of he yeaz 

ad he Cinema One movie channel will fund 
seven more dg features, wih а юа] produc- 
оп grane of 00000 each This year the chan 
melid locking Есте abou te pino amd 

"ee upbeat developments show dut tere 
are enough people ou hee who bavert re 
pi enses to meodrumaualy and 
shy mouming the "dead of Plipino 
trove and are prepared to work had to help 
tenga them bck dynamite 

Why nox join hs more upbeat group by sup- 
pontin thei eons wih your patronage? 

Бе # you dont 


VIEWFINDER 


like some of the local fims 
you watch, your consistent patronage —and 
‘constructive criticism will be important com 
ponents in the Filipino movie industy’s long- 
awaited “resurrection.” 


Catherine Deneuve 

Its great to hear that the 2006 Bangkok Inter- 
national Film Festival 
(Feb. 17-27) will honor 
French actress Cather- 
ine Deneuve with its 
Golden Kinnaree 
mer Achievement 
‘Award for her conri- 
bution to cinema. 

The presentation 
wil be made during 
the festivals Award 
Gala on Ре. 24 at the 
Conrad Hotel. 

Deneuve is known 
for her work with in- 
ternational fim direc- 
tors. She came to 
worldwide promi- 
meme in 1964 in 
Jacques Dewey's "The. 
Umbrellas of Cher 
bourg" The film will 
be screened at ће 
Bangkok filmfest in a 
special festival presen- 
tation on Feb, 21. 

Nominated for an 
Academy Award in 
1992 for performance. 
in “Indochina,” 
Deneuve has won 
Frances Cesar Award 
for "The Last Metro" 
and “Indochina.” Bafta 
also honored her work 
as Best Actress in Luis 
Buiiuel's 1967 master 
piece, "Belle de Jour” 

Deneuve's other ex 
серйопа movies in 
dude “Repulsion” by 
Roman Polanski, "Tris. 
tana” by Buñuel, "Mis 
sissippi Mermaid" by 
Francois Truffaut, and 
“Dancer in the Dark” by 
Lars von Trier. 

Liberated and inde 
pendent in her private 
live, Deneuve had a 
child by Roger Vadim 
in 1963 and another 
by Marcello Mas- 
trolanni in 1972, but 
did not mamy either. 
one of them. Her mar- 
riage to British photog- 
тарһег David Bailey 
ended in divorce. 

Even in her 60s, 
Deneuve is ап 
exquisite beauty, aloof 
and detached in man- 
ner, but vital in some of. 
her films. She was par- 


ticularly effective as the frigid, men- 
tally disoriented character in "Re- 
pulsion,” the conniving 18th-centu- 
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ту virgin in “Benjamin,” and the 
erotic, enigmatic. protagonis 
“Belle de Jour” and “Tristan 
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‘Mega Valentine’ 


By Bayani San Diego jr. 


TAND-UP COMEDY 

could very well be Sharon. 

Cuneta's next stop. 
Throughout "My Mega Valen- 


роз arrangments were slick, the 
better to emphasize the stars 
emotive skills. 

Because the last time she per- 
formed at the Big Dome was four 
years ago ("The Mega Event”), 
Cuneta obviously relished the 


- ОРМ (Original Pilipino Music) 


dia artist dispensed snappy one- 

s, largely unscripted and un- 
rehearsed, mostly self deprecat- 
ing. 

No опе, nothing маз 
spared—from her fluctuating 
weight го former partner Robin 
Padilla, who made an unexpected 
entrance from his seat in the 
bleachers. 

Cuneta even took on audience 
member Manny Pacqui 
ng to the controversy i 

iamp's love life: "Boys will 
be boys...” 

“Only Sharon can get away 

quipped. guest Kuh 

„ who designed one of 

Cuneta's gowns. At one point, 

Ledesma pinned Mega's skirt in 

place, right in front of the 10,000- 
strong audience. 


Eyecandy 

ah the оно аны around, 
performer Chisopher de Leon 
Ea Civitan Beuis were re- 
Sed o eye candy forthe won: 
niath audience 

Musical decor Louie Осан 


Find out who 
wiil be the next. 
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mumbers. 

Highlights were the Ocampo 
ballad “Paalam,” the Ryan 
Cayabyab duet wih Ledesma 
(юм Шау Panaginip.” 
“Paraisong Parisukat’ and "Magba- 
lik Ka Na, Mahal"), а heartfelt 
“Ikaw” (with harpist Noelle Cas- 
sandra), “Bituing Walang Ningn- 
ing’ and, as encore, the Sharoni- 
ans’ anthem, "Sanay Wala Nang 


j- Wakas." 


Yet another peculiarity of a 
Cuneta concert is the star going 
down the stage to join the crowd, 
which she did at the start of the 
show, much to the consternation 
of the coliseum security. 

Atconcert'send, the crowd, ex- 
pecting Cuneta to do it again, 
rushed to the front, toting cam- 
eras. She didn'tdescend the stage 
again, but one enterprising audi- 
‘ence member managed to pass on 
a gift 

"This might not happen in other 
concerts, but for Sharonians it was 
just another night with their idol. 

"The good news is, there's talk 
ofa repeat. 
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HSBC's fearless forecast: P47.50 to $1: 
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НОМС KONG SHANGHAI BANKING CORP (HSBC) SAID THE PESO eed 


could appreciate to below 50 to a dollar and even get a credit-rating | PANGILINAN GARCIA DECASTRO 
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A Spm fet! Arnulfo Veloso, HSBC treasurer and head of pressures on its currency given the softening ; 
$ = н join mates i in an economie foram a з attracts investors 
Jreenbeck toward June, and further strength- p y ш. | By Clarissa S. Batino елйн, tare Y 
+ nto 47.50 in the fourth quarterifthegovern- ly P146.5 billion, way below the official target Ыз about their tie-up have 
GOLD: $540.30-540.80 ment revenue targets would be hit. of P180 billion set for 2005. TED ال‎ le been sing aun he industry 
“Markets may price in a credit upgrade ‘The lower xogrammed deficit we t = d government sta- for at les Косе tne 
аа should fac pubers improveand shoud we due 1o t брал Mgr yer, | Sons RPN9 and IBC 13 i gener, Employes of RPN 9, according 
STOCK MARKET have a stable political landscape,” Veloso said -owne эу» from i ха of re repeats 
= E during last Fridays Economic Review and ents of the Bureau of the Treasury in | тыл "шко, Me e -— hat 
Outlook for 2006 organized by the Manage- inated sovereign bonds. mn meds сила — кра. 
Оооой fo 2006 de Philippines QMAP)® Bur Veloso said the positive fiscal perfor- | Federico М. Garda and Arlene During а media отте 
Не said oil prices were not expected to be mance last year should be sustained if the page us арай ааа атта 
анада as ast year because ofthe ro Бите amed vo aly ge este | Ci демок ne, миңе] OY ММ rete 
ed slowdown in the growth of the world econ- upgrade on the country’s credit ratings and е e e) 
omy that would dampen demand. The Philip- forthe peso eî mandbreach the SO. | rumes... of RPN 9 ping thet bes On Жаш 
ЖЕЛЕ ез, which imports most of its oil require. to-a-dollar mar е sale of assets of ing their whatever 
беенод mare reporton Page B7) Eu. is therefore not Illy to experience кесу: | 2000813 was previously і. soon MVP wil buy because of | 
Weak trade seen WHAT’S INSIDE billion forthe government. fromthe broadcast industry. 
oninterest worries Sources said that Pangili- Pangilinan successfully 4 


= : 7 з nan, popularly known as МУР turned Philippine Long Dis- 
AR RUE мын ы Equitable Deficit seen Philippines and Garcia, former president tance Telephone Co. into the 
рет 7 Of ABSCBN Broadcasting country’s most profitable com- 
US and tocat interest rates, a g » 

BP! Trade said іп a weekly report that the boardroom to reach world’s Corp. were planning to bid pany and transformed previ- 


betrayal /B3 P147.4B in'06 /B8' best in IT /B12! | 207 fer Radio Philippines LL 


_AsofS pm. Feb. 17,2006 _ 


“We wanted a way not to bloat our balance sheet with non-core assets such as cars, as well as 
to enhance our debt-equity and return on asset ratios. ВРІ Leasing helped us decide.” 


——— Ж — n2 
Juergen Hirschberg 


President & General Manager 
Dietheim Philippines Inc. 


BPI LEASING: 


YOUR WISER 
OPTION. 


If you prefer deferred cash out instead of paying cash up front, then BPI Leasing 
is for you. 


Because profits may be realized through the use of an asset rather than its ownership. 
Leasing makes'it possible to obtain equipment, cars and the like without having to draw upon 
existing funds or having to raise new capital 


To learn how leasing can work best for you, call the best, ВР! Leasing Corporatio 
at 845-5630 and 816-9261 


| Ф | ВРІ Leasing Corporation 


The Leader in Leasing. 


Ever dream of a multi-platform, dual-core ready workstation that provides 


blazing x64 performance, and supports 32 / 64-bit applications? [Амо 
MEET THE NEW SUN ULTRA 20 WORKSTATION. 


HIGHLIGHTS А 

+ One AMD Opteron process (up to 26 GHz) 

evelopecresdy wih Sur award wering developer tools Sun 
java Sudo Creator, Sun Jeva Sco Еларна, and Sun Sudo 
Sotwero includea standart 

-Two professional graphics acosleratod avaiable: NVIDIA Quadro 
нуздво PCLExpres, МИОА Quadro FX1400 

+ RAID 0 for nign periormances and RAD 1 for redundancy" 

reloaded wih Solaris 10 OS and card to run Sore, nux, 
se Widows 

Three POL Express iots, nding one 6 for graphics oniy, and 
four 2229 PC sol (33 MH) 

+ Upto two SATA, 7200 RPM hard cos, 500 GB maximum: B0, 
2068 

+ Upto lax GB of PC3200 memory, tour urbullared DIMM lots, EOC 
(168,512 MG) or non-ECC (258 MB) 

"Two IEEE 1394a Freie ponts in font 

7 Six USB 2.0 port, wo in front and four in bask 


To inquire: 


call: + 63.2 810.9301 / 812.7666 


Look lor. Francs Yu (Loc. 182), francis yu@wsphil com ph 


Sun Ultra 20 Workstation 
The Ultimate Developer Platform. 


RT 


solaris 
SRP 65,900.00 


'Eoucatera demus soy 


it's our business to make your business grow 


salesQwsiphil.com.ph *63 2 810.9301 *63 2 812.7666 
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bm created with such growth. What worries me 


Avoiding jobless growth 


THE CURRENT GOVERNMENTS MAIN 
strategy to fight poverty is to pursue economic 
growth, declares my friend Rep. Joey Salceda, 
a key economic adviser of the President. In the 
Management Association of the Philippines 
(MAP) “Economic Review and Outlook for 
2006" forum last Friday where we both pre- 
‘sented our respective takes on our current eco- 
nomic performance, he pointed out how 70 
percent of actual poverty reduction in other 
‘countries could be traced to economic growth, 
and only 30 percent to redistributive policies. 
Studies from the UNDP and ће World Bank 
that examine data across various countries in- 
deed bear him out on this. I started my leader- 
ship of Neda in 1992 with my boss President Fi- 
del Ramos declaring that our government’ pri- 
‘or task was to enlarge our national bibingka, at a 
time when the economy was at a virtual stand- 
sil. And as economic growth picked up through 
the 1990s, so did poverty incidence decline quite 
significant by the time we left office in 1998. 


Short of target 
Note that itis not economic growth per se that 
leads to poverty reduction, but the jobs that are 


about the kind of growth we have been seeing of 
Tate is that growth in jobs had not been commen- 
surate with growth in economic production, 
While we are not alone in this phenomenon 
called jobless growth,” the official 2005 employ- 
‘ment data leave much to be desired. 

"The regular Labor Force Survey indicated 
that on an annual average, 699,000 jobs were 
created in the economy last year. The services 
sector accounted for 424,000 of these, agri- 
culture contributed 249,000, and industry 
came up with the remaining 46,000 jobs. 

"The problem is, about one million new work- 
ers join the labor force yearly This tells us that 
job creation had fallen short of the increase in 
workers looking for jobs. I's no wonder, then, 
that half a milion workers were reported to have 
le for overseas jobs in the past year alone. 


Job quality down 

There's even more cause for concern. It's 
bad enough thar the quantity of new jobs cre- 
ated did not measure up to requirements and 
targets. The quality of the new jobs was like- 
wise questionable, to say the least. Two things 
in the labor statistics bear this ош. 

One, underemployment rater the pro- 
portion of workers who indicated the desire or 
peed to work more rose sharply from 169 

nt in October 2004 to 21.2 percent in Oc 
Тое 2005. its worth noting that a worker 
needs to have worked only one hour within the 
whole week previous то the survey to be cass 
fied as “employed” The numbers tell us that 


over a fifth of those who were working are in 
jobs that are not good enough, and thus have. 


RPN 9, IBC 13 bidding ... 


Do your 
managers 
let you 
sleep at night? 


MANAGING 


FOR RESULTS] 


March 14-16 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


‘After the program, the participants will Ре able to 

+ Develop the all-important mindset essential 
to managers 

+ Differentiate and implement various. 
managerial tasks, roles and accountability 

+ Take the lead in meeting the various 
challenges of change in the workplace 

* Positively influence their people 

* Unlock the secrets to gelling peak 
performance from their people 

* Organize their people to unleash and focus 
heir knowledge, skills and creativity 

= Use communication and motivational tools 
lo get big-time results 

+ Solve problems and make decisions with 
renewed confidence 

* Delegate effectively lo get more things done 

* Employ discipline and coaching as a positive 
leadership toot 

* Create and implement plans more effectively 

* Monitor plans more clearly to ensure 
attainment of their goals 


Jf you want us to customize а program for 10 or more of your people, simply call us and we will gladly design one for you! 


CONSULTANTS TO MANAGEMENT 


eays 


Does your 
audience say 


“MORE?” or 
“BORE...”? 


POWERFUL J 
{PRESENTATION SKILLS; 


March 14-16 
Edsa Shangri-La Hotel 


After the program, the participants will e able tx 

* Increase their confidence by reducing 
presentation stress. 

+ Persuade t 
than resist their message 

* Plan for presentations to ensure 
appropriateness and completeness 

= Prepare presentations that will address 
their audience's needs 

= Siart and end presentations with impact 

+ Design and use visuals thal capture their 
audience's interest and allention span 

= Present numbers and statistics in an. 
interesting, simple and 

+ Animate their presentations through their 
choice of words, vocal delivery and body 
language 

* Eliminate verbal 
and "umm" that distract their audience 

+ Deliver presentations spontaneously lo 
sound natural and confident 

+ Respond to heckling and objections without 
gelting into an argument or losing control 

* Cope with a hostile audience. 


ir audience to accept rather 


incrisms such as “ahhh” 


alee 


SHARPER SKILLS EASTER RESULTE 


do you lose yours, 


COMPLAINTS: 


After the program, the participants i 
* Deve 


+ Maximize the opportunity to gain customer 
= Prepare emotionally and mentally to 


* Know th 


+ Develop proactive listening skills in order 
+ Defuse anger with calming techniques, 
* Realize unproductive behaviors and fight- 


* Diagnose problem situations and bring the 


+ Demonstrale the necessary stepson haw to 


+ Learn when to educate the customer in 


* Preserve and strengthen their partnership 


For inquiries & reservations, call 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ or Tessa 
at 892-7559, 816-1610, 894-0445 or 892-7041 
or log on to www.guthrie-jensen.com 


7/F Glass Tower Bldg., Carlos Palanca Jr. St. 


When customers 
lose their cool, 


too? 


March 21-22 
Hotel Intercontinental Manila 


beable to 
yp а positive mindset on the critical 
role of complaints in a business and their 
impact on the bottomline 


loyalty in a complaint situation 
сайл the relationship-huilding, 
opportunities behind customer complaints. 


respond to complaints 


“Do's and Don'ts” when de 


ing 
with an angry customer 


to discover a solution lo the customer's 


the right words, tonc of voice and body 
language 


provoking phrases thal do not help the 
customer solve the problem 


sell a solution that will regain the customer's. 


trust and confidence 
nstances when the customer is at fault 


with the customer through rapport 
building skills 


Legaspi Village, Makati City 
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No Free LUNCH 


Cielito Е Habito 


‘expressed the need to work even more. 

“Two, the data also clearly show that the bulk 
of the jobs created were of the self-employed 
Crown account workers?) or unpaid family work- 
er categories, accounting for 515000 and 
476000 new jobs respectively: Only 146,000 of 
the new jobs were of the wage and salary worker. 
category In contrast, 1 distinctly recall how the 
share ofthe later had grown in the 1990s, allow- 
ing me to report then that the quality of jobs our 
economy was generating had been improving. 


Quality of growth 

"The implication of ай this is that it is not 
enough to pursue economic growth alone, in 
terms of simply raising the aggregate GDP 
growth rate, It must also be quality growth, 
e. growth that produces jobs and livelihoods 
foras many people as possible. 

If the reported growth of the economy last 
year has not been widely felt, the explanation 
сап be easily seen in the sources of that 
growth. The fastest growers in 2005 were the 
Finance and mining industries, with 15.4 per- 
cent and 9.3 percent growth rates respective- 
Jy. But the data tell us that there are only 
337,000 workers in finance, and only 
116,000 in mining. On the other hand, agri- 
culture, with more than 12 million workers, 
only grew at 2 percent—not even fast enough 
to keep up with the growth in population. 


More baskets. 

We need, in short, to broaden the base of our 
economy's growth. We need to put our eggs, our 
economic stakes, in more baskets. It is not good 
enough to focus on the Clark/SubicMeto 
Manila-Calabarzon geographic triangle, on the 
reasoning that it accounts for 55 percent of our 
 GDP—when it accounts for а far lower propor- 
tion of our workers and population. It is not 
good enough to look to information and com 
‘munication technology (ICT) to drive GDP 
growth from the services sector, when 70 per- * 
cent of our poor are in the rural areas. Agricul- 
ture deserves much more attention than it is 
getting. If the 12 million farmers and farm 
Workers and their families had more money in 
their pockets to spend, the rest of the economy 
would get a tremendous boost. 

Only with such broader-based, job-creating 
growth would we see a substantial reduction. 
in poverty. 

Questions and comments welcome at 
chabito@ateneo.edu 


From page Bt 


ously losing Pilipino Telephone Corp. into a 
money-making telco. 

“it helps that the golden handcuffs of Fred- 
die with ABS-CBN is about to end so he is free 
to partner with anybody” said a source, refer- 
ring to the non-compete clause on Garcia's re- 
tirement from the Lopez-owned network. 

The duo may tie-up with Solar Entertain- 
ment, which is controlled by Wilson Tieng. So- 
Jar has a programming contract with RPN 9. 

De Castro, according to the sources, was inter- 
ested to produce the news content for IBC 13. 

But the wife of Vice President Noli de Cas: 
tro is unlikely to join a team that would in- 
clude Garcia. 

De Castro is reportedly organizing а news 
team to buy a block time in IBC 13. 

“She is not going to buy the station because 
apparently, the group of El Shaddai is already 
controlling it,” said another source. 

Veteran broadcaster Korina Sanchez, ac 
cording to sources, may join Garcia if he suc- 
ceeds in buying into RPN 9, according to 
sources. 

Pangilinan declined to comment on his in- 
terest in RPN 9. But a source close to him said 
that the station still has commercial value de- 
spite its existing contract with Solar Enter- 
tainment. 

“If you include the block-timer in the con- 
sortium, then it might work," the source said. 

Tieng, however, said he has not received 
any proposal from Pangilinan to bid together 
for RPN 9. "Our contract with RPN 9 is short . 
term. Itjust gets extended," said the owner of 
Solar Entertainment. 

Whether the government could generate 
the estimated amount from the sale of the two 
stations is another matter, 

Some analysts suggested the two stations 
could not fetch very attractive bids because 
most of their equipment were old and that 
much of the airtime, especially in IBC 13, have 
been sold to block-timers like El Shaddai. 


HSBC's ... rem 


1f fiscal numbers would not be as good as 
‘expected, then the peso could stay within the 
53 level, he said. 

"The national government's budget deficit 
for January is expected to be announced any- 
time this week. 

National Treasurer Omar Cruz earlier ex- 
pressed optimism chat the target of reducing the 
deficit to P124.9 billion for the full year was not 
difficult to accomplish: He cited the decline in 
interest rates аз а factor, explaining that this re- 
duces the cost of the government's borrowings. 

For the first quarter, while it is yet to be seen 
whether the fiscal targets for the full year 
would be attained, Veloso said the peso would 
range between 51.75 to 52.75 to the dollar, 

Veloso added that interest rates were ex. 
pected to be stable this year, with the Bangko- 
Sentral ng Pilipinas seen keeping the bench... 
mark rates at 7.5 percent given the high level 2: 
of liquidity in the system. z 
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Equitable boardroom betrayal 


VICENTE PANLILIO IS SUPPOSED TO BE A 
nominee ofthe Banco de Oro Group in the Eq- 
"üitable PCIBank board, but the banker did the 
unthinkable when, without consulting his 
principals, he took a stand contrary to the 
BDO position. 

During Friday's supercharged executive 
committee meeting, Panlilio unilaterally pre- 
sented an aide memoire supporting the posi- 
tion of GSIS president Winston Garcia, which 
was, to auction the bank's 10-percent trea- 
sury shares alongside that of the GSIS stake. 

"The long and the short o it was that, follow- 
ing the uproar among the BDO nominees led 
by Teresita Sy no less, Panlilio resigned his di- 
rectorship and left the Makati headquarters 

Guess where he had lunch? At the Century 
Park Hotel in Manila, where, te func- 
tion room, ex Philippine National Bank boarg. 
members like Panlilio were treated to a sump- 
tuous lunch by we are not kidding, taipan Lu- 
cio Tan no less. 

Guess what the hot topic of the lunch was? 


La Salle and GMA 

THE PRESIDENT has resorted to hiding be- 
hind an investigating committee, while his 
top lawyers seek to delay the proceedings un- 
til the term is over. 

In the meantime, the presidents aides 
switch to the witch hunt and suppression 
mode. 

Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and the Garci 
scandal? No, мете sorry, but we are referring 
to La Salle Greenhills president Bernard Oca's 
handling of the school's "bully" issue. 

Instead of calling the parents face-to-face 


COcKTALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


and their respective sons to immediately re- 
Solve an escalating problem, the school even 
deferred for next week what originally had 
been last Friday's release of its now three- 
month-long investigation of the bully issue. 

(See Cocktales, Feb. 15, for background.) 

Worse, another student who happens to be 
a son of the lawyer of the victim has suffered 
collateral damage, and is being asked to re- 
portto the principal's office on Monday 

Oca, in the meantime, still refuses to meet 
and assure the parents of the bully's victim 
that, like what the La Salle Brothers preach to 
GMA, transparency will be observed and jus- 
tice will be served inthe school grounds. 

Despite already having been the subject of a 
complaint in November, the 15-year-old bully 
3 Grade 7 repeater and a taekwondo practi- 
ioner, still managed to hit back and elbow sev- 
eral times his nerdish victim after their teach- 
ers, for some strange reason, put the two be- 
side each ther in a school presentation. 

"The bully had already executed a hand 
written apology and owned upto the offenses 
being blamed on him, which includes cell 
phone theft, check forgery and regulary fich- 
ing the victim's PSO daily allowance. 

Instead of being dismissed as called for in 
the De La Salle rule book, the bully, who 


Weak trade seen on interest WOrries трен 


shares the surname with an illustrious South- 
em Tagalog political clan, was merely trans- 
ferred to another section 

"To add insulto injury the assistant prin 
pal even lost the bullys handwritten confes- 


Money-go-round 

Asian Spiri is awaiting regulatory ap- 
proval from Hong Kong authorities to begin 
amer fights from the Chinese territory то 
Boracay and Puerto Princes. 

Joya condominium posting an 87- 
percent sales turnover as of yearend, and the 
rong takeup of the planned One Rockwell, 
Rockwell Land decided to retire а P714-mil- 
fion loan that matured last month. From P4 6 
bilion in total debts in 2000, the debts of the 
Lopez land development company have been 
reduced to almost P700 milion, the latter due 
to mature in 2008. 


Heard through the grapevine 

DBP CHAIR Vitaliano Nafagas I thinks Mike 

Arroyo is the cause of his problems in the state- 

‘owned Development Bank of the Philippines. 
(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsl.net or cock 

tales pdiGyahoo com) 
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URBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE 
are wary that if US in- 


terest rates rise, the 
Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas will also hike 
domestic interes rates 
aswell, and this would 
weigh on the market,” 
BPI Trade said. 

For the week, the 
benchmark index rose 
17 points or 0.8 per- 
cent, buoyed by bar- 
gain-hunting after the 
market touched a low 
of 2044 last week, 
positive corporate 
earnings results and 
the rating outlook up- 
grade to "sable" by 
Standard and Poors 
and Fitch Ratings. 

BPI Trade also said 
that what helped whet 
investors’ appetite 
was the drop in oil 
prices and the gains 
on Wall Street. Eliza- 
beth L. Sanchez 
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Upgrade Your Future 


Get Certified 


Become a Certified Management Accountant 
Join the 7^ CMA Program of Australia 
The CMA Program is a globally 


recognized program of the Institute 
of Certified Management 
Accountants in Australia. 

Tanna йөлцегет Аана. The program develops skills of 


1 m 
analysis and evaluation in the area on 
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Philamlife Fixed 
Income Fund 
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Too Young To LOSE 
Your Hair? 


"Hair loss made me feel irritable 
around people. Now that | have 
more hair from Svenson, | feel 
confident and become more 
active again” 


TU 


Dom 29 years oid. | 


When you're young, hair loss can drastically alter 
your looks and affect your self-esteem. As you 
lose your hair, your youthful appeal sips away too. 
Stop it effectively at Svenson. We offer proven 
treatments for eliminating the main cause of hair 
loss, restoring thickness to thinning strands and 
hastening re-growth. For extreme cases, you can 
even add more hair that's as natural as yours with 
our advanced replacements. 


Over the past five years, Alliance has grown to become 
one of the largest independent IT Solutions Providers in 
the Philippines with a client base that includes some of 
Japan's biggest firms. 


For concert ticket reservations, 
please call Tagaytay Highlands at 
(046)413-0824. 

For information on Plantation Hills, 
please call Belle Corporation at 
(02)687-2885 or (0917)526-1253. 


Today, Alliance is an accredited Software Business 
Partner of the world's IT leader, IBM. 


Trust, Earned, Nurtured, Grown. 


Don't let early hair loss ruin your youth. 
In Alliance, it's all about Trust. Y үз 


Сай Svenson today and get a free hair and scalp 
check-up. 


Alliance 


ounnage sofware solutions 
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| POS Ассолго Sytom | HFVPayot Sym | Lotus Note Appicatons 
www.Tagay!ayHighlancds.com 


For more information. please call our Mania ойе (02) 687-0099, 
out Cebu offica at (032) 345-6354 or emal inane. com.ab. 
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Investments in hotels seen doubling to P4B 


DOT's job is to create 
demand for tourism 
industry, says Durano 


" BE PART OF THE: 7 


71 April 7-9, 2006 
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DENTAL WORLD IN ASIA PACIFIC! 


IDEM Singapore ~ the No.1 international communication and 

‘education platform for dentists and dental professionals in Asia Pacific! 

Attend the top-class educational conference jointly organized by SDA, FDI and WDES. 

T Order the full range of top brands directly from Intemational manufacturers and local distributors at special prices. 
Visit the ‘Dental innovations Forum for exclusive product presentations within the exhibition free-of-charge. 
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Special discounts for conference tickets and hotel accommodation rates are available online at wwwidem-singapore.com. 
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Ап invitation to the 2nd Market Masters Conference 
MARKETING INNOVATION 
March 15 (Wed) and 16 (Thurs), 2006 • PICC • 1 pm to 5:30 pm 


Learn How:the Marketing Gurus Reinvent Business 
and Gain Consumer Insights 


FIM 
p 
March 15, 2006 
+ Spotting New Opportunities, New Business and New Products 
| Successful Value Innovation in the F&8 Industry (The C2 Case Study) 
1 Successful Value Innovation in the Personal Care Industry (The Beauty Exclusive Case) 
March 16, 2006 
+ Spotting Consumer Insights that Can Help Formulate Your Big Ideas in 
Marketing and Sales. 
+ Converting Consumer Insights into Creative Big Ideas 
^ Converting Consumer Insights into Big Ideas at the Point-Of-Purchase 
Conference Investment 
Non-refundable but transferable course fee Includes attendance to all technical sessions, 2 snacks and 
Certificate of completion. 
Regular Rate: P7,000 (f рам during February 2006)» On-site Rate: P7,500 (f pad during March 2006) 
S Young Market Masters Awards Dinner March 16, 2006: P600 per person 
} быр Discount: For every group of 4 participants rom the same company, 
the йл parton gets SUX off on he regular rae or P3,300. Limited to one per company. 
For inquires, please call Nansmith and Flelders, Inc. Tel не. (02)722-2318 + 727-7142 « 723-6671 
Alle No. 0920-922-3732 ог emalt nfo@mansmith.net. 
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By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE EXPECTED ROBUST GROWTH IN 
tourist arrivals in the coming years is driving 
up investments in hotels and accommodation 
facilities. 

For this year, Tourism Secretary Joseph Du- 
tano said investments in the hotel business 
were expected to double to about P4 billion 
from last years P2 billion. 

Durano said a Korean businessman had 
committed to invest P2 billion this year to put 
up a 700-room hotel in Mactan, Cebu City Du- 
тапо did not identify the Korean businessman 
but said he has businesses in Guam and New 
York. The investor, he said, was considering to 
have Hyatt, Sheraton or Intercon to manage 
the planned first-class hotel in Mactan. 

"This Korean investor went to Cebu last 
year for the first time and fell in love with the 
place; said the tourism chief during a 
Toundtabie discussion with the INqumea busi- 
ness staff. 

Another Korean group has also invested P500 
milion ina golf course in Cagayan de Oro. 

Koreans make up 18.5 percent of the 
tourists coming tothe Philippines. 

Banking giants Metropolitan Bank & Trust 
Co. and Philippine National Bank are in the 
process of reopening two foreclosed hotels al 
зо in Cebu City. Metrobank will soon open 
Marco Polo Hotel while PNB will operate the 
foreclosed Coral Reef Hotel 

PNB owner Lucio Tan is expected to tap the 
‘Ana Hotel Group, which also manages the 
Century Park Hotel, to operate Coral Reef Ho- 
tel, said Durano. 

On top of these, about 10 resort operators 
in Boracay are planning to put up tourist facil- 
ities in Coron, Palawan, he said. 

Durano said additional rooms were needed 
to meet growing demand. Citing an inventory 
of four- and five-star tourist accommodation 
facilities in the country last year, Durano said 
the country has only 12,000 rooms available. 


этоонмон 


This number can accommodate three million 
tourists a year. However, shortage occurs dur- 
ing peak seasons. 

including pension houses and motels, the 
number of rooms would be about 24,000. “By 
the end of 2007, we expect additional 2,000 
rooms under the four- and five- star category" 
said Durano. 

Durano said Cebu was the preferred desti- 
nation of about half of the country’s visitors, 
with Boracay coming in next, 

"Tourist arrivals in 2005 were placed at 2.8 
million. The Department of Tourism expects 
the number to increase to at least 3 million 
this year. 

Durano said 90 percent of these tourists 
preferred to stay in four- and five-star hotels. 

The tourism chief is counting on Shangri-la 
Hotel and Discovery Suites which are putting 
up hotels in Boracay, as well as other projects 
in the pipeline to help address the expected 
surge in the demand for tourist accommoda- 
tion facilities inthe country. 

However, hotel projects take at least two 
years to complete. d 

"He seid hotels in Metro Manila and in Cebu 
had been beefing up their capacity in anticipation 
of the steady increase in tourist arrivals, which 
‘were expected to reach five million in 2010, 

DOT studies showed that each tourist 
spends here an average of $90 a day. Japanese 
travelers spend at east $10 more each. 


The boy from Lupi 


LUPLIS ONE OF THE SMALL TOWNS IN THE 
hinterlands of Camarines 5ш. Lupi used to be 
called a railroad town, along with two other 
equally small towns, because, until the An- 
daya Highway was opened about five years 
ago, it was accessible only by rail. An upland 
town, Lupi's economy is almost entirely an- 
chored on coconuts. 

Recently, my grandson Paco came from 
Naga City with eight classmates (one girl). 
They were all sophomores in Digital Ilustra- 
tion and Animation (DIA) at the Ateneo de 
Naga University (ADNU). I put them up at 
my house for the night. They attended a one- 
day conference on digital animation at UP 
Diliman 

DIA is a four-year diploma course offered 
only by АРМ. DIA is above my head, but I 
understand the computerized special effects 
you see on TV and the movies nowadays are 
the handiwork of DIA practitioners. 

‘About 10 years ago, the late Fr Raul 
Bonoan, S.J, then president of ADNU and 
who had been building computer courses, 
sent one of his faculty members to the Mi- 
crosoft headquarters in Seattle to study DIA. 
Then he was sent to Holland to a company 
thatinvented DIA. When he came back, he de- 
signed the curriculum. Since then, the cur- 
riculum has been expanded and toughened. 

DIA is the most expensive course їп cam- 
pus. Tuition is P26,000 (a fabulous fortune in 
Naga) per semester. It is also the toughest. 
Dropout rate is high. Paco's sophomore class 
is down to 40 students. Money may get a stu- 
dent in at the freshman year, but only talent 
and aptitude will pull him through the four- 
year grind. 

For the past two years, a team from ADNU 
has come to Manila to compete in digital ani- 
mation against teams from UP and St. Be- 
nilde. Naga has won the major prizes every 


уем. 
One look at Paco's companions and 1 knew 
they were all kids from faraway barrios. In 
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fact, Paco tells me that none of his classmates 
is from the big city of Naga. His buddies were 
children of small businessmen, government 
‘employees and farmers. 

Christopher (Toper to his friends) was the 
boy from Lupi. Paco told me that Toper is 
among the best in clas. 

"Toper, an only child, stays in Naga with his 
widowed mother in a small rented apartment. 
His mother works at the City Hall. She proba 
bly has a hard time keeping both ends mest. 
But no sacrifice is too great for the hi-tech ed 
ucation of a talented son. That is a Filipino 
mother for you. 

“There is a lot of untapped talent in our far- 
flung barrios. All that is needed is a window of 
opportunity. ADNU has opened a window into 
the wonderful hitech world of Digital Ilus- 
tration and Animation. And barrio kids and 
their parents are grabbing the chance. 

Are there jobs waiting for Toper and his 
classmates after graduation? You bet there 
are. Those who have finished the DIA course 
have found good-paying jobs in Metro Mani- 
la. Some have gone into the DIA business for 
themselves. 

Soon jobs will open abroad where there is a 
rising demand for digital illustrators and ani- 
ators. ADNU is expanding its DIA facilities 
(a five story building is being planned), and 
the course is being improved. Toper and his 
classmates are being groomed for export. 

So what if our highly trained youth wind up 
working abroad? 1f Toper gers a job in Hollywood, 
hurrah for him, Think of the glory he wil bring to 
his mother and the small town of Lupi. 


TeleEye ties up with Microserve 


THE TELEEYE GROUP A HONG KONG- 
based manufacturer of security cameras and 
systems, is forming a joint venture with local 
information technology firm Microserve 
‘Computers Co. in a bid to expand its presence 
in the Philippines and in the region. 

The joint venture company, TeleEye Philip- 
pines Inc., will be the group's flagship compa- 
ny in the country. 

"Given the broad application of TeleEye 
products, we believe that our success їп 
Hong Kong can be continued in the Philip- 
pines,” said Dr. Cliff Chan, TeleEye Group 
CEO. 

"We are pleased to have Microserve Com- 
puters Со. as our partner, with its more than 
10 years of experience in installing and servic- 
ing closed circuit TV (CCTV) products," Chan 
added. 

Considering the Philippines’ well devel- 
oped telecommunications and IT infras- 
trueture, we believe that Telebye has a 


great potential in the Philippine market," 
said TeleEye Philippines Inc. president Fan- 
ny Coling, who is also head of Microserve 
Computers. 

The TeleBye system enables users to 
view live video of company operations re- 
motely through various communication 
media telephone lines, mobile network or 
the Internet, Video can be recorded in 
hard disks and retrieved later for play- 
back. 

Coling said the system could be inte- 
grated with video cameras, audio or intel- 
ligent devices for use in the management 
of retail operations, manufacturing and 
warehousing; administration of property 
and buildings; overseeing of unmanned 
and restricted premises, and traffic con- 
trol. 

TeleSye is also eyeing partners to handle 
the markets in major cities and provinces nd- 
tionwide. 
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BSP to ease rules on banks’ mutual fund investments 


Legal department sees 
flaws in old regulation [= 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS 
plans to liberalize an old regulation that bars 
banks from investing in mutual funds. 

‘The move is aimed at boosting the fledging 
local capital markets. 

BSP chief legal counsel Juan de Zuniga told 

reporters that banks were not allowed to 
place their own money in mutual funds but, 
ironically, they can manage such funds. 
‚ Amutual fund is a pool of funds from share- 
holders or plan unit holders that is invested in 
securities. The units or shares are redeemable 
by the fund on demand by the investor 

"There's а flaw in that regulation," Zuniga 
said. "They can't invest but they can manage? 
Why should you prohibit it when banks have 
the resources and expertise to determine 
whether a mutual fund is doing well?" 

He said the BSP's supervision and examina: 
tion sector (SES) had received a proposal 
seeking the relaxation of this restriction and 
the legal department was in tum asked for a 
legal opinion on whether that was doable. 
‘Zuniga said the prohibition was provided in 
the old General Banking Act but when the 
banking law was amended in 2000, that pro- 
vision was no longer present. 

However, he said the prohibition was still 
categorically stated in the BSP's existing man- 
ual of regulations for banks, which could be 
addressed by a simple amendment by the pol- 
icy-making Monetary Board. 

‘The BSP's legal department said the risk in- 
volved in mutual fund investments might be 
lower if the banks managing them were in- 
vestors themselves. 


Coconut output 
seen posting 
slower growth 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE COUNTRY'S COCONUT output and ex- 
port volume are expected to grow at slower 
Fates this year based on rainfall patterns in 
the previous year, an industry report showed. 

"Ihe United Coconut Associations of the 
Philippines said coconut production in 2006 
‘would reach about 2.66 milion metric tons in 
copra terms, or an increase of 4.3 percent 
from 2.55 million in 2005 

"This growth rate, however, would be lower 
than the 7.7 percent growth posted last year. 
Also, UCAP said export volumes were expect- 
ей to increase this year by only 3.6 percent to 
2.17 million MT in copra terms. This would be 
just about a quarter of last year’s growth rate 
of 14.6 percent. 

‘The slower growth projection was based on 
the lower-han-normal rainfall levels in some 
parts of the country. 

Stil, the group indicated that actual co- 
conut production tended to be on the higher 
Side considering that in 2005, actual output 
grew when estimates showed a “marginal de- 
Vine" 

"production in areas anticipated to register 
growth (in 2005) was underestimated, which 
hore than compensated for the predicted 
Shortfall in Western and Cental Visayas as 
wellas Northern and Western Mindanao,” the 
report said. 

For 2006, coconut oil exports is seen to 
grow by about 2.7 percent to 1.13 million MT 
from 1.1 million MT. 

"This means a significant slowdown for the 
sector's best- performing export, which grew 
14.9 percent between 2005 and 2004. 

"The bulk of the country's coconut oil et- 
ports is used in making lubricants for aircraft, 
Cosmetics, soap and margarine. 

"The country's major markets for coconut 
ой are the United States, Europe, Korea, 
Malaysia and Japan. 

GoiNGS-ON 
Eco-Minds’ special award 
THEECO-MINDS FORUM, WHICH PREMIERED 
in the Philippines last October, received a special 
prize for outstanding and unusual communica- 
fins inthe Bayer Award for Excelence in Com- 
munications, held recently at Leverkusen, Ger- 
many. 

The annual global ward honors oustanding 
advertising concepts, press activites and internal 
Communication of Bayer subsidiaries. Bayer 
corporate communications head for South East 
Asia Dorothy Claro, a Filipino who headed the 


Ecc-Minds program, was the lone Asian recipient 
ofthe award. 


*06 Honda Civic is top pick 
THE 2006 HONDA Civic bagged the Insurance In- 
stitute for Highway Safety's "Top Safety 

Plok- Gold" award, altar earning “Good” ratings 
infrontal side pact and rear impact tests and 
measurements. 

"The 2006 Civic is the only small car and one. 
of only ive vehicles to earn this designation 
‘rom the IIHS. "Top Safely Pick Gold" award 
Combines crash results achieved trom frontal 
offset 40 mph, side impact and rear crash test 
wih static seat measurements for the head re 
saints, A rating of "Good" n ай three cate- 
Bories is required to earn "Top Safety 
Рекс Gold status. 
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ı UNIVERSAL CONNECTIVITY. 
| UNIVERSAL EFFECTIVENESS 


THE HP STORAGEWORKS USB TAPE DRIVE THAT 
CONNECTS TO ANY SERVER OR 
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"Celebrate Valentine's early with the Love. 

HP ProLiant promo! 

FREE dinner for wo at Shanrgila Hotel with purchase of on 

HP Proliant MLT 10 or ML150O server + 2 hord disks fat least 7208) 


FREE IPOD 512M8 Shuffle with purchase of HP Proliont МІ250 Сар 


Sarver + 2 hord disks [ot los! 72GB} + 1 DAT USB lope drive. 


WORKSTATION. 


The word's frst plug-and-play server back-up solution is now available at a special 
discounted price of PhP 34,500. An ideal back-up solution for small servers and 
workstations, the HP StorogeWorks DAT USB Tope Drive combines the low-cost 
Talobilty of DAT юре drives with the universal plug-and-play capabilities of the USB 
2.0 interface. The perfect bolonce of capacity, performance and simplicity, it possesses 
broad compatibility with о wide ronge of servers, operating systems ond back-up 
software. Sove fime ‘ond money with this dependable entry-level back-up solution. 


Another smart innovation by HP. 


Order now for only Php 22,500.00 
Installation & materials are included. 
E EE E ma) mese MUSTARD | 


HP STORAGEWORKS 
ULTRIUM 232 TAPE DRIVE 


*"Php 92,340 
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SMART ADVICE» SMART TECHNOLOGY > SMART SUPPORT 


1-800-1441-6688 
or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 


So, you heard of the unprecedented success of 
ihe NO DEVELOPER 


Build To Own System 


that brings down condo price lower 
by as much as 
NOW s the chance to be part of it! 


Don't be a “mediocre broker" pushing without 


knowing what you're selling. 


Aim to bring opportunity and transparent 
information to the homebuying public. 


BE A PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY CONSULTANT! 


Attend a free symposium to be conducted by 


Arch. Gilbert C. Yu 


innovator of Build To Own system 
on a first-come, first-served basis 
тог early registration and inquiry 
please contact Ms. Nems Lagrana 
(Head of Client Development) 


8167683 to 84 / 0917858 
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Repubic ol те Phicpres 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
Roxas Boulevard Comer Palo Ocampo, Sr. Svest 
Manta 1004 
ONESTOP SHOP NTERAGENCY TAX CREDIT ANO DUTY DRAWBAOK CENTER 


AMENDMENT TO THE MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT DATED 
OCTOBER 13, 2000 DEFINING THE GUIDELINES ON TRANSFERABILITY OF 
TAX CREDIT CERTIFICATES ISSUED UNDER EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 226, 
THE OMNIBUS INVESTMENT CODE 

Pursuant to Section 9 of е Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) dated October 13, 200 елеси by and 
botoon he Bord of vestments (BON end бе Deparmont of Finance (DOF) in compliance wth he роне of 
Ati 21 of Executive Order No. 228 (EO. 225) regarding Be tansirabl of ax credi caress (TCCs) 
"sued under е ead EO, те folowing sdóllond guietnes are hereby adopts 

Ч. Transfers by companies belonging lo a dressed industry seco 

Traders belonging t an idus засос wich ВО! has assessed io to т distress shal be alowed io 
коласе бн outstanding TCCs fo any BOLragsterad Kanseres зибо пс Bem 1o comply wh he 

‘anos imposed under Secon 1c. е and 1 ol a proving MOA. provided Bat i ype of wansier shal 

фе alowed kr one year only Kom оа aclikcalon b ho Cane by ВО! Ba Pe клу зе в in dires 
wot prepuce 0 renewal hereof upon approval by ha Executive Commitee” 

72. Seaton 9 of ће MOA is hereby amended lo include бе folowing paragraph 

"Hencelori, in order lo simply he administrativa process in amando е exsing MOA, and since BO! 
id DOF are wel represented ın Ве Center's Excom, апу amendment i» De prevailing МОА including 
ceptions о he qudehnes for menoreusconsidereon shal ow be done ough a esobon duly approved 
byte Conus Exece Commie, whieh reson shal be or mpementaon vou he need fr nor 
MOA between ВО and ООР. subject to complance wih Ihe provisions of EO 228 and with fe required 
‘dinate procedures under te Administ aive Code” 
BOARD OF INVESTMENTS 


(Sod) ELMER C. HERNANDEZ 
‘Undersecretary 


DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
(506) GAUDENCIO A. MENDOZA, JR. 
Undersecretary 
Эуе in бе икке ot 
(Sod) EFREN V. LEANO (Sod) ERNESTO а. HANSEN 
Execute Director Execute recte 
всап of Ivasants ‘OSS-CENTER 

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES} 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION) 88 
CITY OF MANILA j 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN lo before me Ihis 1h day of Febrary 2006, in the Cily ol Mania, ants: 
экме lo me their Community Tax Cerita as flows 

NAMES CIC Number 

Elmer C. Hernandez 12258003 
Gaudencio A. Mendoza, Jr. 02176026 Makati City 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto sel may hand and alied ту дала seal on e day, year, and 
paco above writen 
Doe. No: зи 
Page No: 63 
вож No., V 
Seres of 2006 


(Sot) ATTY. GERVACIO B. ORTIZ JR 
NOTARY PUBUC 
PIR 4178668 | 1-206 
UNTIL DEC. 31, 2006 
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VICTORIAS 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


VICTORIAS MILLING COMPANY, INC., Victorias City, Negros Occidental wishes to invite 
Interested bidders/contractors to pre-qualify and to bid for the supply of labor, 
materials, tools/equipment, and consumable matenals for the Off-Season Repair (OSR) 
of the following boilers: 


1. Yoshimine Boiler 
2. JTABoler£i 

3. JTABolerf2 JRIGT25A 
4. Riley Boiler #1 JR#31122A 


Interested bidders must submit the following requirements: 


VMC accreditation papers for those who are not yet accredited 

Registered and in good standing with SEC or DTI 

Certificate of Registration from BIR 

Certificate of membership from SSS, Philhealth, НОМЕ, PAG-IBIG, etc. 

Certificate from the Department of Labor and Employment. 

Has a good track record and satisfactory performance as attested by at 

least three (3) clients 

+ Latest audited Financial Statements stamped by BIR and certified by a 

Certified Public Accountant 
Pre-qualficaton and bidding forms are available at the MCD Office, VMC Milite and at 
the УМС Makati Office during office hours from February 20 to March 3, 2006. upon 
payment of non-refundable fee of P500.00. Deadline for submission of pre-qualfication 
papers is on March 10, 2008. The pre-bid conference for qualified bidders is on March 
17, 2006, 2:30 Р.М. at the HRD Conference Room, VMC Millsite, Victorias City, 
Negros Occidental. The bidding date will be announced thereafter. Sealed bids shall 
Бе accompanied by a bidder's bond equivalent to five percent (5%) of the total bid price 
in the form of cashier'simanager's check payable to Victorias Miling Company. nc. 
For further inquiries, please contact Messrs. Carlos S. Quiatchon, Dan C. Labrador 
and Edwin D. Togonon at УМС Milsste at telephone numbers (034) 399-3696 to 97 
апа (local) 2351 and 2309, and Mr. Ernesto “Toto” Oligo at VMC Makati Office at 
telephone numbers (02)899-0485 and (02)890-7061. or visit our website 
\worw.victorlagmiling.com and e-mail us at med@victoriasmilling.com. 
Victorias Miling Company, Inc., reserves the right to reject any ог ай bids without offering 
any reason, to waive any required formality therein, and to make an award to the bidder 
whose proposal is most advantageous to the Company. The Company assumes no 
obligation to compensate or indemnify the bidder's for any expense/s or loss that they 
may incur in the preparation of the bids, nor does it guarantee that an award wil be made. 


(509) TERESITA V. ILAGAN 
Chairperson, Senior Bidding Committee 
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5. Riley Boiler #2 
6. Riley Boiler #3 
7. Riley Boiler #4 
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Be BUSINESS са 
Plans to spend ahead of time 
seen to open Pandora's Box 


Budget deficit, tax revenues to determine credit-rating trend 
By Doris C. Dumlao 


INVESTMENT BANK UBS HAS CAU- 
tioned the government against pump- 
priming, believing that aggressive capi- 
tal spending ahead of the actual rise in 
revenues may open up a Pandora's Bax. 

"While we continue to believe that 
the extra revenue from the imple- 
mentation of the expanded value 
added tax is forthcoming, plans to 
frontload spending may introduce an 
extra level of uncertainty.” said 
Christa Janjic, UBS senior economist 
for Southeast Asia. 

Janjic, fresh from her visit to Manila, 
said in a Feb. 17 commentary that the 
budget deficit and, particularly, the tax 
revenue data would be the most dosely 
"watched macroeconomic numbers in 
the country this year and would deter- 
mine any credit rating action. any further would be “entirely contin- 

“We feel somewhat more cautious gent on the VAT being successful, as 
about the 2006 deficit target [though there is no significant other tax rev- 
not the пеп)" Janjic said. "The pos- enue legislation planned at this 
sibility of a higher budget deficit for stage,” Janjic said. 
the first quarter of 2006 versus last _ The economist said UBS had not 
year risks confusing market watchers changed its views regarding the suc- 
at a time when the entire focus is on cess of VAT. 
the fiscal numbers. ‘As bulk of the revenue would stem 

"Besides, front-loading bears the from the hike in the VAT rate 


risk that it cannot be cut back should 
tax revenue come in below target.” 

‘The government expects the VAT to 
perk up the tax-to-GDP ratio by 1.3 
percent of GDB while administrative 
‘measures are seen to add another 0.6 
percentage point, bringing up the ra- 
tio to 14.6 percent this year from 12.7 
percent last year. 

“Our own estimate is more conser- 
vative and calls for a tax-to-GDP ratio 
of 14 percent only” Janjic said. "How- 
‘ever, we expect this to be offset by 
higher non-tax revenue." 

"The government has vowed to in- 
tensify revenue collection efforts to 
achieve a GDP growth target of at 
least 5.7 this year While keeping the 
budget deficit within the target of 
P125 billion or 2.1 percent of GDP 

Sustaining the deficit reduction 


than the introduction of a new tax, 
Janjic said collection efficiency should 
meet the 70 percent target rate. 

For investors tracking the success 
of VAT, Janjic said additional геу 
enues would be captured not only by 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
(P47.8 billion) but also by the Bureau 
of Customs (P27.3 billion). 

London-based Fitch Ratings earlier 
upgraded its outlook on Philippine 
sovereign credit to “stable” from 
“negative,” the second global rating 
agency, after Standard & Poor's, to 
recognize the governments improv. 
ing cash budget position. 

‘But while noting that short-term 
fiscal prospects had improved, Fitch 
also warned of lingering challenges. 

"Even with the VAT in place, govem- 
ment revenue, relative to GDR is the 
second-lowest of ай rated sovereigns, 
and it is as yet unclear how or whether 
it will increase to meet mounting 
spending pressures, which we believe 
to be forthcoming,” Fitch analys James 
McCormack said. "^ more significant 
fiscal adjustment than that undertaken 
to date will be required to avoid а ге- 
currence of downward pressure on the 
sovereign ratings" 


RP urged to issue domestic dollar bonds 


By Michelle V. Remo dose to $1 billion to complete its for- 
eign financing requirement for 2006. 

Under the governments fiscal pro- 
gram for this year, it should borrow 
ап estimated $3.1 billion to service 
maturing foreign debts. Last January, 
it already sold $2.2 billion worth of 
dollar- and euro-denominated bonds. 
It now needs to borrow only a little 
‘over $900 million to complete its fi 
nancing requirement. 

Salceda said that by raising its dol- 
lar requirements domestically, the 
government could save a significant 
amount of borrowing cost, consider- 
ing that interest rates here are lower. 

He said another option was to bor- 
row pesos, by increasing the volume 
of Treasury bills and bonds being is- 
Sued by the government, and then 
use the proceeds to buy dollars from 
the domestic market. 

“The surge їп dollar inflows is largely 
attributed to the increase in remit 


tances from overseas Filipino workers. 

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
earlier reported that OFW remit- 
tances last year hit an all-time high of 
$10.7 billion. 

‘The government said the increase 
in OFW remittances was due to the 
higher number of Filipinos being de- 
ployed abroad, and to the higher-pay- 
ing jobs that have opened to Filipinos. 

Higher portfolio investments are 
also credited with helping bring in 
more dollars to the country. 

Portfolio investments jumped to over 
$2 billion in the first 11 months of 2005 
from only less than $500 million in the. 
same period of 2004, Salceda said. 

"The economic adviser said the in- 
crease in portfolio investments was a 
result of the government's improving 
fiscal condition. 

The budget deficit was kept at 
P146.5 billion last year, way below 
the target of P180 billion. 


WITH THE LOCAL MARKET AWASH 
in dollars, the national government 
has been urged to issue dollar-denom- 
inated bonds domestically, instead of 
abroad, to raise the remainder of its fi- 
nancing requirement for the year. 

‘Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, who also 
serves as economic adviser to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, said the gov- 

ment should take advantage of 
the huge volume of dollars that are 
now in the domestic market by bor- 
rowing locally. 

"There are too many dollars here, 
зо we can buy dollars domestically” 
Salceda said at the sidelines of the 
“Economic Review and Outlook for 
2006" organized by the Management 
Association of the Philippines last Fri- 
day. "Doing so would help save on 
borrowing cost." 

The government sil needs to raise. 


e Marketing Institute of the Philippines 
i ‘The Education and Training Arm of the 


(JQ PHILIPPINE MARKETING 
ASSOCIATION 


presents a seminar on 


THE MARKETING A TO Z 


March 3 , 2006; 8:00AM - 6:00 PM 
Dusit Hotel Nikko, Makati 


This seminar helps clear the confusion and jumble in marketing. Thus, it aims to give marketing executives the 
essential concepts and tools needed to design exceptional marketing programs and effectively function as 
marketing practitioners. 

Target Participants 

| This seminar is specifically designed for those who may already be doing a marketing management function 
but whose academic preparation is not marketing. They can be entrepreneurs, front line, mid-and upper-level 
managers in brand management, sales, customer relations, advertising. promotions, media and public relations. 

Seminar Objectives 

At the end of this seminar on The Marketing A to Z, participants will know the key marketing concepts like the 
macro and micro of marketing, 4P's (product, place, price and promotion), consumer behavior and target marketing. 

Methodology 

Lectores exercises and in-class application projects relate specifically to the workplace; hence, participants can 
immediately apply new concepts and skills. Resource speakers are multi-awarded marketing practitioners who will 
share their experiences and insights about the Basics of Marketing. 


SEMINAR PROGRAM 

March 3,2006 (Friday) 

Introductory Session - 8:30AM - 9:00AM 
Basic Business and Marketing Concepts. 

| Session Chair: Ms. Marivic Ac-Ac 
Professor, San Beda College 


Session 4 — 1:00PM - 2:00PM 
Connecting with your Consumers through Effective. 


Session 19:00AM - 10:00AM 
The Enigma of Marketing Mix in Today's Business 
Environment: Hit or Miss! 

Speaker: Ms. Marivic AcAc 


VP for Communication, Earth & Style 
Corporation 


‘Session 2- 10:00AM- 11:00AM. 
zits Effect to Business Strategy 

Mr. Ricardo de Vera 
President, Pinpoint Direct Marketing 


3:00PM - 4:00PM- W O R K S H O P 


A00PM-6:00PM_- PRESENTATION OF 
CASES/SUMMATION 


Session 3 - 11:00AM ~12:00NOON 
Market Segmentation, Targeting and Positioning: Crucial 
Effect to Business Strategy 
Speaker: Ms. Ma. Teresa Villanueva. 

Senior Executive Officer, Jimenez Basi 


1200NOON-100PM - LUN CH 


For inquirles please call the Philippine Marketing Association 
Secretariat at tel. Nos. 636-1451; 634-5722; 634-4890. 

look for Ms. Lydia Mariñas or e-mail: marinaslydlaGyahoo.com; 
philmarketingGpldtdsl.net. 


Registration Fees 
PMA Member 
Non-PMA Member: 


Php 5,500.00. 
Php 6,500.00 
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Now Ореп@ 
People Support Center 


Unit-C People Support Center 
Amorsolo St. Makati City 
Tel. Nos. 7511351, 7511357, 7511363, 7511367 
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THE NEW E SERIES FOR SMALL BUSINESS. 
REAL THINKCENTRE. UNREAL PRICE. 


INTRODUCING THE NEW THINKCENTRE E SERIES. Look to the new ThinkCentre E Series desktop to give you an unheard-of 
‘combination of power, innovations, options, and support. With standard features like an Intel® Pentium® 4 Processor (on select models), the 
ThinkCentre Е Senes comes wi ton Rescue and Recovery? that lets you recover from system crashes even when the computer won't 
boot up. The ThinkCentre E Series desktops are now products of Lenovo, a new global company uniting Lenovo and the former ІВМ PC Division 

the Lenovo name. ThinkCentre service and support continues to be available from IBM in many countries. Find out more at lenovo.comvph 
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[Complement these ThinkCentre 
| desktops with special upgrades: 
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Other Options: 


= 256MB PC3200 рой SORAM 
[d 


= 51218 PC3200 DDR SDRAM 
[od 


+ 256M8 PC24200 DOR2 SORAM 
Слана" 


512m8 Pc2-4200 рор? SORAM 
[EA 


With the Think Express Program, ThinkCentre desktops are preconfigured with your business and your budget in mind. 


Contact our authorised resellers today. 


lenovo. 


иринин алны Шоп M » Aerea M iere ae 4994772 e i Sri, 1300» Миа Cont es, 
SOLID “М їз ерен Сезан D MES «Pea Compa Scat c ESI e Ua Сора tum, c I 


Freer Ger Ge TL Ind e us. ис ENTIS + Миша omn 
Тали МИЕ «ue tons с ЫЛЫН « us Sym Hea кс 12 + Coun ches hc S 

PME мк Patat amet MIS e Mc Bees уши. ir TIR Mn 
cesses Ceres SIM» Шири enr Congo ШОЛ * oto nlp ве OMS» Mens 
iens bc #32052» esc Copt SLUT «Sac ty Страв Сии GRA» uie Ste & Sdn Cı 


Ири bats шеп. Cup TUS: 
Маар лени. be 817003, 


rman chan St TDI nab Ses Capon XA. 


— gt НЕР 


vens 


Л yas 208012073 « as Compl, 
19) La Sens бирини 7466500 « Doct ptt 
sina bots, Сар М + ee Pe capes Co. 


01 Pract eeh 
une Comp Ss 720030 «Vey 


et eon gin tua ee Ca 


р норе тзт ae est Ө дайа tae on toes Sen кий буи Im M Ce или ир г dO Û 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Ba BUSINESS MONDAY FEBRUARY 20,2006 


Mining industry Deficit seen to reach P147.4B in 2006 
expects $347M 1 


in fresh infusion | Investors on the lookout for Japanese speakers Congress doubts 
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Tahitoe па Toes Cypa peas ia ike. Ms ani said maim the short be Camarines Sure Japanese lr Kuba, who represents Japan Air. | Dum ls goal 0700754 bon, е ате 
Australasian Philippines Mining Ine. wîl est | Боа за mas interested in ate workers, а ибо, who represents Japan A | CusomsisemezedincolesrP1824bilion 7 
$2812milion in ls Зр Copper Gold рап. | ‘SIM. орау erate workers Gow Luis Raymond Vilafuere government t improve Из aiport | PEenslover ha is 6 Schon me 
In 2004, the Chamber of Mines projected | Who had completed a four-level Ni- said that the provincial government facility to accommodate jumbo jets But the Bureau of the Treasury remains upbeat 
that invesmmens in the ОЙДУ mining ae | hanggo course af the Information Быз expended is langue courses shat can fy directly othe province CI Deus epg da 
C | Tecology Center of the Ce. taining include сга acdima>_ fom Japan ee ici sas 
National Treasurer Omar Cruz said that the 


il ; : а government could even improve its P125-bil- 
willing to compromise wit оре ON access Charges ‘бет. 
: But the CPBD said that the BIR and the 
` By Clarissa S. B work out a compromise on the issue of rent rate of P4 a minute from landline calls to landline must be higher than BOC might not be able to deliver the revenues 
access charges. to mobile, and P3 a minute from mobile calis to cellular phones. expected of them due to the expected slow: 
PHILIPPINE LONG DISTANCE TELE- The NTC earlier said that it would to landline and between fixed Maintenance costs of mobile opera- down in productivity of some industries. 
Prone Co (PLDT) is wiling to reduce teat Globe's complaint against PLDT as lines—but the rate would sill depend tors are lower due to higher utilizaron, „ The CEBD's defi forecast of F147 4 bilon 
cess charges—or the fees that telcos an administrative case ifthe two parties on traffic volumes. unlike fixed lines, which are also more із equivalent to 24 percent of the estimated 
pay one another—but not to the level would fail to reach a deal A PLDT official said it would offer vol- expensive to put up. gross domestic product for the year. The official 
Юе al Globe Telecom Ine. has in A case against PLDT will jeopardize its ume discounts. The firm has already asked Access charges or termination ratesare deficit-to-GDP ratio for 2006 is 2.1 percent. 
hind, a senior official said. exising PIO per сай promo popular Globe for an acceptable level of volume to paid by the phone company that makes CPBD said the economy, as measured by 
PLDT softened its stance after the among is 2.1 million landline customers. which the discounts may be pegged. the call The rates are determined bilater- the (GDP), was likely to hit a range of 4.5 and 
NatipalTelecommunieations Commis. PLOT said the company could reduce What the telco giant will insist, ас. ally These fees are included in the telcos’ 5.1 percent compared with the official target 
„sion (NTC) compelled the telcos to the interconnection fees from the cur- cording to an official, is that fees on chargesthatsubstbershaveropay,  — of57t963peren. 
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AN INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Cebu Port Authonty. North Reclamation Area, Cebu City. through 
the Bids and Award Commitee (BAC) invies ай interested consultants 
to register for ерау and lo bd for the Engagement of Financial 
Advisor for the Corporatization and Privatization of the Cebu 
Port Authority 

Interested Consultants must submit a Letter of Intent (LOI) with 
‘Application for Elgibilty to the Bids and Award Commitee through 
BAC Secretariat on or before March 6, 2006. 

The eligibility requirements may be obtained for a non-refundable 
Tee of Five Thousand Pesos (P5,000.00) at the BAC Secretariat 
алш March 7, 2008 The eligblty of registered bidders shall be 
Evaluated using a non-discretionary “pass/fail” criteria based on 
the ehgiolty requirements. Elgiilly requirements/documents shall 
be submitted in a sealed envelope to the BAC Secretariat at the 
above-mentioned address. The eligibility envelope shall be opened 
fon March 16, 2008 

The bid documents shall be available at the BAC Secretariat starting 
March 28, 2006 upon payment of non-refundable fee of Fly Thousand 
Pesos (Р50 000 00). Pre-bed Conlerence shal be held on April 7, 2006, 
200 PM st the Conference Ноот, Cebu Port Aulhony. 

OPA reserves the right to reject any or ай bids, to waive any formality! 
elect therein, and to accept such bid as may be deemed most 
advantageous to the government 


(522) MARIO б. TAN 
BAC Chaeman 

Noted by 

(904) MARIANO C.J. MARTINEZ 
General Manager 
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right move deal #1 


save as much as PhP 75,000.00* off the price of a Canon imageRUNNER 73 Philippine Economic Zone Authority, 


whenyou trade in your old copieror printer. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 


Pancake House income up 82% in 2005 to P34M 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


PUBLICLY LISTED FASTFOOD CHAIN PAN- 
cake House Ine. (PHI) was expected to have 
recorded a net income of P34 million in 2005, 
up 82 percent from P18.67 million the previ- 
ous year, according to unaudited reports. 

‘The reports showed that PHIS flagship 
brand, Pancake House, and Dencio's Foods 
Specialists Inc. were the main profi drivers 
last year. 

Higher sales posted by Pancake House and 
Dencios branches enabled PHI to increase 
revenues last year by 63 percent to P818 mil- 
tion from P503 million in 2004. 

Unicapital Associate for Strategic Research 
Niña G. Tinio said PHI flagship brand Pancake 
House earned P48 million last year, almost 
double the P25 million recorded in 2004. 

Pancake House, which increased its branch 
network to 58 last year from 54 stores in 2004, 
grew із revenues by 17.73 percent to P498 
milion from P423 milion the previous year. 

System sales for Pancake House likewise 
grew to P692 milion from P560 million dur- 
Ing the period as a result of the ongoing store 


System sales reflect the combined sales of 
both company-owned and franchised stores. 

PHI, which also operates Teriyaki Boy 
Group Inc., also posted higher earnings be- 
fore interest, taxes, depreciation and amorti- 
zation in 2005 of P 115.3 million from P80.3 
million the previous year. 

According to Unicapital, PHI will have to 
work harder to put its Dencio's chain of stores 
back to profitability. 

Dencio's ended 2005 with 21 stores, which 
will grow to about 26 stores this year, accord- 
ing to the company's preliminary report to the 
‘Securities and Exchange Commission. 

PHI took over Dencio's in September 2004. 

PHP's financial performance is expected to 
improve further with the recent addition of 
Teriyaki Boy to its portfolio. 

PHI now controls 70 percent of Teriyaki 
Boy. 

Optimistic on the growth of fast casual 
restaurants in the Philippines, PHI has commit- 
ted to put up more outlets in the coming years. 

The group is expected to end 2007 with а 
branch network of 126 stores, 74 of which 
‘would be Pancake House, 30, Dencio's; and 


network expansion. the remaining 22, Teriyaki Boy. 


TARSIERS FOR SALE. Rising Sun Farm Fishpond Resort owned by Dr. Rogelio Barges at 
Sitio Guam, Poblacion West Tabuk, Kalinga, sells exotic animals and fishes. Tarsiers, 
which are not endemic to Kalinga, sell for P4,000 each. сетти oinormemuzonsureas 


EXPORT BANK LOSES CASE 


In а landmark decision penned by the Hon, Judge DELIA Н. PANGANIBAN of 
Makati RTC Branch 64, the EXPORT & INDUSTRY BANK (EIB) lost the case it 
filed against DR. FLORANTE E. JONSAY, CEO of MOMARCO Import Co., Inc., 
who was charged of seven (7) counts of ESTAFA for violation of the Trust Rec 

Law. 

In year 2000, Momarco obtained an Omnibus Line from EIB which included a line 
for Import Letters of Credit and Trust Receipts. Using this line, it was able to import 
animal health produets from March to October 2000. The Asian Financial Crisis back 
in 1997 negatively affected the economies of Asia and Momarco was onc of those 
companies severely affected. Being heavily dependent on importation, Momarco's 
business failed when the interest rates abruptly jumped from 12% о 41% while the pe- 
so parity dropped from P26 to P42 to the dollar 

On March 27,2001, the Office ofthe City Prosecutor of Makati rough the As- 
sistant City Prosecutor, Fiscal DELFIN R. LOPEZ, found probable cause to indict re- 
spondent JONSAY in court for seven (7) counts of ESTAFA under Article 315, par 
1(b) of the Revised Penal Code, in relation to PD 115. 

‘After nearly 5 years of litigation, and based on the records shown to the Honorable 
Court, the bank failed to establish the basic clements of ESTAFA they filed against re- 
spondent FLORANTE E. JONSAY. The court said: "in determining whether the ac- 
cused violated the provision of the Trust Receipt Law, reference should be made to 
the existence of all the elements of ESTAFA under Article 315, paragraph 16) of the 
RPC. In the case at bar, an element of crime is lacking which is the attendance of 
damage or prejudice to another.” 

"The court noted that the accused Momarco is a long-time client of the bank, which 
was adequate reason why the later granted Momarco an Omnibus Line. The loan was 
secured by real estate mortgage over two parcels of land. The Trust Receipts executed 
by the accused in behalf of Momarco were not only secured by the goods imported by 
virtue of the trust receipts, but also by the real estate mortgage executed by Мотагсо 
in favor of EIB. 

When Momarco defaulted, the court noted that: "in fact, EIB had already forclosed 
the real estate mortgage” and the titles to the two parcels of land are now in the name 
of the bank. “Therefore, no prejudice could have been suffered by the bank.” The 
Court further noted that there was admission from the accused that his company re- 
ceived and sold all the products covered by the trust receipts but did not remit the pro- 
coeds of the sale due to the fact that the full value of the imported goods were more 
than adequately covered by collaterals. The accused told the court: "my collateral is 
sufficient to cover my obligation." 

Export & Industry Bank granted MOMARCO an OMNIBUS LINE for P49 million, 
secured by real estate mortgage over two parcels of land with а BIR zonal value of 
P400 million, which EIB appraised at P99 million. The bank released only P31.70 mil- 
lion. This fact did not escape the attention of the court when it said: "Moreover, the 
failure on the part of MOMARCO to pay its obligations under its trust receipt obli- 
‘gation is not intentional and willful because these were brought about by the eco- 
nomic hardships which the company suffered. The fact of non-payment was never 
denied by the accused. The accused himself testified that the failure was attributed to 
the inability of the company to service its debts and to finance its subsequent impor- 
tations. Momarco still had financial recourse, because it had not yet exhausted its 
credit line with EIB, However, the bank failed to release the additional loan applica- 
tion of Momarco, which it could have used to finance its importation and business 
operation. This aggravated the already sad financial plight of MOMARCO.” 

In its Decision, the Court said it "understands that once in a while, a business suf- 
fers scvere reverses and Momarco is not an exception. It would therefore be unfair. 
10 equate the failure of the accused to pay with intent to defrand.” It also found that. 
Momarco even made partial payments on the trust receipts, aside from the marginal 
deposits. 

"The Court found that the prosecution failed to prove the guilt of the accused JON- 
SAY, and thus, "the accused is acquitted in Criminal Cases No. 01-1078,01-1079,01- 
1080,01-1081,01-1082, 01-1083 and 01-1084 for violation of Article 315 par 10b) of 
the Revised Penal Code in connection with Section 132 of PD 115 or Trast Receipt 
Law” DR. FLORANTE E. JONSAY can be accessed through his email (momar- 
o, rolf(Qyehoo.com) for any information pertaining to the ease, He is likewise filing а 
damage suit against EIB, 


ITO Group presents its 9th seminar on the 


Learn How to do Business ina BILLION DOLLAR industry! 


Over 300 entrepreneurs trained! See what some of them have to say; 


= The seminar showed me that there was moro than just transcription in the horizon. There was moro to this 
industry than I expected." J. Dizon 


- Extremely informative. The speakers showed a vory practical and high degree of competence." - W. Go 


"The guest speakers from the US gave an eye opening perspective. | saw the real picture of transcription. Pointors 
were simple and straight to the point. - G. Landido 

“The hands on exercise in the lab rooms is my favorite part. 1 thought it was just typing. *- A. Tamayo. 
"What | likod the most about the program are the presenters. Very informative, positive, and helpful with all the 
questions." F Reyes 


+ Introduction to Medical Transcription (MT) 

1 Offshore MT Industry and Market Assessment 
MT industry in the Philippines - An Outlook 
HIPAA Compliance & General Medicolegal Issues 

1 TASP Technology 


- Quality and Productivity 

* Process and Delivery 

* Resource Requirements 
Manpower - HR Challenges that Face MTSOs 
Financial Management for Local MT Production 


SEMINAR ORGANIZERS - rro Group (IT Ovtsoures, Int. MTC Academy, Inc.. Accetrps, nc. | 


«The largest award wining MT Education network > Most widespread MT support services + Most comprehensive technology vendor 


This 3-day seminar is designed for entrepreneurs and professionals who are interested in setting up 
their own Medical Transcription outsourcing business. 


Date: March 9 to 11, 2006, Thursday to Saturday from SAM to SPM 

Learning investment: REGULAR RATE – Php 39,000 per person, 
EARLY BIRD - Php 29,800 to those who reserve on or before March 1 
{inclusive of food, beverages and handouts) 

Venue: MTC ACADEMY G/F Urban Building. 405 Senator Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 


Download Registration Form at www.mtcacademy.com / Erisil us: seminar@mtcacademy.com 
or simply give us a са! at 899-MTCA (6822) 


HP Quality only in 
Genuine HP Parts 


When it comes to maintaining HP machines, you can't separate them from HP Originol 
Forts, Becouse at HP we only use components that have undergone rigorous research and 
development to ensure that HP products work at their best, cll the fime. So if it's reliabil 
and peace of mind you're after, trust only HP Original Parts for your HP machines. 


For dealership inquiries of genuine HP parts contact 
WSI Technical Center Manila To: 810-9301, 812-7666 ex, 171, 131 


Fox: 810-930) ext. 132 
HP Master Parts Reseller 


‘email; wsi-parts@siphl.com.ph 
Cebu Tel: (32) 255-1012 o 14 
‘Authorized Болады of Genuine HP Ports 


Fox: (32) 255-1011 
email: soles@wsiphil oh 


 Auborized HP Ports Resellers ШЕЕ Amigo Strategic Solutions, Inc 759-5000, Compuserve 3715617 Creative | 
Кашыр 4054272, Clin Sterne Ine (539517. Fsroic Sonica Conr 0160806, Fol Kee Computar Sats, inc | 
н бою Сыр. ОЗО, Hach Integrated Produet, ne. 221122, Integrated Computer Spams 7272801 
rus sea 81270, Meephese Corporation 7200827, Miowarchouse 6370674, Mobilet 8934509 | 
 MSI-Digilond (Phils) Inc. 4397777, Nexus Technologies 7596630, Phildola Business Systems 8112878, Shellsoft Technology | 
MENS eres Commer Syseme 3725082, Vilman Computar Systems, Ine. 4251009. Yulvo Corporation } 
O2 1655, alsondra Eee 78444501, Baguio Olympia Solos See | 
E E ората о, [495720072 Bistop Ine. (gel (755220092, Datewors Ой Solutions Core. | 
SEA per Comper & Oca Solon, inc 058886477, Equinox Computer Solos And Services 
eR, chien Computer 0786827347, Mirelops Computar Contar [OABH34-4250 Northpoint Computor 
Center (0777703521. NT Micro Enterprises (052)820-1517, PC Tolk Inc. (0498375998, Scientific Computer Technology | 
eee BREE sese weregement (0393377802, ост (0394725600. tecrecompuer Delo Siem] 
Diseno NE a. Comum TUUSGSó Mages Sofware Unlimited Corp. 02924681 Mg Khoi 
sen Сор. C371946 292% [EERE Гло гой Computor Contre (08) 8575484, Digital Interac (0822211256, 
ae Аа Computr Semis Conter 085}576400,liganDetevsion Soles Conter (063221973 ] 


it's-our business to make your business grow 
sales@wsiphil.com.ph +63 2 810.9301 +63 2 812.7666 
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The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


P245 per column centimeter 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2006 


RATES 
P75 per line 
tycoon) 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays o Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
Nurses with M.A.N. 
(Masteral Degree in Nursing) 


‘who are willing to work in School or 
Hospital setting, in Eastern Visayas. 


WANTED 


FIELD SUPERVISOR 


0 Pref. Architecture Graduate 
With 2 years experience in Fit-Out 


RAPID Tx VD-STD. 
Ex SWEAT PLES KELOD 
p 


мо SPECIALIST 8001 


Anyone interested, please contact: 
Fr. Efren L. Ojeda, OFM 
or Mrs. Natalie L Puazo 
at (02) 3732973 ог 3732974 


Works 

0 Resumé with Picture 

0 NBI Clearance 

T Willing to be assigned in Cebu City 
Apply or Сай at: 


Look for Rhemy 


“ad a ng Nat Ré LA ee 


SKIN DISEASES 


ALLERGIES RECURRENT 


NECHON PROBLEMS | on E 
veearuymiorence | —— 
OLEYSTESCAR REMOVAL 
KELODPAP EAR 


(DIRECT HIRING) 
Preferably CGFNS, NCLEX, TOEFEL, TS! 
Apply now...(No fees to be collected, final interview wil be ti 
Please bring 2 xerox copies ofthe following docs 
® Resumé with detailed job description, responsi 
specialization (ICCU-ICU ER, Med-Surg etc) 
РЕС license, Board Rati 
Birth Cerificate 
Exam Cerificate for US Boar 
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FOR SALE 


Aname YOU CAN TRUST 
гал MATCH EXCHANGE 


BUY SELL+ PAWN 
ROLEX«OTHERS 


More 
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Pages 
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BUYING ROLEX 
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TIESEET + 0917-2804040 


OBITUARIES 
ERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


"TTE 
"оз: апаа. 


ТНЕ 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 


"Elegant & Spacious Chapels * US-made Caskets «Calered Meals 
«Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse *Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


GOOD SAMARITAN 
Staffing Services International (US Co.) 


age | See NURSES FOR US 


Diploma, transcript of Records, 


‘DERATOLOGICAL LASERS SPECIALIST CENTER. 
arate AM FAREAL Builders 

3rd Fir. TNC Bldg. #76 Anonas St. 

Project 2, Quezon City 

922-1206/433-4670 


E PASSERS 
his end of month) 


We are in need of: 
» Sales Representative 
2 | » With experience in selling 
| кеоек ОЛИО eene | | Food Products 
ue mum || Tel. No. 727-2308 or 
| | _Faxyour Resumé # 727-6497 


SE 


COMM'L SPACE FOR RENT 


| 134.00 sa. (50.00/50.M (neg) 


bilities, area of 


Workshop 


‘more details 


OBITUARIES 


|, THE NATRAPHARM GROUP OF COMPANIES 


JOINS THE FAMILY OF 


Raul “Oli” Portes Runes 


(July 30,1962 - February 20, 1996) 


: eut th 
in commemorating his 10” year 


of passing to eternal life. 


Mass will be held today, 8:30am, 
at the Jose P. Rizal Education Center, 
The Patriot Building, Darasiaque City. 


> “Ihave fought a good fight, I have kept the faith ...” 
Mayor Marc Ysrael “El” 


Blando Bernos 
La Paz, Abra 
March 21, 1975 — January 13, 2006 


We, loving wife Joy; daughter Mary Sandrine; 
sons Joaquin Enrico and Juan Miguel; parents 
Andres and Esther; sister Poyee; brother JB; in- 
laws, relatives and friends wish to express our 
heartfelt gratitude and sincere appreciation to all 
those who offered masses and prayers, sent 
flowers, donations and messages of sympathy, to 
those who kept vigil and who in countless ways 
condoled and comforted us in our hour of 
bereavement. 


THANK YOU VERY MUCH 


ڪي 
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By Leo Magno 


BARCELONA, SPAIN—THE EMERGENCE 
of VolP (Voice over Internet Protocol) as an 
alternative to traditional phone networks 
has long been discussed, burat the 3GSM 
World Congress held here, a compromise 
has been struck between the cellular net- 
work and wireless fidelity (wi-f). 

Word has been spreading that wireless 
voice calls may, in the future, be routed 
through Internet traffic instead of the 
cellular network. Through wireless local 
area networks (WLANS) or wi-fi, people 
are able to make calls via their comput- 
ers. But since you cannot carry your PC 
around the mall or place your notebook 
next to your ear, wouldn't it be good to 
‘make VoIP calls using a mobile phone? 

А mobile way of making calls using a 
converged cellular and IP network was 
shown at the 3GSM World Congress. A 
live demonstration was made by Nokia 
using unlicensed mobile access (UMA), 
where a call from a GSM network 
switched over to a wifi connection 
seamlessly, The hybrid. GSM-WLAN 
phone used was the Nokia 6136. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
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“Text us your feedback inquirer it namelagalcitymessage to 207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Calls made through cellular, wi-fi convergence 


Then, when you move away from the wi- 
fi range, the call would be handed over, 
without dropping, to the GSM network 
used by your cell phone, 

"The call cost would drop dramatically 
since you donot pay extre minutes while 
їп range of the wii access (which, we 
are assuming, is already paid for). You 
would only pay for the minutes used 
When you move out of range of the wi-fi 
hotspot. This increases mobile service 
availability, decreases subscriber call 
cost and, forthe operator, decreases the 
costs related to network deployment. 

Hybrid or converged devices like the 
Nokia 6136 shows a complementary way 
of using VoIP and cellular, whereas be- 
fore VolP was seen as a threat to both cel 
tular and landline. Here, we see the cel 
lular side and the Internet side meshed 
together into a core network 

On the user end, you'd have an er- 
panded range of mobility, according to 
Kai Oistamo, executive vice president 
and general manager for mobile phones 
at Nokia. 

“You can use wi-fi where the GSM sig- 
nal is weak because each wifi access 


network at home or outside, wi-fi is used 
to include voice calls, bringing down the 
total call cost and optimizing the use of 
the hotspot. 

‘On the operator end, said Oistamo, 
operators can introduce new service 
plans with competitive prices when the 
phone is used at home or at wifi 
hotspots. 

"This means less cost and less conges- 
tion for operators,” said Oistamo, as the 
traffic is rerouted through the 1 
instead of through the cellular network. 

‘This is made possible by Nokia's Uni- 
fied Core Network solution for converg- 
ing Intemet and cellular networks, of 
which UMA в а key рал. UMA technolo- 
зу enables the use of broadband and unli- 
Gensed access technologies such as wi-fi 

bility for users of voice and 

Tk can also be an altemative 
approach to extending cellular indoor 
coverage (where signal is weak indoors) 
and to areas unserviced by the cellular 
network but have wi-fi coverage. 

In the Philippines, mobile operators 
‘Smart Communications and Globe Tele- 
‘com have both cellular and wireless Inter- 


telcos have to make the most out of them 
for the benefit of the consumers,” said 
Jones Campos, assistant vice president 
for public relations at Globe. “Affordabil- 
ity and superior service is also crucial. It 
should be easy to use.” 

Ramon Isberto, public affairs head of 
‘Smart, had the same concerns, 

"This will be rolled out in the country 
but to really catch on, the technology 
should be easy to use," he said. 

And, since wi-fi would soon allow peo- 
ple to use hybrid handsets to make VoIP 
calis, the "right business mode!” would 
help it fare better in the country, Isberto. 
said, He added that American operat 
Vonage, which has been commercially 
offering VoIP services via mobile, has not 
reported significant revenues from the 
service. 

‘Vonage is offering mobile calls via In- 
temet for $14.99 a month. 

“How to make money is the issue with 
Volp” said Isberto. 

Smart currently offers йз own wi-fi 
service with Smart WiFi, coupled with 
broadband wireless networks through 
Meridian Telekom and the Internet ser- 


э qu. 
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Editor Leo Magno 


net and data services via GlobeQuest 

GiobeQuest head Jesus Romero said that, 
hybrid GSM/wi-fi phones and convergeg 2 
services are promising. 5 

"we think this is good because it will 
expand the base of those who can use" 
VoIP over wi" said Romero. 

But will the number of hotspots in the 
Philippines and the technology itself bé- 
come an issue, bearing in mind that wifi. 
was not designed to carry voice? 3 

"The technology will not be an issued. 2 
Romero said. "f they launch that phone, 
operators should provide the services; 
around it, The services should leverage" 
on the technology” 2 

Romero added that such a technologj^z 
may actually spur the growth of wi-fi in 
the country 

Hf is now used mainly for brows- 
he said. "With voice, it will increase 
the usage and the number of hotspots.” 

1s Globe looking at deploying suci 
converged services? : 

"Definitely we wil introduce it whe 
it comes to the marke,” Romero said. 

Elsewhere, European operator Orange 
has announced that it wil be using the. 


Imagine you're at a mall or at home 
with a wi-fi connection. You can use the 
hybrid phone to make calls using VoIP 


Mobile e-mail 
race heats up 


By Leo Magno 


BARCELONA, SPAIN THE ВАСЕ FOR 
technology companies to push e-mail to your 
cell phones and other mobile devices took а 
fast turn here at the 3GSM World Congress, 
with Microsoft Gorp., Nokia and Research in 
Motion (RIM) all wanting to deliver e-mail 
wherever you go. 

Software giant Microsoft said it would pro- 
vide solutions to deliver email ма Direct Push 
through Windows Mobile 5.0 and Windows 
Servet, Nokia unveiled push e-mail plans after 
successfully acquiring Intellisyne Corp. for 
$490 milion. Intellisync is the rival of RIM, 
maker of the BlackBerry handset which started 
the push e-mail revolution but is facing a poss 
ble injunction stemming from a patent lawsuit 
filed against it by NTP Inc. This may cause 
sales and services for the BlackBerry to be halt- 
edinthe US. 

All three companies were in full force here 
at the 3GSM World Congress, but Microsoft 
Was seen as the dark horse, being a non-radi- 
tional phone company seen as invading the 
turf of Nokia and BlackBerry. 

‘Nokia and BlackBerry were unfazed by Mi- 
сово announcements that it would domi- 
mate the push e-mail market with its “more 
than 100" mobile device partners. These part- 
ners include makers of personal digital assis- 
tants aside from traditional cell phones. 

"We will immediately start integration of In- 
кейвупе into Nokia devices through the Nokia 
Business Center solution,” Dave Grannan, 
Nokia general manager for email and ent 
prise solutions, told Infotech. "By the third 
Quarter Intellisync will be fully integrated and 
the brand dissolved.” 

But Nokia is not limiting its solutions to its 
‘own phones. 

"This is an open system,” Grannan said. “We 
can partner with Microsoft and even Blackber- 
ту. It could be on a Nokia platform, but if we 
push our e-mail to other devices we still win.” 

Nokia already has a partnership with Black- 
Berry through Blackberry Connect which al- 
lows the later’ software to be used in Nokia 
phones. Grannan said the partnership will not 
Change nor affected by the acquisition of Intel- 
вудс 

“if we could get our software into more de- 
vices then so much the better” said Суйе Fos- 
ter, chief operating officer of Intellisyne, in an 
interview, "We will support other mobile soft- 
ware platforms, We are already in 35 other 
mone Nola platforms. Inelisync won't be ex- 
шеол Nokia (phones). 

Meanwhile, RIM said it had contingency 
plans in сазе it loses its patent lawsuit in the. 
United States. It sad tht an alternative tech- 
nology will continue to make BlackBerry de- 
vices run їп case the injunction pushes 
through. 

Remember the case will affect US sub- 
scribers, not the entire market,” said Ben 
‘Travers, Europe product manager for Black- 
Berry in an interview. "There will be lots of 
competitors out there including Microsoft, but 
we already have a big head start considering 
we pioneered this industry. At the same time 
we are partners of Nokia and Sony Ericsson 
through BlackBerry Connect so we are nor lim- 
ited to our hardware.” 

Grannan said RIM and Microsoft would tar- 
get the high end of the market while Nol 
ould go from the entry level to sophisticated 
“smart phones.” 

In separate interviews, Travers and Grannan 
both said that their advantage lies on having 
push e-mail software based on an open plat- 
form, and that Microsoft wil expectedly offer 
its Direct Push solution to devices running on 
Windows Mobile. RIM and Nokia, on the other 
hand, are working to make their push e-mail 
available to devices running on Symbian, 
Palm, Windows Mobile and other platforms. 


point or base station acts as a connecting 
Tower as if it were a cell site,” he said. 
Tf the user already has access to a wi-fi 


net networks and could theoretically de- 
ploy such a converged GSM/ wi-fi service. 
“that innovation is inevitable, thus 


vices of из parent company, the Philip Nokia 6136 to offer a converged 
pine Long Distance Telephone Co. GSM/wi-fi service. т 
Globe, on the other hand, offers Inter- With a report from Erwin G. Oliva. 
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RP the world’s best in IT 


McKinsey says Philippines low in cost, high in quality 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGYENABLED 
service sector in the Philippines is the best in the 
‘world in terms of cost and quality of labor, but it 
needs to improve on international perception 
issues regarding the local market, according to 
global research and consultancy firm McKinsey. 
Christopher Beshouri, president and chief 
executive of McKinsey Philippines, said in a 
report presented during the e Services Philip- 
pines 2006 held last week that 
was clearly in a "good" position, but could be- 


‘come “great.” 

McKinsey data showed that the labor cost 
per hour in the Philippines was just 12 per- 
cent of what a BPO operator would spend in 
the United States, better than India's 13 per- 
cent. 

‘As for the suitability of job applicants оп 
the requirements of a firm, che Philippines 
bested those from Russia China and India, the 
data showed. 

Further, the Philippines also excels in terms 
of the number of available workers as a per- 
centage of total population as well as infras- 
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tructure related to information technology, 
real estate and transportation. 

Still, Beshouri said the country could still 
capture an “unfair share" of the global market 
if it comes up with a lear strategy and pro- 
gram to address its weaknesses. 

Beshouri recommended that the country 
focus on the non-voice sector or services other 
than call centers; to continue to attract high- 
profile locators; and enhance the suitability of 
the labor supply through investments in lan 
guage education and development of skilled 
managers. 


BSP tightens 
rules on banks 
linked to 
pre-need firms 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE MONETARY BOARD OF THE BANGKO 
Sentral ng Pilipinas has approved tighter 
rules on banks acting as trustees of affiliate 
pre-need companies. 

BSP chief legal counsel Juan de Zuniga said 
in a briefing that the new rules likewise limit- 
ed the investments that trustee-banks could. 
choose from, 

Trustee banks affected by the new regula- 
tion would be given one year to clean up in- 
vestments that do not meet che new standards 
setby the BSP Zuniga added. 

"The new regulations require trustee banks 
that manage assess of affiliate firms to treat 
those accounts as exposure to Dosri (directors, 
officers, stockholders and relate interest). 

Among others, the General Banking Law 
limits banks’ Dosri exposure to 15 percent of 
total loan portfolio. 

Before the rules were issued, the BSP had 
mo guidelines covering banks acting as 
trustees of related firms. 

"There are at least four banks with affiliate pre- 
need firms: Bank of the Philippine Islands (Ayala 
Plans лс), Philam Savings (Philam Plans), Unit- 
ed Coconut Planters Bank (Coco Plans Inc.) and 
Rizal Commercial Banking Corp. Pacific Plans). 

“The BSP also narrowed down the type of 
investments trustee-banks could invest in. 
Among these are Philippine government se- 
curities, triple-A debt papers or notes guaran- 
teed by triple-A rated issuers or other risk-free 
investments. 

Meanwhile, Insurance Commissioner 
Evangeline Escobillo said the IC was willing 
to take the pre-need sector under its wings if 
mandated to do so. 

"There are certain similarities with insur- 
ance products and some are even affiliated 
with insurance firms," she said 


Napocor readies 
Semirara 
rehab program 


By Abigail L. Ho 


WITH MORE THAN33 PERCENT OF THE OIL 
spill-affected areas in Semirara Island 
cleaned up, the state-run National Power 
Corp. has come up with a rehabilitation plan 
involving the reforestation of affected man- 
grove areas and provision of alternative liveli- 
hood to the residents. 

"The state firm said из rehabilitation plan fo- 
cused on sustainability and aimed to provide 
long-term benefits to the island's residents, 

Safety audits would also be conducted on 
Napocors barges, with emphasis on oil spill 
control, to prevent а repeat of the ой spill that 
contaminated areas surrounding the island. 

Further research and studies on the behav- 
ior and biodegradation of spilled oil, as well 
asa baseline productivity valuation of Philip 
pine mangroves and other marine ecosys- 
tems, would also be conducted, 

The availability and effectivity of local ma- 
terials for absorbents used for oi spill cleanup 
would also be studied. 

Meanwhile, personnel from Napocor, the 
Department of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources and the Philippine Coast Guard, as 
well as residents of Semirara Island contin- 
ued to clean the affected areas. 

"To date, more than 33 percent of the 113 
hectares affected by the oil spill, including the 
mangrove areas, had been cleaned. 

‘Almost 31,000 sacks out of an estimated 
60,000 sacks of contaminated debris and ma 
terial had likewise been collected. 

(Of the collected sacks, more than 13,000. 
sacks had been transferred to the designated 
permanent dumpsite. 

Nopocor said it was also considering using 
bioremediation technology, which makes use 
of various organic materials to break down 
the spilled oil with no adverse effects on the 
environment, 
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"^ Revealing coffee 7, ! 
industry's secret 


Man-made forest _ iy Vice Cows 
eyed as first organic PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


coffeefarm —— /B22 BAGUIO CITY MONTAROSA COFFEE СО. is 
а year-old producer of specialty coffee that is 
arguably the only homegrown distributor of 
3 indigenous "Cordillera arabica” beans today. 
Korporate But the firm plans to stamp its imprint on. 
iti the country's coffee industry when it blows 
B ecurities the lid off the trade's most closely guarded se- 
info crer. É 1 
Alipio Alonzo Castillo Ш, Montafiosa’s The Figaro newsletter describes arabica as 
founder, says the firm is leading a campaign “the most widely known coffee [that is] con- Cordillera Arabica” 
to free the Cordillera arabica from profiters, sidered to be the more aromatic and superior is the new battle ery 
unwelcome commercialization and irrespon- and the in flavor to the robusta beans," which is more of the local coffee 
sible production by empowering Ibaloi, igger market so acidic due to its higher caffeine content. 
Kankanaey, Kalinga and Ifugao coffee farm- be p зау. Juan says coffee 
ers with new technologies and a brand that usury itself here matures under 


adds value to their crops. n m th 
“Ет decades, (ор producers of coffee in han, cochairot tons Tae cod ci | ASIAN DRILLING & PUMPS 
the Philippines have monopolized the supply mal Coffee Development Board mate allows coffee чесна Ext, BF Resort Las Pinas Cy 
об their best arabica beans which they buy Negros Coffee & Grains president beans to mature | "simon: 0715967 -874-0837 Tutar 078-2875 
raw from poor farmers in the Cordillera. i, gradually, mumued | 69 SERVICES: 
{This condition thrives} because [farmers] . by high altivudinal | DA Bonae 
their arabica beans have Com humidity, premium |j DRILLING 
world experts as fone sh £ the sunlight and moun- | j4 S MME . WELL REHABILITATION & 
^h г: tain soil. Most arabi- 
2 са tees here also 
byword here, although Montañosa is tying o i grow under thick for- 
uda brand image by labeling their produce ef est оте, 
SM North: Corporate according to their origins—Benguet Brew, lengthens the m 
Edsa baby /B2-6 | Sagada Shade-Grown Beans, Ifugao Limited i ty period. Е 
Blend and Kalinga Dark Roast. а modern and profitable mar- juan says locally дави жеп сини 
fis “Ош campaign will break the silence about in for coffee farmers. REVEALING/B22 eS Fes ED 


industry. 
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‘Man-made forest eyed as first RP organic coffee farm 


2 By Vincent Cabreza. 


‘This chore took them until 1968  Cordilk Throughout — bis 
£ PDI Northern Luzon Bureau. 


lifetime, 
to complete, Amando says. Most of these coffee farms in he Coromina 
столу, 
Rann Coromina, a Spanish-Pil- the countrys fist certification аз sys ed because povery pre. environment, says Amando, 
Timo who migrated to this town an organie coffee farm, courtesy of vents many farmers from spending At fist glance, he sys, “Señor” 
im 1964, saw the forest for the the German government. 
тее as soon as he set foot on a Roland Fersd, a consultant of trees bear fruits. 
temate hill he had bought the Figaro Coffee Foundation Inc, Бш getting the farmers to coop. ecology 
here. фаз бй the forest a one ofthelo. erate and building economical and То reach the Coromina property, 


and Kankanaey vegetable terraces топ. that requires role models, says through a narrow mud road, that is 
Dut absent was the pine tree Розі has lined it up for organic Juan. 
+ canopy that characterized Benguet certification by Naturand, а Ger- 


‘Coromina had always been a mountainside after every storm. 
landscapes during that period. 


man indusuy body that supports community influence, says The forest roots have been sturdy 


here as “Señor” set his household tee seals to mainstream organic caretaker. 
and his Kankanaey neighbors to products all over Europe. Ina period when environmental ty and which flow down the hill. says. 
m planting by band saplings of Fer and Pacita Juan, Figaro crusades were not yer popular _ The diffs, where the access 


arabica coffee trees on every forest last month. 
square inch of Coromina land, says _ Sipping coffee under pine trees, 


‘Keeping with the pristine organ- 
Vere Pata berny and pa chief executive offer toured the Coromina spoke ro his Ьа and road is perched, are pockmarked ic ay here, ‘Amando peels his 

Kankanaey neighbors about with pocket mines, so the family harvest using a makeshift instru- 
“building a forest to keep the is at the forefront of a fight to ment, made of scrap wood, vehicle 


Бай, the Coromina children 
ad become а home. fought offa Philippine mining firm, 
ОО “Тш Coromina fores wilson Corder are 50 years old, which town critic, arguing against new which had planed ıo indude por- 
BENGUET--SENOR tale center наре should it receive testifies to their organic nature, programs that threaten the local tions of Tublay vilages in a new 
venture, by winning a suit in court 
"The coffee tees that originally 
on chemical fertilizers to makethe may have even been right about grew beneath the Coromina pine 
the fragility of the communitys cover are nearly 20 feet tall, and 

thus to high to harvest. 
o Lupe, one of Coromina’s 
те, АШ overlooks vast Ibaloi calindostys"bestpracicesinLu- effent coffe farms is a matter people sil need to hike or drive daughter, asked Amando t plant 
4,000 new coffee trees which the 
painstakingly carved from thebare caretaker now prunes and harvests 

every start ofthe yea 

" takes me and my children 
баре during thet Pe s organic fod by providing guaran- Amando, who is now the forest's enough to control small creeks that three months to complete harvest- 
collect near the Coromina proper- ing three tons of beans,” Amando 


ктт 


hen Amando, 65, who was part Juan says the manmade forest ет. whole hill from collapsing.” Апап. keep mines away ‘rom thispartof pert ‘and aluminum water pipes, MATEO Amando has been 


Tof Coromina's team. bodies all that is right about dosays. Benguet. 
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before the beans were roasted. 


growing coffee since he was a boy. 


Revealing ... 


From page B2-1 
grown arabica is also precious because back- 
yard tree farms in the Cordillera can only pro- 
duce 1,725 metric tons. The Philippines has a 
yearly supply shortfall of 35,000 metric tons, 
and 90 percent of what is local produced for 
the markets robusta. 

Figaro has spearheaded a campaign to re- 
vive the Philippine Liberica bean, or barako, 
but since 2004, it had also launched a market- 
ing campaign for organic coffee, according to 
Zarah Perez, who organizes Cordillera coop- 
eratives for the Figaro Coffee Foundation. 

But on their first foray into Benguet, they 
were forced to confront some sins of the past. 

As early as the 1970s, big coffee chains and 
manufacturers solicited coffee supplies from. 
local farmers along the so-called Mountain 
‘Trail, only to drop them when they failed to 
supply the firms with beans according to spec- 
ifications, Castillo says. 

‘The Mountain Trail is a reference to Halse- 
ma Highway, which leads to coffee farms in 
Benguet, Mt. Province and Ifugao. Perez has 
also been negotiating with coffee farmers in 
Kalinga. 

Castillo says arabica was probably intro- 
duced to the region when Spaniards began 
foraging for gold in Benguet, but coffee never 
became a traditional crop, and is thus grown. 
only because coffee trees flourish in the 
mountains 

‘Government tried to reopen this markétfig 
chain through special agricultural projects 
like the Central Cordillera Agricultural Pro- 
‘gram (Cecap), says Jorge Salinas, a Universi- 
ty of the Philippines Baguio political science 
instructor, who wrote a paper on the local cof- 
fee trade. 

But technologies and training in agro-man- 
agement were “imposed, rather than taught 
to cooperatives,” Salinas says, and a supply 
group that was revived “simply collapsed 
Back to idleness when no one was looking." 

Juan says farmers began to respond to Fi- 
garo when it started to buy the crops at main- 
stream prices. 

“Ganyan naman ang Filipino farmers. They 
need a model... because they always say, ‘Oh, 
по. Here's another bright idea.’ But when they 
actually saw us buying the organically grown 
coffee... well, Zarah [Perez] is now more pop- 
ular here than Sharon Cuneta,” she says. 

Figaro's presence is meant to jumpstart a 
region-wide organic food consciousness, 
Juan says, but getting organic certification for 
Cordillera coffee will accelerate the expan- 
sion of modern arabica farms here. 

"The German Development Service is inter 
ested in providing organic certification for 
most indigenous Filipino farms here, which 
are“organic by default," because farmers are 
unable to invest in chemical fertilizers for 
coffee trees that previously had no economic 
value, said Roland Ferstl, a German coffee 
expert who is helping Figaro in training local 
farmers. 
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Lydia Ramos pounding dried Arabica coffee 
beans at Barangay Pinsao, Baguio City. She 
sells her coffee beans at P95 a kilo, 
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Meat, fish processing seminar set 


LEARN TO PROCESS MEAT AND FISH AND 
earn on the side. Golden Treasure Skills De- 
velopment Program (GTSDP) will conduct а 
опе day seminar on meat and fish processing 
at the UPAA Alumni Center, Magsaysay Ave., 


Be a Gloria Jean 
franchisee antl 
the aroma of s 


ы, que 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


BusiNESSMonday 


cor. Ylanan St. University of the Philippines 
Diliman Quezon City on Feb. 25, 2006 (S 
day) 102.m.to6p.m. 

For more information, call 952-29-34/ 
40:28/ 436 78-26/ 951-29-66 and 913-65-51. 


FORD CALLS ON 


EXPEDITION AN 
F-150 OWNERS 


Ford Group Philippines is advising owners of 1994-2002 model 
year Expedition and F-150s who have not set an appointment 
for a Field Service Action on the Speed Control Deactivation 
Switch, to immediately contact any Ford dealer for the replacement 
of the switch, FREE OF CHARGE. 


Customer safety and satisfaction are top priorities at Ford. This 
Field Service Action assures our customers that we are working 
overtime to address any vehicle concern to minimize inconvenience 


and to ensure that you continue to enjoy driving your Ford vehicle. 


Our customers may contact their respective Ford Dealer Customer 
Relations Officer or the Ford Philippines Customer Relations office 
at (049) 541-5000; (049) 541-5001; (049) 541-5104 for inquiries 


or more information. 


Hinding-hindi mo рай 


Philam Plans. Nasa kamay natin 


Walang ina na ‘di nangangarap ng magandang kinabukasan para sa kanyang anak. isang kinabukasang dulot ng paghahandang dala ng edukasyon- 


Gaya ng ina, hangad din ng Philam Plans ang isang magandang kinabukasan para sa inyong anak, Sa pamamagitan ng Pangako Education Plans na abot-kaya at Gold Education 
Pians та nagbibigay ng pinakamahusay na benepisyong pang-edukasyon, siguradong matutupad na ang pangarap mo рага sa kan 


Ang Philam Plans ay matatag- ito ang may pinakamalaki at pinaka-liquld na trust fund sa lahat ng pre-need companies sa bansa. Ang Philam Plans ay affiliate ng Philamlife, ang 
Ans Jungunang insurance company sa bansa at AIG, ang nangungunang international insurance and financial services organization за buong mundo. 


Philam Plans, tunay na maaasahan, mapagkakativalaan at masasandalan. Kung nag-iisa ang ina, nag-lisa din ang Philam Plans, 


A Mambor of 


LATG Mane 


The Philam Group of Compenles offers you full range of flas 


Sings and Mortgage tool Fond ie 
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PHAM PLANS 


selai services Life and General insurance. Property 


раша «Gr Corde Businans Processing Service Ban mind E 
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INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Privatization and Management Office PMO"), through is Bids and Awards Committee 
ТОНО ЗАСТ) miends to procure the services of а nancial advisor CFA) in connection 
Cin the privatization of the 55% of the share of stock of Philppine Postal Corp. (Phipost ) 
Under a success fee arrangement. 

"The Approved Budget for the Contract ABC") is FOUR MILLION PESOS (P 4M) to be 
mod bj ihe PMO ала chargeable against the success fee which shall not exceed 7596 of 
[е tot sales proceeds from the privatization of the 55% shares of stock of Phipost 

The fees for the FA shall be payable as follows: 


PHASE DESCRIPTION OF FEES 
SERVICES 


TValualon — | reparaion of valuation and Tato ced 
appraisal report, infomation Four Mon Pesos (PM) 
amorondum and prvatzaton рап | 


Тато | Implementation of fe prazaton | Моо exceed 75% of | 
an, as approved by the | fesses proceeds ss he fee | 
| Privatization Counc paid for he Valuation Phase — | 


“The PMO now calls for he submission of Letters of Intent (0187) fom potential bidders to 
эру foc elgibüty and short isting for Financial Advisor Services. Interested FAS must 
эрти mer Cols on or before 22 February 2006 from 9.00 am to 400 pm. by hand. to the 
Side and Awards Commitee, Privatization and Management Office, 104 Gamboa St 
Legaspi Village. Makati City and secure the Eligibility Documents and Shortisting 
‘Requirements therefrom for a minimal fee of P5,000.00 
‘Applications for eibity wil be evaluated on a non-discreionary “passfal” basis. The last 
ФЕ for submission of the accomplished Eligibility Documents and Short Listing 
Requirements shall be on the date of the Opening of Eigbaty Documents on 27 February 
2008 1000 a m al tne Sth Floor, 104 Gamboa St. Legaspi Vilage. Makati Cy. Only those 
{ound eligible shall be considered for short ising and only those that are short isted wil be 
entitled to submit bis. 
‘The PMO-BAC shall draw up the shor list of FAs from those who have submitted LOIS 
and have been determined as eligible both in accordance wih the provisions of Republic 
Aci No. 8184 CRA 3184) and ts Implementing Rules and Regulations Part А CIRR-A’) 
‘The shortlist of prospective bidders shall not exceed five (5) FAs. The criteria and rating 
system for short isting are. 
э 30% — General experience of the FA, considering both the overa experience of he 
fim and the individual experience of the principal and key staff. including. 
Televant expenence of the prncipal and kay staff fom prevous employment 
b. 30% — Privaizaton experience of the РА, 
©. 20% — Qualfcabons of personnel who may be assigned to the project: 
d. 20% — Dealings of the FA withthe Philippine Goverment 
The passing rate to be eligible is 70%. 
In accordance with the IRR-A of RA 9184, bidding for the hiring of an FA wil be conducted 
through open competitive bidding procedures. Only bids from short listed FAS wil be 
‘opened. The process forthe eigblty check is described in the Eigbilty Documents to be 
Stained from the РМО The contract wil only be awarded to the Highest Rated and 
Responsive Bidder, who was determined as such dunng posk-quaiicabon. 
The PMO-BAC shall evaluste bis using the Quality-Cost Based Evaluation procedure 
‘The cntena and rating system for the evaluaton of bids shall be provided in he instructons. 
to Bidders to be obtained from the РМО, 
Interested FAs may obtain the eligibilty and short ву requirements. and the other bidding 
ocuments fom Ine PMO-BAC at the address given below from Mondays to Fridays, 900 
эт 16.400 pm. The deadiine for submission of bids from the shor listed FAs shell be on 
15 March 2006, 10:00 ат 
The PMOIPMO-BAC reserves the right to reject any and ali bids, waive any formality in the 
id requrements, declare the bidding а falure, annul the bidding process without thereby 
палео any кабу to the affected bidder or bidders, and award the contract to the bidder 
whose Dd is most advantageous to the Government 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
Ath Floor, 104 Gamboa Street, 

Legaspi Vilage, Makati Cty 

Tel. Nos. 893-1640 / 893-7096 / 817-1103 

Fax No. 893-2290 

Website: www, pmo.gov.ph 


(gd) CRISANTA S. LEGASPI 
Deputy Prvatzaton Officer and 
Chairperson. PMO-BAC 
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Termite control business up 


SENTRICON TER- last year according was made during a Тһе increase ises- tions and 
‘mite Colony Elimina- to Gladez llao-Talav. recent annual meet- pecially noteworthy competition. 
tion System posted а era, SalesManager of ing of the authorized given that it was at- Тһе company re- 
Signifeant 15 per. Dow  AgroSciences. operators of Sentri- tained despite dif ported several con- 
tmnt growth in sales The announcement con System. cult economie condi- tract renewals, Since 
it was introduced lo- 
cally in 1999, more 
Republic of the Philippines shan 15000 proper 
ties have been in- 
SENATE stalled with Sentri- 

Pasay City on. 


Tu puted. i 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID | selea**etowship or 
The Senate cf the Pháppnes mvies all G-EPS registered bidders/suppiers to apply юг | Winners,” assem- 


eighty and io don e png and being of “SENATE MEMORABILIA Wih the bled the industry's 
ا‎ most successful and 


reliable pest 
| DESCRIPTION Гат: | PROJECT NON pec 


companies. Dow 
ALLOCATION | REFUNDABLE 
| سا‎ Agro executives rec- 


ognized the invalu- 
‘SENATE MEMORABILIA 2009. | Php 190000000] Prp 20000 able contribution of 
басти R | Senticonok-timers 
з= mmm pu 
3 ental Services 
Phils. Inc; 
rag Chemitron, Enter- 
prises Inc; Entom 
Cover Pest Control and 
3 General Services 
Process Corp; No Ka Oi 
эше) (Phils) Internation- 
al Inc; Pest Away 
| Согр.; Pestcon Pest 
1 Management and 
The др documents shal be avaiable 1o rleesied bdersupplers atthe BAC Secretara! | General _ Services 
оты RACE AE Белме © De Prappnes GSIS Busing, Roxas Boulevard. Pasay Ciy fom | Ine; TopBest Pes 
1:30 PM to 6:00 PM, February 27 to March 2 and March 6-9, 2006 upon payment of non- v nM сен 
30 Рм 6:00 indcaed above. Lgucated damages of Php 1.000 00 or 1/10 of one percent | Services Inc., and Vi- 
sat е trpsromed porton. whichever в ager, reach day cf delay shal be moosed on he | ra Pest Inc. 
(rote ees dene! on sid Geauine The рге айпа conference shall be held on March | Last year Sentri- 
Оов. 1000 AM at те Ойсе lhe Deputy Secreta ft Administrative and пал Бегиев. | con forged a partner. 
Rm 408, 4th Рог, Senate of the Pháppines, GSIS Bulking, Pasay Cty. ship MEA 
Al partdors relative to he скру. bid evaluation, and award of contract shal be governed he ени 
annan u RA S14 oense komn as Те Government Procarement Relom Aci LATE | Company Int, до 
Bios SHALL NOT BE ACCEPTED. make the revolution- 
“This nation is aiso advertised withthe Government Electronic Procurement System (G-EPS) | an... anti-termite 
э wo peocurementserc org. and posted at ine 4 Foor Senate иен board treatment available 
or more information. please call the BAC Secretariat Office at telefax по. 552-6601 local 1902 | to more home and 
(clo Rose де Casto) property owners in 
THE SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REVIEW ALL | the Philippines. To- 
ене SY REQUIREMENTS, REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, WAIVE ANY DEFECTS | day from a City Cen- 
EONTAINED THEREIN AND ACCEPT THE OFFER MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE | ter, SM North has 
COULANMENT AND THE RIGHT TO CONFISCATE THE BID BOND ANDIOR PURSUE | асе 
Seer MMIATE LEGAL ACTION SHOULD THE WINNING BIDDER REFUSE ТО ACCEPT THE | added two annex 
AWARD. buildings and a car 
FURTHER, THE SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES ASSUMES NO OBLIGATION | Park building, 
WHATSOEVER TO COMPENSATE OR INDEMNIFY THE BIDDER FOR ANY EXPENSE OR | Рг more informa- 
OEE ee THEY MAY INCUR IN PARTICIPATING IN THIS UNDERTAKING NOR DOES IT | tion, visit www.sen- 
GUARANTEE THAT AN AWARD WILL BE MADE. SET 


(Sod) ATTY. ARNEL JOSE S. BAAS 840-38-74; 819-19- 
Sherman, Вов and Awards Commitee 86; 882-1767. 


steady 


HOW-TO ROADSHOW 


seminars for IT managers 
and owners of small 
and medium businesses. 


SCHEDULE OF SEMINARS Sign up NOW 


for FREE seminars 


BUILDING YOUR FROMPAPERTO DIGITAL Limited slots available: 


TECHNOLOGY ENVIRONMENT 


January 19, 2006. 9 am to 5 pm. 
Discovery Suites. 

Ortigas Center, Pasig С 

Learn the basics for setting up your 
‘Own information and communica 
tion Infrastructure with minimu 
pain апа maximum performance. 


KEEPING EVERYBODY BUILDING YOUR Name 
CONNECTED MOBILE OFFICE 6 


February 7, 2006. 9 am to 5 pm. 
Unit 1102, 88 Corporate Center, 
Valero Cor. Sedeno 

Salcedo Village, Makati City 

Wire (or unwire) your business, 
{ink your office PCs together, and 
keep in touch with your personnel 
atall times. 


USING THE INTERNET TO YOUR ADVANTAGE 


February 22, 2006. 9 am to 5 рт. 
Kalayaan Sunset Louni 


ge 

(m Export Bank Plaza, 24F Sen. Gil Puyat Ave, cor. Don Chino Roces Аме, Makati City 
Communicating over the Internet, broadband and online tools, e-commerce Contact no. 
opportunities, and what you need to get on the Internet map. 


PC Magazine reserves the right to screen the participants for each seminar. 


Selected participants 
шө three days before the event and will receive a CONFIRMATION CODE. Only attendees with valid confirmation 
‘codes shall be. to participate in any seminar. WALK-INS ARE NOT ALLOWED Nature of Business: 


March 14,2006.9amto5pm. For reservations, please fax 

bp rer this form to 759-2022 to 24 

fict oen or email details to 
editors@pcmag.ph 


March 30, 2006. 9 am to 5 pm. 

Make the most of mobile Company 
technologies to maximize the 

productivity of your sales and 

field personnel outside the 


ce. 
ame Address 


Position: 


E-mail Address. 


ерірт 
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Internet fraud 
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MOVE OVER ENCYCLOPEDIAS, 
almanacs and other reference 
materials, the World Wide Web or 
Intemet is now the preferred 
source of information for those 
Who have access to this gizmo, 

The wealth of knowledge 
available in cyberspace and the 
speed by which сап be secured 
have given this latest technology 
an aura of credibility and reliabil- 
СЯ 

"This reputation has not es- 
caped the attention of con artists 
who thrive on the gullibility or 
carelessness of some people in 
the handling of their money. 

Boiler room operators, or 
people who sell worthless stocks 
br securities to the unwary and 
ignorant, have found in the In- 
temet an effective medium to 
engage in their criminal activi 
ties 

Тог these modem day felons, 
telephone solicitations and fiyers 
have outlived their usefulness 
‘The “caller ID" mechanism has 
made tracking and barring nui- 
sance telephone calls a lot easier 

‘Courier companies no longer 
accept anonymous requests for 
delivery of mail or packages. 
"They now require their clients to 
present credible identification 
papers before they accept their 
orders. 


Solicitation 

With the clever use of comput 
er graphics, sounds and other 
forms of special effects, scam 
artists are able to catch the atten- 
tion of Internet users to their ille- 
gal wares. 

Getting the e-mail address of 
the potential victims is not a 
problem because the information 
is, for a few dollars, available 
right within the Web itself. 

It also helps (that is, from the 
criminals point of view) that 
there is no local or international 
regulatory system that monitors 
and enforces the proper use of cy- 
berspace. 

Internet users who get solici- 
tations to buy securities or fi 
nancial instruments issued by 
foreign and local companies 
should bear in mind that the fact. 
that something is being promot- 
ed, sold or distributed through 
the Internet does not make it 
more legitimate than any other 
investments. 

То make their pitch more con- 
vincing, the scam artists post sup- 


orporate „$. 
ecurities // 
по 7 
Raul]. Palabrica 


plete with their smiling photos, 
telling how good the offered se- 
ccurities are and how much 
they've earned from investing in 
them. 


Persistence 

‘Another persuasion device 
used is giving the toll-free num- 
ber of a “financial counselor or 
advisor" whom the targeted per- 
son сап talk to any time at his 
convenience to answer questions 
about those securities. 

‘Woe to anyone who makes the 
mistake of dialing that number. 

If he refuses to succumb to the 
solicitation, his e-mail address 
‘will be bombarded with spam (or 
unsolicited messages) and his 
telephone will get automatic pre- 
timed and pre-recorded mes- 
sages urging him to change his 
mind. 

Worse, ifthe targeted prey dis- 
closed his address, his mailbox 
will be filled with letters and fiy- 
ers explaining the virtues of in- 
vesting in the con artists invest- 
ment instruments. 

With cal! centers operating all 
over the world, tracing the identi- 
ty and location of the persistent 
solicitor would be an exercise in 
futi. 

То avoid further aggravation, 
the vietim is forced to change his 
e-mail address and telephone 
number. Then, he has to go 
through the tedious process of in- 
forming his relatives, friends and 

у, about his new num- 


As in all kinds of frauds, the 
bad guys take advantage of the 
element of “greed” that is be- 
lieved to underlie every human 
being. 

‘The thought of earning lots of 
money, by way of high returns on. 
investments, with the least effort 
has made some people suscepti- 
ble to the machinations of these 
perpetrators of fraud. 

Internet users who may acci- 
dentally find themselves in the 
radar screen of this latest edition. 
of con artists should bear in mind 


posedly recorded messages of 
well-known personalities, com- 


Wedding symposium set 


WEDDING GURU RITA NERI (OF THE WEDDING STORE) IS SET TO 
hold a wedding symposium on March 26, 2006, Sunday, at the Turf 
Room ofthe Manila Polo Club ín Makati. 

Neri will conducting the one-day symposium together with the best. 
of the wedding industry's suppliers. Subject matters ranging on how 
to choose the best suppliers for cakes, flowers, photography, attire, 
ete. will be discussed by noted experts in their field such as Rajo Lau- 
rel, Patrick Uy, Penk Ching, Jun Hen, Dominic Velasco, Noky Gatmai- 
tan, Ed Pasamba. 

Not designed as a typical bridal fair where interaction is limited and 
contrived, the symposium offers couples the unique experience of be- 
ing able to interact and discuss with these resource speakers on any 
‘and all matters pertaining to preparations for their big day. 

Registration is now ongoing. Interested couples can register by 
calling (632) 893-0534 / 840-1897 or via Email: thewedding- 
sorsQyiboo on. Visit our ‘website: wwwtheweddingstorem- 
la.com 


© 


BULLETIN OF VACANT POSITIONS 


In Compliance with RA 7041 


the age-old dictum in invest- 
ments: if it looks too good to be 


Repuoac ol me Роот 
OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 
опат Rosó Diman. Quezon Сау 


GENERAL SERVICES DIVISION 

4. ENGINEER 11 — Item Nos. OMBA-ENG3-44-2004; OMBA- 
ENG3-45-2004; OMBA-ENG3-46-2004; SG 19 (3 Positions) 

Education: Bachelors degree in Engineering relevant to the Job; 

Experience: 2 years of relevant experience; Training: 8 hours of 

relevant training; Eligibility: RA 1080 


2. ENGINEER IV — Item No. OMBA ENG4-43-2004; SG 22 
Education: Bachelors degree in Engineering relevant to the Job; 
Experience: 3 years of relevant experience; Training: 16 hours of 
relevant training: Eligibiity: RA 1080 


‘Applicants should submit within ten (10) calendar days from the date 
of this publleation to the Human Resource Management Division at 
the above address, Ine following requirements: 


3) A lotier stating the position applied for 
Duly accomplished Personal Data Sheet (CSC Form 212). 
1x1” picture (colored) 
*BariBoard Rating or CSC Cerificate of Elgibilty: 
"Transcept of Records: 
*Certicates of Seminars/Tralning attended; 
"Service Records or Certificates from previous/present 
employers stang the postions assumed and corresponding 
actual duties and responsible (i applicable) 
"Performance Appraisal Reports forthe last two rating periods 
(юг current government employees oniy); 
Slatement duly signed by the applicants as to any relative(s) 
чалп tne fourth degree of consanguinity or affinity, ситепбу 
employed wih the Office of the Ombudsman. 


“Where photocopies are fled, tne documents must be certified as 
true copies by the proper authores or the applicant may present 
the originals to the Human Resource Management Officer for 
‘comparison with the photocopies. 


true, it probably is. 

Before replying to an e-mail soli 
dialing the number of the suggested 
advisor, it is advisable to download the mate- 
rial first and show it to somebody who is 
knowledgeable about securities investments 
for his review. 

If the latter does not find anything wrong 
with the scheme, fine, go ahead and invest. 
Otherwise, go back to your computer and 
delete that spam from your fle. 

"Word of caution in case the investment is 
done by credit card: Once you disclose your 
credit card number, you open yourself to the 
possibility of its being “hijacked” by computer 
hackers who buy products through the Inter- 
net 

The Internet is a good source of informa- 
Чоп. But there is no stopping garbage f 
being uploaded to it and circulated to the un- 
wary. 

Caveat emptor. Let the buyer beware. (For 
feedback, please write to <rpalabrica@inquir- 
‘ex com. ph>.) + 


Backup in 


and 


Protection Agent* 


Wordtext Systems, Inc. 
Reina E. Putong 

"Tel: (632) 812 7666 Ext 157 
Email: reign@wsiphil.com.ph 


ИШЕНЕ PUR ТШЕ ЕГ ve ree 


» Backup Exec 10d for Windows Servers with Continuous Protection Server*, 


* Backup Exec 10d for Windows Advanced Open File Option with Continuous 


“Symantec's Backup Exec 10d wins our Editor's Choice award, thanks to good overall support for file system 
СОР, excellent backup data management, decent integration with Backup Exec's standard backup functions 
andan amazing price." - Network Computing Magazine, 2006 


Offer is valid from February 10 to March 31, 2006 


The introductory offer is available through Symantec's authorized distri 
Contact the following authorized distributor or Symantec representative now: 


RETURN ON 
| investments 
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Iphp16,488.18 month 7020/00 
| OJ ieziclenees 


EVERYTHING HERE 
TS WITHIN 
YOUR REACH 


Romnow's 
^ 


патам Adr 
(Ermita, Mania 


NRE 


Д 


‘52206018 у 8220095 ^. 
0920-9242173 / 0917-5396888: 
www.adriaticogrand.com 
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New Symantec Bundle – 
Delivering Security and 


One 


Purchase the award winning Backup Exec 10d, the gold standard in backup and 
recovery solution, to enjoy free proactive real-time protec 
threats with Symantec Client Security 


n against blended 


— m 


itor and resellers. 


‘Symantec 

Chong Eu-Jin. 

Tel: (603) 7623 2861 

Fax: (603) 7623 2888 

Email: eu-jin_chong@symantec.com 
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SM North Ва: 


Е BABIES REFER TO CHIL- 


са 
Сутту Ne 


М UU GY, EDSA baby‘ 


ل 
in 1983, the Philippines was in the midst of a debt‏ 
moratorium, drastic devaluation, and experiencing‏ 

hyper inflation. The economy decline was further ag- 

gravated by the assassination of Ninoy Aquino. 

Many bankers predicted our demise because Henry 
‘Sy came from nowhere. He may have had a few de- 
partment stores and shoe stores, but he was not one of. 
the financial heavyweights at that time. 

Unaffected by criticism and armed with sheer de- 
termination and optimism, he persisted and opened 


pened 20 years ago. 

‘SM North Edsa's City Center started operations in 
їп late 1985 amid ай the political and economic un- 
certainties facing the country. 

When taipan Henry Sy bought a huge piece of 
grassland in Quezon City їп the early 1980s and built 
‘a mall on it, people thought he had gone mad. 

Ina speech to members of the Management Associ- 
ation of the Philippines, Sy daughter, Tessie said: 

"When we constructed our first mall in North-Edsa 


dren born during or after the 

people’s revolution that ousted 
Ferdinand Marcos as president of the 
Philippines. 

"Corporate Edsa babies" are establishments 
that began operations in 1986. We look back at 
ап establishment that opened its doors almost at 
the same time as the Edsa revolution, which hap- 


Й and present president 


Fem lel iit: Sel Dri La, pron 
iso, Aleen Maja, st Price талы: and Don P, 
Calo, pere Vis Cairan ond rade, 
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Exportbonk held the 2nd Preliminary Drow ofthe “Deposito Mo PI-lin eng Penelo Кое pr Exportbank Lower Lobby Hall, Exportbonk Plaza lost December 15, 2005. 
Cash prizes ware given away fo а total of seventeen lucky winning depositors from Luzon, Metro M 
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їп 1985 with our department store and 
supermarket and a few tenants.” 

Today, nobody can question Henry 
Sy's decision. From a City Center, SM 
North has added two annex buildings 
and a car park building. 

“Mr. Henry Sy, St. already had а vi- 
sion of how that area will develop in 
the future as the property location is 
right in front of Edsa, cuts through the 
intersections of West Avenue and Edsa 
and is very proximate to Caloocan, 
Fairview, Commonwealth, Diliman 
which were also starting to boom at 
that time. As envisioned by Mr. Sy, SM 
North Edsa started the "malling phe- 
nomenon” and by early 90s, manage 
ment already completed the expansion 
by opening the SM Carpark Building 
and the SM Annex to accommodate a 
bigger market,” says Jeffrey C. Lim, VP 
for Finance and Administration, SM 
Prime Holdings Inc. By Margie Quim- 
po-Espino 


Hotel weathers 
political and 
economic 
turmoil 


By Germelina A. Lacorte 
DI Mindanao Bureau 


DAVAO CITY—ON THE WALL OF MARCO 
Polo Davao's spacious lobby, near the elevator 
oor opposite the ground floor check-in 
counter, are framed messages of three past 
ofthe country. 

"Gol бо! Gol" wrote former President Fidel 
V Ramos in his trademark handwriting on 
April 27, 1998, when the 16-story hotel final- 
ly opened along Claveria St. here and claimed 
the tide of being the city's tallest landmark. 

Next to Ramos’ handwriting, was another 
framed message written a year later. 

“Here at last and happy!” wrote Vice Presi- 
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, who was at 
the hotel on Nov. 26, 1999. 

“Nice to be back here!” she wrote again as pres- 
ident on Feb. 22, 2001, a few weeks after the re- 
volt that forced Joseph Estrada ош of office. 

Former Cory Aquino drew a rose and affixed 
her signature on a piece of paper. It was dated, 
Feb. 23, 2001, a day after Arroyos arrival. 

Marco Polo Davao is the first hotel put up by 
the Hong Kong-based Marco Polo Group in the 
country through the Davao Halifax Hotel Inc.. 

Te withstood recent political and economic 
storms, changes of administration and even 
the travel advisories issued against Mindanao 
in particular. 

Opening a year after the 1997 Asian finan- 
cial crisis, the hotel continues to stand up 
against adverse developments like the twin 
bombings that rocked Davao in 2003 and the 
Valentine day bombing two years later. 

‘The Department of Tourism (DOT) said 
Marco Polo has consistently posted the high- 
est occupancy rate among the hotels of its 
type in the region. 

"Despite ts price and larger number of rooms. 
to fll, Marco Polo continued to top in occupan- 
су and average room rate,” Art Boncato, Marco 
Polo sales and marketing director, says 

He adds the hotel has also been posting the 
highest yield—or income earned рег 
room-—in this part of the country. 

Boncato says tourists come to the hotel be- 
cause of the Marco Polo brand, which is 
known in Asia, Marco Polo has hotels in Hong 
Kong, China and Vietnam, 

"The claims of the Marco Polo officials have 
been found true by global research group 
Synovate. 

During the last three quarters, Synovate 
collated data including customers rating per- 
formance from the time of arrival at the hotel 
to the quality of room and services and report 
itas part of the in-house quarterly evaluation 
‘among the Marco Polo Group of Hotels 

"The Synovate survey showed that Marco Po- 
lo Davao has consistently made it to the top. 

Marco Polo Davao offers 245 rooms, suites 
and function rooms and other amenities. 

On its top two floors, the Continental Club 
offers the most luxurious accommodations for 
business executives, offering additional hotel 
services and facilities with a private lounge. 

"As Davao's tallest building, Marco Polo is. 
опе of the city's landmarks, a symbol of mod- 
‘ern Davao,” Boncato said. 

According to Boncato, the hotel has been 
introducing new things to Davao city like the 
different food festivals it holds every year. 

Currently itis hosting the two-week long Culi- 
nary Canadiana 2006, which opened last Feb. 9. 
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With the lush adaptation of his best-selling 
debut novel taking its bow, Arthur Golden 
describes the odyssey from book to movie 
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JOSÉ TENCE RUIZ'S retrospective, "BoDeGa (Bago't Dating Gawa)," will open 
оп Feb. 24 at the SM Art Center (4/L SM Megamall). Presented by the Finale Art 
File, the show covers 30 years of furious creativity in different media (ой and 
acrylic, ink оп paper, sculpture, mixed media and digital format). Grounded by 


social realism and nourished by self-reflexiveness, Rus works involve a close 
‘examination of the world, initially implicating events which then evolve into a 
creative and critical observation of the self. His works show versatility, 
inventiveness and insight. "BoDeGa" runs until March 12. Call 6342411. 


Hiraya features Indonesia-based Modesto d 
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"An Angel through the Window,” "Flowers. 
for Buddha," "Fish Eye" 


Velasco's women, 
Ortega's bucolics 


By Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


continues to astonish. Her prodigious 

output in recent years, predominantly 
paintings of women in various configura- 
tions, radiates a raw energy emanating from 
the center of a bold expressionist imagination 
totally enamored with the subject of female 
sensuality. 

In her latest solo show, "Le Danse," (G/L, 
Gallery Joaquin, unti Feb. 21), the quantity isa 
feat difficult to duplicate, considering the 
arises advancing age and markedly debilitat- 
ing health 

‘With over 30 works on display, obviously 
timed to coincide with the opening of the 
gallery's newly acquired and tastefully refur- 
bished ground level, Velasco has both her old 
works and new, as proof of the artists continu- 
ing evolution. 

A virtual latecomer to the art scene, she had 
taken up painting to keep her occupied after 
her retirement, A decision she hasn't regretted 


T HELATE-BLOOMING LYDIA VELASCO 


~ 


as she is now besieged by collectors and gallery 
mers alike. (There are, to date, a dozen 
works that have been sold to foreign buyers, 
which confirms her inclusion at the Sotheby's 
auction in Singapore this April is no fluke.) 

Part of Velasco's enduring charm can be at- 
tributed to her innate ability to render the fe- 
male figure as the embodiment of the woman 
in her various guises and disguises, though the. 
facial features betray a Southeast Asian counte- 
nance. 

Initially perplexing even to the trained eye, 
the subjects seem to be the composite of East 
and West, traditional and modern in dress and 
demeanor, and yet finally emerging а character 
all her own, with all her vital acribus in- 
tact bosomy chest, — brosdshouldered 
physique and a countenance that is nothing 
Shor of alluring, seductive. 

“This posits a Jungian message of dual per- 
sona—hal-Eros and balf-Madonna—one part 
isthe basic human lot, essencial in a gender re- 
lationship, and the other a spiritual figure that 
licenses women to seek affirmation of their role 
as provider and nurture of life. 


Ortega's sculptures 

A debuting aris in sculpture has likewise 
surmounted the overwhelming obstacles posed 
фу his chosen medium, presumably the most 
Фа хо manipulate and сомго simply be 
ше of the attendant risks and dangers in- 


rd aan 1al worthy of his great expectation, even 
Cr, “ "he had ro Jabor in his studio oleam 
ый he rudiments of curing bras 
5 hes, ting them to ft de 

= 


"MASAAN чё; Ten 
sikalakihan,” § чәчри 


by Carito pee 
Ortega 


sired characters, and firing 
‘acetylene to give his figures a 

Tife of their own. 

À АШ these he leamed via 
} the school of hard knocks, о; 
more aptly the hardy blows 

from bistorch-machine. 

А native of Maramag, Bulidnon, 
where he grew up in the late 05, 
when the terrain маз still untouched by mi 
grants and landlords, Ortega later went to Ce 
фи for his studies. In time, he found himself be- 
ing transplanted to Son Pablo, Laguna, where 

finally serried to raise a family I is on this 

‘sprawling e heciare lot that he built his 

Studio workshop, far removed from the 

encumbrances of modern living. 

Tis while deep-neck doing bras sculptures 
that Ortega finally met fashion designer Patis 
Tesoro, who urged him to exhibit his works in 
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HIRAYA GALLERY IS EXHIBITING “THE 
Mystical Planet of Modesto” featuring the im- 
pressionistic works of Femando Modesto, а 
Filipino expatriate whose paintings have been 
featured in major art museums and private 
collections in Asia and Europe. 

‘Based in Indonesia for almost two decades 
now, Modesto presents his selfatyled religious 
and scientific thesis. Every creation or its per 
ceived reality possesses а harmonious coexis- 
tence of two forces. The planet Earth is sur- 
rounded by heaven, the sea mirrors the sky, men 
have guardian angels and soul mates, ight flash- 
ев out from darkness, balls rest in twas. Modesto 
calis the forces the bipolar states of reality 

He enshrines his subject through this thesis. 
"The Angel Peeping through the Window" 
shows two worlds: heaven with a huge window 
and a giant angel looking out to the affairs of 
men. "The X and Y Universe” divides the galaxy 
with an angel walking across a fiat table where 
planets rest. 

Modesto draws this idea of an imagined 
word that floats in a large ethereal space where 
angels romp and play He rests his faith that 
‘within this enclosing space, chaos and control 
coexist. 

Modesto works with ой, a wieldy medium yet 
perfect for an impressionist artist ike him. "My 
paintings are a riot of colors,” he says. Lemon- 
yellow lights up his canvases while green 
soothes his eyes. 

“The Mystical Planet of Modesto” runs until 
March 15. Call 5233331. 


her restaurant. To his amazement, buyers came 
and bought all the pieces on display. 

‘And when Araceli “Chichi” Salas checked the. 
works, she too was pleasantly surprised at her 
discovery: The budding artist was now ready 
fora solo show. 

"The show, "Hubog sa Apo" (Gallery Gene- 
sis, until Feb. 21) assembles Ortega favorite 

his long sojourn in Bukidnon: 

Yt on his carabao, the pristine 
landscape of memory where he waded his 
young feet, the young boy in slumber dreaming 
‘Of distant places, and many others permanently 
lodged in his imagination. 

Hewn in brass, the pieces have a solid, sun 
ду, indeed, robust quality to them emanating 
From the rises direct encounter with the medi- 
um and enhanced by his native facility with the 
shapes and nuances of rural Ме be had experi- 
enced. 


Both man and beast are, in many works, de- 

picted in friendly matches of strength, speed 

nd stamina, not to mention the youthful dar- 

character to tame 

the animal. On occasion, as in "Nangangarap," 

the youthful dreaming reprises Don Quixote's 
fight with the windmills. 

Indeed, in a young mind's universe, the 
quintessential battle looms large and menac- 
ing, fring up Ortega’s brave new world of pre 
cocious adventures and misadventures. 


E-mail the author at gdormiendo@yahoo.com 


VisUAL ARTS 


Religious paintings by Pacheco 

THE AUGUSTINIAN Contemplative Nuns of San Jose del Monte, Bula- 
Tan. and the italian Federation of the Augustinian Monasteries of Italy 
‘wil presenta series of paintings on the life of St. Augustine by noted 
finger-pintng expert Rafael Pacheco of Morong, Rizal, on Feb. 26. The 
paintings wil be on display at the church of the Augustinian Monastery 
Gf the Mother of Good Counsel, at Carmel Farms, Purok 8. Вато 22 
Tungkong Mangga. San Jose del Monte, Bulacan. 

Alvarado at Joaquin {ФУД 
BACOLOD-BASED social ll 
realist Nunelucio Alvarado 

is featured in “Palangga” Ny 
{Loved One) at the Centre h 
Galery of Galerie Joaquin À 
Main (371 P. Guevarra St. [А 
corner Montessori Lane, UP 
Addition Hills, San Juan: 
tel 7239253 or 7239418; 
worw galeriejoaquin.com). 
‘Te show opens on Feb. 22 and features 23 ro- 
mantie paintings but stil depicting figures of the 
peasantry with squat broad mass and angular 
faces, ANarado's staples, Their wide-open eyes stare intently at view- 
es 


“FATHER 
and Child II" 


“OBJECT 
of Pleasure 5” 


Children's art contest. 

THE UNITED Nations Environment Programme is holding the World En- 
vironment Day children's art contest. Entries should be by children 6-14 
years old. The seven winners will get a fully sponsored trip to the World 
Environment Day celebrations in Algiers, Algeria, on June 5, plus cash. 
Theme is deserts and desertification, Paintings must be done on either 
Ad or АЗ paper: mediums are crayons, colored pencils or watercolor 
Entries can be submit 

ted via e-mail (scanned 
or regular mail) to the 
Опер office in Bangkok ; 
(sarabuddhiQun.org). 
Deadline is Feb. 28. 

View www.un- 
ep.org/tunza/paint- 
compts. 
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Limpe's zodiac 

art 

JULIUS Limpe is holding his 13th solo ex- 

hibit, "From Rooster to Dog, Year 2008," at 

Gallery 828 in Shangri-La Plaza Mall. The 

fearlessly unconventional expressionist painter has mounted a collection 
of colorful and truly auspicious paintings of dogs. roosters, Mother and 
Child, а panda bear, waterfalls, and the perennial artists favorites ish. 
and flowers. Dogs are shown embracing each other with affection, roost- 
ers crouching on the alert for predators, water- 

falls gushing forth with intense power. 


Bencab et al. at Crucible 

BEN CABRERA, Dan Dizon and Romi Mananqui 
present a group exhibit at the Crucible Gallery, 
4/F Building A, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong 
City, until March 5. Call 6356061. 


3artists at Avellana 

OPENING today at the Avellana Art Gallery are 

three simultaneous exhibits. Florencio В. 

Concepcion's “Once upon a Time" features 

snapshot sketches characterized by fast and 

furious strokes—ot a 

de voluptuary; Lexyolus Calip constructs 
id explores the nature of the abyss in "Во 
ond Words"; while Ferdinand Cacnio's “In 
‘igh Spirits" presents a flurry of svelte, bal- 
‘tle dancers in brass poised for flight ог 
‘weightlessness. Avellana Art Gallery Is at A- 
18, 2680 ЕВ. Harrison SL. Pasay Clty 
(fronting Gideon Academy). Сай 8338357. 


UNTITLED, by 
Florencio Concepcion 


Santos at West Gallery 
STEVE Santos will hold “Recent Work 
Feb. 23-March 7, at West Gallery. АЛ. 
races” Bidin A: SM Megamall, Mandaluyong- 
mr A total 0! 18 paintings. 
in black ink and watercolor wil be presented in the 
exhibit. Call 6341284 


Del Rosario at Nine, Big aS 
FARLEY del Rosario's new sonas of darling round- "> 
yed, long-nosed, curliue-armed boys and giris 

"Welch have earned praise гот critics and сойес- 
tors, is on display at Gallery Nine (Megamall, 
877302) and Gallery Big (Makati, 8954516). Del 
Rosario lends а child's wonder replete with con- 
trasis in ine and color, giving а charming twist 


to romantic themes. "ANGELS We Have 


Heard on High” 


compat 
grabbing attention from the other. 


ART Deco building from the 1930s shows 
how styles and eras juxtapose harmoniously 
asarchitectufes of different periods were 
constructed in the city center. 


MODERN addition by architect Cheong 
Cheok Kio shows how old and new are 
compatible. 


COLORFUL park gate reminds of Macau's 
colonial background. 


„LIFESTYLE |... 
Macau’s heritage 


ACAU COMPLETELY SURPRISED 
a group of architects and student. 
members of the United Architects of 

the Philippines-Makati Chapter who went on 

an architectural-heritage tour to the multicul- 
tural city. ي‎ эр 

Approaching the city ori the drive from the 
airport, casino structures immediately grab at- 
tention. Huge structures compete for patrons, 
lighting up streets at night to daytime bright 
mess with immense Las Ve- 
gasstyle signage. Macau is, 
after all, among the gam- 
bling capitals of Asia and 
many Las Vegas casinos are 
setting up shop there. 

‘The big surprise is that the. 
glitz of Macau casinos does 
‘ot outshine the charm ofthe 
city, a juxtaposition of Chi- 
nese and Portuguese colonial 
structures that follow the rolling of the hills in 
the city, whose narrow streets once opened out 
to promenaded shoreline boulevards. Reclama- 
tion has landlocked the former seaside boule- 
vards as new land pushes the existing shoreline 
farther and farther away. 

Macau is a small peninsula that includes two 
islands totaling 25.8 sq km, jutting off the China 
coast which has tripled from its original size 
through a constant reclamation program. 

On reclaimed land rise dazzling new struc- 
tures, the airport, a view tower, more casinos, 
‘convention centers, sports complexes, apart- 
ment blocks. New large-scale construction is re- 
stricted to reclaimed areas, a remarkable move 
that diverts development pressure from the pre- 
served historic center of Macau that is protected 
from destruction by well-managed legislation. 

"What sets Macau apart from all other cities in 
the region is its five-cencury-long interaction be- 
tween Fast and West which began with Macau's 
colonization by the Portuguese in the 16th cen- 
tury The dialogue continues today despite the 
former colony's reversion to China. 


Unique 

The fusion of cultures developed a unique 
Mocanese image and lifestyle, recognized by 
Unesco through ts 2005 inscription ofthe His- 
toric Center of Macau on the World Heritage 
List thar cited 

"The Historic Center of Macau inches the 
oldest Western architectural heritage on Chi- 
nese soil today Together with Macau's wadi- 
tional Chinese architecture stands witness to 
Successful Eat West cultural pluralism and ar- 
Заста тайпа. 

"The Historie Genter of Macau В the product 
of East Wes cultural exchange, construing the 
most unique blend of cultural heritage existing 
în China's historie cities.. а complete social in- 
Fastrucuure that has encompassed and sus- 
tained the living traditions of different cul 
ше” 

in mulicultura) Macau, oficial languages 
are Chinese and Portuguese. Of ts 450,000 resi- 
dents, 95 percent are Chinese. Oniy 5 percent 
Sre of Portuguese or European origins. Classical 
Cantonese, traditional Portuguese, and fusion 
Chinese Portuguese-Macanese are -thë local 
Cuisines served ar tables 

is religions are Buddhist, Taoist, Confucian 
and Roman Catholic. Temples stand side by sile 
ith colonial churches while Macanese regular- 
ly join each other's religious festivals. 

‘Witkin the protected World Heritage area in 
the city center isa core zone containing a collec- 
tion of over 20 individual World Heritage mon 
laments linked by a walking path distinctively 
paved in cream and black stone cobbles ser in а 


HISTORIC Largo Leal Senado with restored buildings and distinctive paving is where the 


pulse of Macau is found. 


Augusto E _ 


Villalon KiNG says existed before Macau 
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striking wave pattem. 

Follow the path through the city to get to 
each of the World Heritage monuments which 
include colonia! architecture (ruins, fortifica- 
tions, religious buildings, civic buildings, open 
plazas), Chinese heritage (temples, shops, 
houses), cemeteries, public gardens, tum-of- 
thecentory architecture. * 


Long walk 
Early оп a Sunday morning, 
ihe ЦАР Майа architects 
walked the cobbled path, 
wended through лапою 
streets, then up 


in the late afternoon at the 
shoreline promenade in front 
of A-Ma Temple, which legend 


came into being. 

‘The architects started out by climbing to the 
hilltop Macau Museum, built into the ruins of 
Macau Fort next to the iconic ruins of St. Pauls 
Church, where Alorino Noruega, public rela- 
tons officer of the Macau Government Tourism 
Office, joined them to provide information on 
the historical background of Macau. 

‘Cheong Cheok Kio, heads of the Cultural 
Heritage Department of the Macau Cultural In- 
stitute, and his colleague Angie Wong, led the 
'UAP delegation through the stunning historic 
center impeccably restored by their institute. 

е Cultural Institute has successfully re- 
stored the colonial Leal Senado building, stil 
used as the city's Municipal Chamber building, 
retaining the old meeting room, elaborate li- 
brary and garden. 

Also restored were surviving parts of the old 
city walls, Catholic churches from the colonial 
era, temples, Chinese houses now converted in- 
to museums, and an outstanding series of open 
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surprise 


public spaces that green the congested city cen- 
ter 

“The UAP architects were taken to a job site to 
observe restoration work in progress, introduc- 
ing non-restoration architects to the time-con- 
suming complexity of restoring an old structure 
by using original construction techniques and 
authentic materials. 

Macau went beyond providing the UAP 
group a heritage tour, It charmed everyone 
and brought back great memories and first- 
hand experience of how the modern and his- 
toric worlds blended perfectly, enhancing 
contemporary lifestyle and giving an identity 
to Macau that sets it part from all other cities 
in the world. 

The Macau Government Tourism Office pro- 
vides visitor information for Macau (tel 
8139047). GAS Travel provides air and land ar- 
rangements (tel. 6360895 or 6332407). 


Feedback is welcome at afvllalon@hormal 
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{ng of the geisha world so completely 1 came 
home and threw away my entice first draft 
and started over," he says. Emerging from this 
rebirth was the story of Chiyo, the gir with 
blue-gray eyes, who would come of age as 
Sayuri. 

TE would take three more years before the 
books second incamation would emerge. But 
the publishers found the manuscript quite dull. 
"Naturally, felt intimidated at the thought of 
impersonating a geisha, and Td chosen to re- 
maln on safe terrain by writing a novel narrated 
in the third person. What was more, Г con- 
ceived of the novel as focusing on five years in 
the Ше of an adult geisha shortly after World 
War Il, even though most of the drama in her 
life now realized—would have been in her 
childhood. In the end, I threw away this second 
draft and stared yet again.” 

Tt took six years, ut he finally finished the 
novel, his first, in 1994. "Memoirs of a 
Geisha" came out in 1997. Like the stirring of 
the shamisen’s strings, he novel's music en- 
chanted audiences with its bold beauty sell- 
ing millions and being translated into over 30 
different languages. "Quite astonishing! | 
сап! think ofa better answer than that. Even 
nov eight years after the novel first came out, 
itall seems a little surreal to me." 

When work on transforming his novel into 
а movie began, Golden made suggestions on. 
the screenplay by Robin Swicord. "1 also 
steered the producers toa woman named Liza 
Dalby, the only non-Japanese ever to become 
a geisha,” he adds, “and suggested they hire 
her as a consultant, which they did.” 

"The cast, including Ken Watanabe (Chair- 
тап), Mickelle Yeoh (Mameha) and Gong Li 
Hatsumomo), were excellent, he says. "Tin 
pleased that the book is now known to a 


a. 
The untold 


KEN Watanabe (right) plays the Chairman. 


wider audience than before," Golden says of 
the movie's impending opening. "And watch- 
ing the production as it moved along has 
proven to be quite an education. It was 

too, to meet so many talented people 
watch them as they worked.” 


Controversial 

While "Geisha" beguiled international 
readers, it has not been free of controversy. 
First came a former geisha claiming that the 
character Sayuri was actually her, an allege- 
Чоп Golden denies: "The idea that the book is 
based on the life of an actual woman stri 
me as puzzling. Real life doesn’t imitate fic- 
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MICHELLE Yeoh plays Mameha, the geisha mentor 
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Trumpets launches Musicademy 


AFTER SUCCESSFULLY ESTAB- 
lishing Playshop as the leading 
multimedia summer workshop in 
the country today, Trumpets now 
launches an exciting new concept 
for auxiliary education—a year- 
round music, language and speech 
school called Musicademy, with 
Asia’s pop idol, Christian Bautista, 
as endorser. 


Rizal Dairy Farms 


We Deliver Organic Vegetables & 
Fresh Dairy Products 
Tel. # 669-8177 | 658-4779 
emaii : rizeldalry&bpacific.net.ph. 


Lumpiang Р, 


dl and Rice 


cm 
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Maximize learning and growth with Musi- 
cademy’s personalized programs where you 
can choose your own courses, schedules and 
one-on-one training. 

‘Among the courses to choose from are fun- 
damental vocal techniques, singing styles 
(Broadway, classical, pop, R&B and rock), 
competitive singing and song interpretation. 
Also, learn how to play musical instruments 
‘with lessons in piano, guitar, violin, flute and 
kahon. 

Speech courses include basic speech tech 
niques, confidence building, hosting and pre- 
sentation skills. Learn French, Spanish, Ni- 
honggo, Mandarin or simply improve your 
English and impress people with your multi- 
lingual abilities. 

Musicademy is located at the 5/L, Shangri- 


1а Plaza Mall. Call 6362842. 


40 years of 
capturing 
the true 
Filipino Taste 


Goldilocks in the Philippines is not just а 
fairytale character; itis а storied Pinoy icon 
deeply ingrained in the Filipino psyche. Now 
celebrating its fourth decade, it has built up a 
Store of fond memores, and every family hat 
favorite Goldilocks story to tell. From children 
today to their parems who grew up with 
Goldilocks evento the grandparents who were 
there from ihe san Goldilocks crosses 

Aper fom an uncompromising commitment 
ю total customer satisfaction, Goldilocks 
continues 10 develop new producis and 
innovations, keeping it at the forefront of the in- 
‘str. From an initial offering of rolls, chiffon 
slices, and pasties, the county's number one 

the concept of the 

Jebration cake”, which includes toys or 

res as рал of the decoration. Equipped with 
he some dedication and superior standards, 
Goldilocks then moved on t fall meal and 
merienda choices via its food shop operations. 

“We have an incredible synergy between our 
bakeshop and food shop menu? sug Мае Tam- 
si, Goldilocks Marketing Manager for Foodshop 
Operations. "A Filipino can have the same 
affinity and longing for a Goldilocks mamon as 
they do for our pansit palabok, lumpiang 

i, or barbeque”, she added. "These dishes 

ond taste - they evoke good memories, 

бсш, and the опірёбе of Pinoy life” 
Ms. Tamsi further enthused. 7 — 

recisely becausé of (Mg viewpoint, most 

nos consider Goldilocks ot only as а 

"uta Filipino institution onder to beer 

cendene, iheir popular tagline 

iov though actually 

evolved to “How thought бом Pinoy” This 

mew tag embraces the edition that goes beyond 

Goldilocks, yet keeps in mind the fact that 

Goldilocks is indeed Pinoy 

"We treasure the strong bond between 
Goldilocks and the Filipino, so we make ita 
priority to uphold and nurture it", continued Ms. 
“Tams, "Our SaraPinoy meals, for exemple, com- 
bins the fondness for traditional Fino dishes 
wih value-for-money", explained. 
SaraPinoy inctudes such favorites as laing, pork 
barbeque, and dinuguan at puto, bundled into 
affordable and delicious meal combos. 

“With each Goldilocks SaraPinoy meal you 
enjoy, you ме not merely getting a serumptions 
dish - you gel а taste of something truly Pinoy”, 
Ms Tamsi concluded aoi 
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tion; it isn't so neat or clear. Anyone who 
looks closely at the various contrivances in 
the book—most of which I went to consider- 
able trouble to keep hidden—will see clearly 
that the character isan invention.” 

More recently, there has been a furor over 
Chinese actors playing Japanese parts. "Tm. 
mot sure what the controversy is about,” he 
states. "Hugh Grant, an Englishman, plays 
Americans all the time, Russell Crowe, an 
Australian, plays Englishmen. Why is it any 
different if а Chinese portrays a Japanese, or 
vice versa? The only important question is: 
жаз the portrayal convincing? 

Even as he observes the movie's opening on 
screens worldwide, Golden, who lives in Mas- 
sachusetts with wife Trudy and two children, 
isnow finishing his next book, “about a young 
man who starts off in Amsterdam during the 
1850s and 1860s, comes to the US at the age 
of 17, and ends up a very successful business- 
man. It's quite a different novel from ‘Mem 
ой of a Geisha, but told in a similarly inti- 
mate first person voice." 

A capacity for beauty amid adversity and a 
deep devotion to the past: this is why the 
geisha endure. " Nowadays geisha are some- 
thing of an anachronism, of course. They con- 
tinue to exist mainly because wealthy 
Japanese—just like the wealthy any- 
‘where—still appreciate old-world customs," 
he explains, i is like remembering blossoms 
їп a wasteland, and a quality that, in "Mem- 
oirs ofa Geisha,” Arthur Golden never forgot: 
"Geisha seem so mysterious to non-Japanese, 
1 think, partly because there are few things 
like hem outside Japan.” 


(tures "Memoirs of а Geisha" 
opens in Metro Manila theaters on Feb. 22. 


Book club 
tackles Hornby, 
Niffeneger novels 


THE POWER BOOK CLUB TACKLES 
two thought-provoking novels, "A Long 
Way Down" and "The Time Travelers 

y best-selling authors Nick Horn- 
by and Audrey Niffenegger, respectively, 
at PowerBooks Greenbelt and Megamall 

Hornby's ‘A Long Way Down” delves 
deep into the psyches and hearts of four 
lost souls who connect just when they 
think they've reached the end of the line. 
Martin, JJ, Jess and Maureen are four 
strangers who meet on the roof of a Lon- 
don destination famous for being the last 
stop for people who want to end their 
lives. 

“The Time Travelers Wife” by the criti 
cally acclaimed Niffenegger is a hip, ur- 
ban love story that unravels a bizarre 
flaw in the life of an otherwise normal 
couple, 

“A Long Way Down” will be discussed 
оп Feb. 21, 6:30 p.m., at PowerBooks 
Greenbelt. "The Time Travelers Wife" 
will be discussed on Feb. 22, 6:30 p.m., 
at PowerBooks Megamall. 

As a special treat, the first eight Pow- 
ercard holders who are not yet Book 
Club members, get the featured book for 
free. 

PowerBooks Specialty Store is at 
Greenbelt 4 (7576428 to 29), Megamall 
(6352898 to 99), Alabang Town Center 
(8505662 to 63), Glorietta (7527075), 
Shangri-La (6380023/25) and Robin- 
sons Place Ermita (5233334/5243448) 


